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Staff Sgt. Britney Simpson (left), 319th Training Squadron military 
training instructor, directs trainees on proper escalation of force 
procedures during a training exercise Sept. 28 at the Joint Base 
San Antonio-Lackland Medina Annex. 

MTI gives
trainees a dose 

of reality of reality 

'I will not fail,' page 2 New CMSAF announced, page 9 JBSA announces CMSgt. selects, page 11 
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COMMENTARY 

FACING DOWN FEAR
 


I’m terrified and I will not fail
 

By Staff Sgt. Heather Heiney 
403rd Wing Public Affairs 
Keesler Air Force Base, Miss. 

I was sitting on the floor at Denver 
International Airport waiting for a flight 
to San Antonio. I leaned against a cool 
glass window in jeans and a black T-
shirt, holding the Airman’s Creed on a 
business card in my hands. 

Several other trainees-to-be and I 
were taking turns reading it out loud in 
an attempt to both quell our nerves and 
get a step ahead. I was almost 23 years 
old and terrified that joining the Air 
Force was the wrong decision. 

“And I will not fail,” we repeated. 
For the next three years I lived my 

life as an Airman. I survived basic train
ing, moved to Biloxi, Miss., honed my 
passions for photography and writing, 
met my husband, excelled at my job and 
grew as a person. 

On my last day of active duty, I wrote 
a commentary in an attempt to quell my 
nerves about returning to the civilian 
world and leave some kind of mark. I 
was eight months pregnant and terrified 
that separating from the Air Force was 
the wrong decision. She told me about an opportunity to ingrained into who I am. 

“And I will not fail,” I wrote. pick up almost exactly where I’d left I’m writing this commentary in 
I also wrote, “It can be easy to blame off. So, I took it. This time, I’d be in the an attempt to quell my nerves. I’ve 

everyone and everything besides myself building across the street as a full-time been a noncommissioned officer 
for an inability to accomplish my goals. public affairs specialist with the Air for about five minutes now. OK, a 
But 'And I will not fail' convicts me to Force Reserve’s 403rd Wing. month. But a month really does feel 
take responsibility for my success and On the drive back to Biloxi, I took like five minutes these days. What if 
not accept my own excuses. It's not ‘I deep breaths in an attempt to quell my I’m not ready to be a leader? What 
might not fail,’ it's not ‘I'll try not to fail’ nerves. The kind where the air finally if I make big, messy mistakes? What 
and it's not ‘If I fail it's not my fault.’ It's reaches a part of your lungs that seems if I misguide my future Airmen? 
‘I will not fail.’” strewn with imaginary cobwebs. Once What if I was a good Airman, but 

For the next three and a half years, I again, I was terrified I’d made the I’m just a mediocre NCO? 
lived my life as a civilian. I pierced my wrong decision. I’m terrified. But if my pattern is real, 
nose. I had a child. I got my degree and Maybe I have a pattern. Or maybe I maybe being terrified is a sign I’m on 
found a high-paying job. I finally lived just worry too much. It’s probably both. the right track. The unknown is always 
close to my family after a decade away. For the past three months, I’ve scary. But facing it is the only way to 
I built an even stronger relationship lived my life as an Airman again. In grow. 
with my husband. such a short time, I’ve had dozens of So, I’ll probably keep making big, 

I wasn’t failing. thrilling opportunities: to help flood drastic decisions, worrying they’re the 
But I also didn’t feel complete. victims in Baton Rouge, La.; to meet wrong ones and then soaking in every 
About four months after “settling Kate Hudson and Kurt Russell; to fly moment of this life – even the mistakes. 

down for good” in Texas, I got a into and smell the inside of a hur I have people who care. I have op
Facebook message from a friend who ricane; to watch my family flourish; portunities. I have everything I need to 
happened to be my supervisor when I to remember how deeply those last succeed, as long as I do the work. 
was at Keesler Air Force Base, Miss. five words of the Airman’s Creed are And I will not fail. 
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The Christmas season can be the most joyous of times, but it 
can also turn deadly because of fire. 

From 2009-2013, Christmas trees were the first item ig
nited in an estimated average of 210 reported home struc
ture fires per year, resulting in an annual average of seven 
civilian fire deaths, 19 civilian fire injuries, and $17.5 mil
lion in direct property damage, according to national es
timates of reported home structure fires derived from the 
U.S. Fire Administration’s National Fire Incident Reporting 
System and the National Fire Prevention Association. 

While Christmas tree fires are not common, when they do oc
cur they are more likely to be serious. One of every 31 reported 
home Christmas tree fires resulted in a death, compared to an 
average of one death per 144 total reported home fires. Two out 
of every five home Christmas tree fires started in the living room, 
family room or den. 

Short-circuiting tree lights are cited as the leading cause, with 
one of every three home Christmas tree fires caused by electrical 
problems. 

Joint Base San Antonio-Fire Emergency Services officials offer 
these safety tips for choosing and preparing Christmas trees for 
decoration to minimize the risk of fire and injuries. 

Picking the tree 
• Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that do not fall off 

when touched. 
Placing the tree 
• Before placing the tree in the stand, cut two inches from the 

base of the trunk. 
• Make sure the tree is at least three feet away from any heat 

source, like fireplaces, radiators, candles, heat vents or lights. A 
heat source too close to the tree causes roughly one in every six 
of Christmas tree fires. 

• Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit. 
• Add water to the tree stand and be sure to add water daily. 
Lighting the tree 
• Use lights that are listed by a qualified testing laboratory. 

Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use. 
• Replace any string of lights with worn or broken cords or loose 

bulb connections. Read manufacturer’s instructions for number of 
light strands to connect. 

• Never use lit candles to decorate the tree. 
• Always turn off Christmas tree lights before leaving home or 

going to bed. 
After Christmas 
• Get rid of the tree after Christmas or when it dries out. Dried-

out trees are a fire danger and should not be left in the home or 
garage, or placed outside against the home. 

• Check with your local community to find a recycling pro-
gram. 

• Bring outdoor electrical lights indoors after the holidays to 
prevent hazards and make them last longer. 

As you deck the halls this holiday season, be fire smart. A 
small fire that spreads to a Christmas tree can grow large very 
quickly. 

For more information about Christmas tree safety, visit the 
National Fire Prevention Association website at http://www.nfpa. 
org/education or contact the JBSA Fire Prevention Offices at JBSA-
Fort Sam Houston at 221-2727, JBSA-Lackland at 671-2921 or 
JBSA-Randolph at 652-6915. 

(Source: National Fire Prevention Association, http:// 
www.nfpa.org) 

WINGSPREADDECEMBER 16, 2016 PAGE 3

The Christmas season can be the most joyous of times, but it 

Observe Christmas tree safety this holiday season 
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By Robert Goetz 
502nd Air Base Wing Public Affairs 

Department of Defense ID card
holders will have an opportunity to 
get a jump start on their New Year’s 
fitness resolutions at a pair of 
annual events in the com
ing weeks at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Randolph. 

The Rambler Fitness 
Center will host the 
Holiday 10-Mile Bike Ride 
at 8 a.m. Saturday at 
Eberle Park and the 
Resolution Run 5K at 
8 a.m. New Year’s Day 
at Airmen’s Heritage 
Park. 

“The bike ride sets 
the tone for the Christ
mas holidays,” said 
Tommy Brown, Rambler 
Fitness Center recreation 
aide. “It’s also a way to get 
an early start on your New 
Year’s resolutions.” 

Riders will start at 
Eberle Park, head south 
on Perimeter Road past 
Randolph Oaks Golf Course 
and continue north to a 
location near the JBSA-
Randolph Medical Clinic, 
where a turnaround point 
will be established for the same 
route back to the park. 

Last year, 15 riders participated in the 
event despite rainy weather, Brown said. 

“We’re expecting more participants 
this year,” he said. “We have a broad 
age range; some people even bring their 
children.” 

Runners and walkers at the Resolution 
Run 5K on New Year’s Day will start at 

Airmen’s Heritage Park and continue on 
Perimeter Road past the east gate to the 
turnaround point north of Eberle Park, 
Brown said. 

“There were 40 to 50 people at 
last year’s Resolution Run,” he said. 

“It’s a great way to start the new 
year.” 

Brown encourages par
ticipants at either the 10

Mile Holiday Bike Ride or 
Resolution Run 5K to sign 
up 30 minutes prior to 
the start of the event. 
Participants will have 
an opportunity to 
pick up giveaways at 
the conclusion of the 
events. 

The new year also 
marks the beginning 

of the Rambler Fitness 
Center’s annual “New 
Year, New Program” 
campaign, which en
courages participants to 
attend 24 group aerobic 
classes at the center and 
accomplish 70 miles of 
running or walking and 
36 miles of biking during 
the year. 

Those who wish to join the 
self-monitored program can 

pick up tracking cards at the 
fitness center’s front desk. 

“New Year, New Program” also 
offers giveaways once participants 
reach their goals. 

“We try to encourage people to start a 
new program,” said Christian Wasylchak, 
Rambler Fitness Center facility technician. 
“We like to see them establish goals and 
go after them.” 

Call 652-7263 for more information. 

By Robert Goetz Airmen’s Heritage Park and continue on 

Fitness center schedules holiday events Airman Cookie Drive a sweet success 

Photo by Joel Martinez 
Col. Thomas Miner (center left), 502nd Security Forces Logistics Support Group commander; 
his wife, Candi (second from left); and Chief Master Sgt. Katie McCool (center right), 502nd 
SFLSG superintedent, bag cookies during the Airman Cookie Drive Dec. 6 at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Randolph. The event provides baked goods to single Airmen at JBSA-Randolph who 
otherwise would not get home-baked treats during the holidays. 
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By Airman 1st Class Lauren Parsons 
502nd Air Base Wing Public Affairs 

Joint Base San Antonio chapels have announced 
the following holiday services for 2016: 

Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston 
All services will be held at the Joint Base San 

Antonio-Fort Sam Houston Main Post Chapel, 
1605 Wilson Way, or the Dodd Field Chapel, 
5584 Dodd Blvd., building 1721. 

For more information on any services, 
contact 221-5004/5937. 

Catholic services: 
• Christmas Eve mass; 5 p.m. at the 

Dodd Field Chapel. 
• Christmas Eve midnight mass; 

10 p.m. at the Main Post Chapel. 
• Christmas day mass; 9:30 a.m. at the 

Main Post Chapel and 12:30 p.m. at the 
Dodd Field Chapel. 

• New Year’s Eve mass; 5:30 p.m. at the Main Post 
Chapel. 

• New Year’s Day mass; 9:30 a.m. at the Main Post Chapel. 
Jewish service: 
• Celebration of Hanukkah; Dec. 30, 8 p.m. at the Main Post Chapel. 
Protestant services: 
• Christmas Eve; 6 p.m. at the Main Post Chapel. The service will include a candle-

light portion. 
• Christmas day; 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. at the Main Post Chapel. 
• Christmas day gospel; 10:30 a.m. at the Dodd Field Chapel. 
• New Year’s Eve Watch Night; 7-9 p.m. at the Dodd Field Chapel. 
Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland 
All services for permanent party service members and their families will be held 

at the Freedom Chapel, 2200 Truemper St., or the Airmen Memorial Chapel, building 
5432, on Barnes Avenue. 

For questions regarding any services, contact 671-4208. 
Catholic services: 
• Christmas Eve children’s play; 4 p.m. The play will involve a reenactment of the 

biblical birth of Jesus, said Anna Padilla, Catholic Freedom Chapel religious activities 
coordinator. 

• Christmas Eve vigil mass; 5 p.m. 
• Christmas Eve midnight mass; 12 a.m. 
• Christmas day mass; 11 a.m. 

Jewish service: 
• Celebration of Hanukah; Dec. 25, 6:15-7:15 p.m. at the Airmen 

Memorial Chapel. The service will include a menorah lighting. 
Protestant services: 
• Christmas Eve; 7 p.m. The service will include a candlelight por-

tion. 
• Christmas day; 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 
• New Year’s Eve Gospel Watch Night; 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 

The fellowship event is focused on worship and will include a short 
sermon. A free breakfast will follow the 12:30 p.m. service. 

Bonnie Gonzalez, Freedom Chapel Protestant religious ac-
tivities coordinator, said the holiday services provide an op
portunity for everyone, including those who only attend church 
a few times a year, the opportunity to reconnect and come 
together with the family of Christ. 

Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph 
All services will be held at the JBSA-Randolph Chapel, 2 

Circle Dr., or the Religious Activities Center, at the intersection 
of H and 1st St. West, building 975. 

“The reason people ought to come to worship service is it’s 
about Christ, it’s not about us,” said Capt. Richard Boyd, 502nd Air Base Wing chap
lain. “Christmas is about worshiping God, and we need to put Him first.” 

For more information on any services or activities, contact 652-6121. 
Catholic services: 
• Christmas Eve family mass; 5 p.m. at the RAC. The service will include a chil-

dren’s play. 
• Christmas Eve caroling; 9:30 p.m. at the JBSA-Randolph Chapel. 
• Christmas Eve midnight mass; 10 p.m. at the JBSA-Randolph Chapel. 
• Christmas day mass; 8:30 a.m. at the RAC. The regular 11:30 a.m. mass is can-

celed for Christmas day. 
• New Year’s Eve mass; 5 p.m. at the JBSA-Randolph Chapel. 
• New Year’s Day mass; 8:30 a.m. at the RAC. The regular 11:30 a.m. mass is 

canceled for Christmas day. 
Protestant services: 
• Christmas Eve; 7 p.m. at the JBSA-Randolph Chapel. The service will include a 

candlelight portion. 
• Christmas day; 9:30 a.m. at the JBSA-Randolph Chapel. The regular 8:15 and 

11 a.m. services are canceled. 
• New Year’s Day; 9:30 a.m. at the JBSA-Randolph Chapel. The regular 8:15 and 

11 a.m. services are canceled. 
Ecumenical chapel activities: 
• Christmas decoration takedown, Jan. 8; 12:30 p.m. at the JBSA-Randolph Chapel 

and the RAC. 

Courtesy graphic 

By Airman 1st Class Lauren Parsons Jewish service:

JBSA offers chapel services for holiday season 
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By David DeKunder 
502nd Air Base Wing Public Affairs 

Active-duty members, military retirees and 
Department of Defense civilians are staying fit, 
competing and experiencing unit camaraderie by 
participating in intramural sports programs at 
Joint Base San Antonio. 

Each year hundreds of JBSA members participate in 
intramural sports programs offered by the 502nd Force 
Support Squadron at JBSA locations, including flag foot
ball, basketball, volleyball, softball and soccer. 

Intramural sports programs are open to DOD card
holders, including active-duty, Reserve and National 
Guard members, and military family members 18 years 
and older, military retirees and government civilians. 

JBSA members compete in intramural leagues with 
the unit they are assigned to or work with. Units can 
compete in several sports, with intramural leagues run
ning year-round. 

Participating in intramural sports helps service mem
bers stay fit and reduce stress, said Dwayne Reed, 502nd 
FSS chief of fitness and sports at JBSA-Lackland. 

“It provides that outlet for the four dimensions of well
ness, whether it be spiritually, mentally, physically and 
emotionally,” he said. “At the end of the day, it’s about 
being fit to fight and doing their duty.” 

Reed oversees an intramural sports program at JBSA-
Lackland in which 30 to 36 teams – with 20 to 25 players 
each - participate in each sport, making it the largest at 
JBSA. He said the intramural leagues are very competi
tive, but help bring the base community together. 

“Sports brings everyone together,” Reed said. “Espe
cially during the softball season, you will see the base 
members bring the kids out. We have installed barbecue 
grills at the picnic tables near the fields and we allow 
them to bring canopies. They are making barbecue and 
they are having a good time. It’s a very family-friendly 
atmosphere. We want people to come out 
and have a good time.” 

At JBSA-Fort Sam Houston, there are two intra
mural programs – one for active-duty, military fam
ily members and retirees and government civilians, 
and the other for students at the Medical Education 
and Training Campus. 

Earl Young, 502nd FSS sports program manager at 
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston, said intramural sports on the 
post are competitive and foster esprit de corps among 
unit members who compete on their teams. 

Each of the intramural sports leagues at JBSA-Fort 
Sam Houston have an average of eight to 16 teams com
peting in them, with 12 to 15 players per team for flag 
football, 11 players per team for volleyball, 13 to 14 play
ers per team for basketball, 10 to 12 players per team 
for soccer and 17 to 18 players per team for softball. 

In addition, JBSA-Fort Sam Houston has intramural 
leagues for bowling and golf, with six to eight players 
per team for bowling and eight per team for golf, which 
can have 20-plus teams competing in the sport. 

Brian Hartzell, 502nd FSS METC Sports and Fitness 
Center sports program manager, heads up the intramu
ral program for METC students, who on average are at 
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston for 10 to 12 weeks. 

Hartzell said participation among METC students in 
intramural sports leagues is strong with 140 participat
ing in each sport. Intramural programs offered to METC 
students include flag football, basketball, softball, soccer 
and volleyball. Each sport averages between nine and 10 
teams, with 10 to 14 students on each team roster. 

Intramural sports help METC students who have just 
completed basic training to fit in within their units and 

develop leadership skills, Hartzell said. 

“It’s amazing to watch them develop as leaders on the 
field,” he said. “They start to communicate with each 
other and work out the problems on the team. At first, 
they don’t know how to fit in and then they will start to 
fit in. It’s unique to watch them develop.” 

Rikk Prado, 502nd FSS Rambler Fitness Center sports 
program manager at JBSA-Randolph, said volleyball and 
softball are the most popular intramural sports at the 
base with 12-plus teams participating in each sport. 

Flag football and basketball average five to six teams 
in their leagues each year. 

Prado said intramural sports are for the benefit of 
JBSA members, particularly active-duty members. 

“We offer it for the morale of the troops,” Prado said. 
“It helps give that Airman who has never left his home
town integrated into his unit.” 

Participants in intramural sports at JBSA-Randolph 
are determined to win for their units, but show sports
manship after each game, Prado said. 

Each of the intramural sports leagues at JBSA loca
tions has a season schedule with the installation cham
pions being determined in a playoff format. The top two 
finishers at each JBSA location advance to a tournament 
to determine the JBSA champion in their sport. METC 
teams do not compete in the JBSA tournament, but have 
their own playoff system that determines a winner in 
each sport. 

JBSA members who want to participate can join a 
team by calling the one of the sports programs: JBSA-
Fort Sam Houston at 808-5710, JBSA-Randolph at 652
7272, or JBSA-Lackland at 671-1632. METC students 
can call 808-5707. 

By David DeKunder

JBSA intramurals promote competition, fitness, camaraderie 

Courtesy graphic 

Dwayne Reed 
502nd Force Support Squadron chief of fitness and sports at JBSA-Lackland 

“It provides that outlet for the four dimensions of wellness, 
whether it be spiritually, mentally, physically and emotionally.” 
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Some early filers may not receive tax refund until after Feb. 15, 2017 Some early fi lers may not receive tax refund until after Feb. 15, 2017Some early fi lers may not receive tax refund until after Feb. 15, 2017
Many taxpayers plan their holiday 

shopping and other purchases on the fact 
they will get their tax refund from the IRS 
at the earliest possible date. 

In 2017, that may no longer be the 
case. 

The Protecting Americans from Tax 
Hikes, or PATH, Act, signed into law 
December 2015, requires the IRS to 
hold tax refunds which include Earned 
Income Tax Credit, or EITC, and 
Additional Child Tax Credit, or ACTC, 
until Feb. 15, 2017. 

This law requires the IRS to hold re
funds until mid-February in 2017 for 
people claiming the EITC or the ACTC. 
Also, new identity theft and refund fraud 
safeguards by both the IRS and individual 
states may mean some tax returns and 
refunds face additional review. 

Beginning in 2017, the IRS must 
hold the entire refund – even the por
tion not associated with the EITC and 

ACTC – until at least Feb. 15. The IRS 
says this change helps ensure taxpay
ers get the refund they are owed by 
giving the agency more time to help 

detect and prevent fraud. 
“This is an important change, as some 

of these taxpayers are used to getting an 
early refund,” IRS commissioner John 

Koskinen said. “We want people to be 
aware of the change for their planning 
purposes during the holidays. We don’t 
want anyone caught by surprise if they 
get their refund a few weeks later than 
in previous years.” 

As in past years, the IRS will begin ac
cepting and processing tax returns once 
the filing season begins. 

All taxpayers should file as usual, and 
tax return preparers should submit re
turns as they normally do. Although the 
IRS cannot issue refunds for some early 
filers until at least Feb. 15, the IRS re
minds taxpayers most refunds will be is
sued within the normal timeframe: less 
than 21 days, after being accepted for 
processing by the IRS. 

The “Where’s My Refund?” tool on 
http://www.IRS.gov and the IRS2Go phone 
app remains the best way to get the status 
of a refund. 

(Source: Defense Media Activity) 

The North American Aerospace 
Defense Command, or NORAD, at 
Peterson Air Force Base, Colo., is 
celebrating the 61st Anniversary of track
ing Santa’s yuletide journey. 

The NORAD Tracks Santa website 
at http://www.noradsanta.org launched 
Dec. 1 and features Santa’s North Pole 
Village, which includes a holiday count
down, games, activities and more. The 
website is available in English, French, 
Spanish, German, Italian, Japanese, 
Portuguese and Chinese. 

Official NORAD Tracks Santa apps 
are also available in the Windows, Apple 
and Google Play stores, so parents and 

children can countdown the days until 
Santa’s launch on their smart phones and 
tablets! Tracking opportunities are also 
offered on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, 
Instagram and Google+. Santa followers 
just need to type “@noradsanta” into each 
search engine to get started. 

Starting at 2:01 a.m. Eastern Standard 
Time Dec. 24, website visitors can watch 
Santa make preparations for his flight. 

NORAD’s “Santa Cams” will stream 
videos on the website as Santa makes his 
way over various locations. Then, at 
6 a.m. EST, trackers worldwide can speak 
with a live phone operator to inquire 
as to Santa’s whereabouts by dialing 

the toll-free number 1-877-Hi-NORAD 
(1-877-446-6723) or by sending an email 
to noradtrackssanta@outlook.com. 

Any time on Dec. 24, Windows Phone 
users can ask Cortana for Santa’s loca
tion, and OnStar subscribers can press 
the OnStar button in their vehicles to lo
cate Santa. 

NORAD Tracks Santa is truly a global 
experience, delighting generations of 
families everywhere. This is due, in large 
part, to the efforts and services of numer
ous program contributors. 

It all started in 1955 when a local me
dia advertisement directed children to 
call Santa direct – only the number was 

misprinted. Instead of reaching Santa, 
the phone rang through to the crew com
mander on duty at the Continental Air 
Defense Command Operations Center. 
Thus began the tradition, which NORAD 
carried on since it was created in 1958. 

(Source: North American Aerospace 
Defense Command) 

The North American Aerospace children can countdown the days until the toll-free number 1-877-Hi-NORAD misprinted.  Instead of reaching Santa, 

NORAD ready to track Santa’s flight Christmas Eve night 
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By Jeremy Gerlach

MTI gives trainees a dose of reality at BEAST site
 
By Jeremy Gerlach 
502nd Air Base Wing Public Affairs 

Basic Military Training might give Airmen the tools to 
succeed in their career field, but the Basic Expeditionary 
Airman Skills Training site – the BEAST – gives them a 
much simpler gift: the tools to survive deployment. 

The lifeblood of the BEAST is military training in
structors like Staff Sgt. Britney Simpson, 319th Train
ing Squadron Military Training Instructor. Airmen meet 
Simpson during their fifth week of BMT, where they 
undergo a mock deployment to the site. There, Simpson 
puts them through a week of painstakingly simulated 
scenarios involving basic combat and air base defense 
against chemical and ground attacks. 

Though the BEAST is a mock installation, the site is 
actually the first place where reality sets in for many 
trainees, Simpson said. 

"When these trainees grasp the concept that this 
is real, that the deployment will come, and 
that the threat is real – and all around 
us – that's the most rewarding part of my 
work," she said. "Knowing that what I'm 
teaching them could one day help them 
in a deployed environment, that's one of 
the best things about being out here at the 
BEAST." 

Deployment to the BEAST can be a jar
ring shift for trainees who’ve spent the 
past four weeks living in dormitories. The 
site is exposed to the sweltering Texas sun, 
covered in sand and loose gravel and sur
rounded by imposing mounds of fencing 
wire and sandbag barricades. 

"I always think of this experience as a 
real deployment,” Simpson explained. “You 
don't create that experience without there be
ing intensity, and that has to come from me. One 
day, they may be under pressure, and they will have 
to react. At the BEAST site, that pressure is coming 
from me." 

If trainees think the living conditions are adverse, 
that’s nothing compared to the human element that 
Simpson brings to the table. 

During chemical and ground attack simulation, 
Simpson barks instructions like a traditional MTI, 
urging Airmen to take proper care of their filtration 
masks, body armor, and weapons. 

But during seemingly peaceful times at the site, 
Simpson surprises trainees as an insurgent infiltrator, 
sharpening their situational awareness and alertness. 

“Another lesson we teach deployed Airmen is they 
can’t allow unauthorized people on-base,” Simpson said. 
“There are times when we have instructors pose as infil
trators, and Airmen can see what happens if they ignore 
people just trying to walk onto the installation.” 

Chief Master Sgt. Scott Ransom, 319th Training 
Squadron superintendent, said Simpson was an ideal 
choice for the BEAST site because of her experience 
downrange. Simpson, as a former security forces mili

tary working dog handler deployed to Iraq in 
2006, has excellent installation defense instincts. 

“Simpson is consistent,” he said. “She’s not flashy or 
in your face … but when you watch her run through 
the teaching scenarios here, it’s easy to see that she’s 
in her element.” 

Simpson’s experience makes her a role model for 
trainees, Ransom added. The MTI has been under at
tack downrange in Iraq and wears the Army Combat 
Action Badge. 

"Getting them to trust that we know what we're talk-
ing about, that can be challenging," Simpson said. “But 
having combat experience, they respect that.” 

While Simpson leans on her downrange experience, 
it’s also important for her to balance this tough love 
with accessibility. 

"We're their discipline, but we’re their counselors, 
too, so they need to know they can come to us with 
questions or if they need help,” Simpson noted. "I'm 
intense, but approachable at the same time. If an airman 
needs to talk to me about a problem, I’m there for them 

– there's a time to turn it on, and a time to turn it off. I 
just happen to have ‘it’ on more than I have ‘it’ off." 

So, after a week of intense survival and base defense 
simulations, Simpson sends her trainees on, one step 
closer to active duty. 

"Everyone should know that these trainees come 
here as civilians, but in 7½ weeks, we've taken them 
from being a civilian to being an Airman," she noted. 
"Us marching them down the bomb run, that's not the 
whole journey." 

For an Air Force that is constantly seeking ways to 
improve base defense and installation security, having 
MTIs like Simpson teaching all Airmen – not just security 
forces personnel – to fight and survive future attacks is 
a valuable asset. 

"Without us, there would be no Airmen to send on 
deployments,” said Simpson, noting that all Airmen are 
vital components of base defense. "When you are in 
times of stress, you fall back on your training. That’s 
what we, as instructors, are giving these Airmen here 
at the BEAST.” 

Staff Sgt. Britney 
Simpson (left), 319th 

Training Squadron 
military training 

instructor, directs 
trainees on proper 

escalation of force pro
cedures during a training 

exercise Sept. 28 at 
the Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland 

Medina Annex. 
Photo by Staff Sgt. 

Marissa Garner 

Staff Sgt. Britney Simpson 
319th Training Squadron Military Training Instructor 

"Without us, there would be no Airmen to send on deployments. When 
you are in times of stress, you fall back on your training. That’s what 

we, as instructors, are giving these Airmen here at the BEAST.” 
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From Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs 

Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. David L. Goldfein 
named Chief Master Sgt. Kaleth O. Wright to 
serve as the 18th Chief Master Sergeant of the 
Air Force Nov. 16. 

Wright will assume his new position in 
February, following the retirement of Chief 
Master Sgt. of the Air Force James A. Cody. 
Cody’s retirement culminates more than 32 
years of service to the Air Force. 

“Chief Wright is absolutely the right choice as 
Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force No. 
18 for our Air Force,” Goldfein said. “He has 
experience in squadrons and major commands 
and in the deployed environment. He served in 
key leadership positions all along the way, lead
ing our Airmen in almost every region of the 
world. I am positive he and Tonya will continue 
to serve tirelessly for our enlisted force as advo
cates for our Airmen and families. Dawn and I 
are excited to have them join our team.” 

Secretary of the Air Force Deborah Lee 
James echoed Goldfein's words and reflected 
on Cody’s time as CMSAF. 

“It was an absolute honor to serve with Chief 
Cody and Athena. They have shown a remark
able commitment and dedication to taking care 
of Airmen and their families," James said. 
"Chief Cody’s steadfast leadership in continu

ing to develop the enlisted force and fighting for 
our Airmen has been unrivaled. Over the past 
four years, he has made monumental changes 
which will continue to positively impact our en
listed force for years to come. I wish him and 
Athena the best as they begin the next chapter 
of their lives.” 

Wright joined the Air Force in 1989 and 
is currently the command chief master ser
geant for U.S. Air Forces in Europe and U.S. 
Air Forces Africa, headquartered at Ramstein 
Air Base, Germany. His career includes vari-
ous assignments in the dental career field and 
as the command chief master sergeant, 22nd 
Air Refueling Wing, McConnell Air Force Base, 
Kansas; 9th Air and Space Expeditionary Task 
Force-Afghanistan, Kabul; and 3rd Air Force 
and 17th Air Expeditionary Air Force, Ramstein 
Air Base, Germany. 

The office of the chief master sergeant 
of the Air Force represents the highest en
listed level of leadership, provides direction 
for the enlisted corps and represents their 
interests to the American public and all lev
els of government. The CMSAF serves as a 
personal advisor to the Air Force Chief of 
Staff and Secretary of the Air Force on all 
issues regarding the welfare, readiness, mo
rale, proper utilization, and progress of the 
enlisted force and their families. 

CSAF announces Wright as CMSAF No. 18 

Photo by Staff Sgt. Alyssa C. Gibson 
Chief Master Sgt. Kaleth O. Wright stands after being named the 18th Chief 
Master Sergeant of the Air Force Nov. 16 at the Pentagon. 

By Kat Bailey 
Air Force Personnel Center Public Affairs 

The Air Force has received an addi
tional $400,000, for a total of $1 million, 
for its 2017 civilian tuition assistance 
program, and all permanent, full-time 
appropriated fund employees, including 
those in wage-grade positions, are now 
eligible to participate. 

Employees are required to have a cur
rent acceptable performance appraisal on 
file and are eligible whether or not they 
occupy a centrally managed position. 

New for 2017, the standard TA rates 
have increased to 75 percent of the cost of 
tuition, not to exceed $250 per semester 
hour versus $187.50. The new fiscal year 
limit increases by $1,000 in 2017, up to 
a maximum of $4,500. 

“Air Force civilian post-secondary tu
ition assistance is intended to support 
civilians in their continued self-develop
ment, including coursework at the asso
ciate, bachelor and master levels,” said 

Mark Schinzel, a human resources spe
cialist at the Air Force Personnel Center. 

Starting in January, TA for all civilians 
will be managed through the Air Force 
Automated Education Management 
System, except for members in the Palace 
Acquire formal training program. These 

interns will be added once the software 
is updated. Until January, civilians are 
asked to use the current paper SF 182, 
Request, Authorization, Agreement and 
Certification for Training Form, while ap
plying the new rules. 

“We want our people to use tuition 

assistance for courses that contribute to 
occupational and institutional competen
cies, special-interest needs and readiness 
by supporting the current and anticipated 
needs of the Air Force,” Schinzel said. 

Additional changes for CTAP include 
TA allowed for one course at any given 
time. Course start and finish dates cannot 
overlap. TA is available for courses offered 
by a fully accredited academic institution 
but cannot be used for courses leading to 
a second degree of the same level already 
attained, such as a second bachelor or 
master’s degree. TA is not available for 
doctorate-level course work. 

Stay informed on the most current ci
vilian tuition assistance information on 
the Civilian Force Development page on 
https://mypers.af.mil 

Click the Force Development link on 
the far left from the civilian employee 
landing page; CTAP can be found under 
the “General” heading. 

For more information, visit https:// 
mypers.af.mil. 

By Kat Bailey assistance for courses that contribute to 

Civilian tuition assistance increases to $1M, expands eligibility 
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Pecan harvesting 
The Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph 

Housing Offi ces and the 902nd Security 
Forces Squadron are asking residents who 
reside on JBSA-Randolph to harvest pecans 
only from their own yard. Those who live off 
base are asked to refrain from harvesting 
any pecans from the installation. 

Businesses designated off limits 
All 502nd Air Base Wing and Joint Base 

San Antonio military members are forbidden 
to enter any establishments named Cracker 
Box Palace, Planet K, Players Club of San 
Antonio, MJM Autohaus or VIP Spa. This in
cludes all locations in Bexar, Atascosa, Bandera, 
Comal, Guadalupe, Kendall, Medina and 

Wilson counties. These businesses are per
ceived as damaging to the military mission. 
For more information, call 652-5727. 

Flu shots now available 
Flu vaccinations are now available at 

the Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Clinic. 
Walk-ins are welcome Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more 
information, please call 652-3279. 

Infant Massage class 
Parents can learn how to relax their 

child, relieve discomfort and help baby 
sleep better during an infant massage 
class. For more information on the one-on
one sessions, call 652-3708. 

JBSA-Randolph Fleenor Theater Schedule 
Friday 

7 p.m. & 10:30 p.m. 
Saturday 

3 p.m. & 7 p.m. 
Sunday 
3 p.m. 

“Rogue One : A Star wars Story” 1st Run (3D) (PG-13) 
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Congratulations to JBSA's newest chief master sergeant selects 

Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph’s newest 
chief master sergeant selects stand in front 
of the Taj Mahal for a group photo Dec. 8 at 
Washington Circle. 
Photo by Sean Worrell 

Joint Base San Antonio

Lackland's newest chief 
 
master sergeant selects 
 
stand for a group photo 
 

Dec. 8 at JBSA-Lackland.
 

The Air Force selected 
 
531 senior master ser


geants for promotion and
 

there were 2,229 senior 
 

master sergeants eligible. 
 
The overall selection rate 
 
was 23.82 percent with 
 
an average overall score
 


for those selected of 
506.82. 

Photo by Johnny Saldivar 

JBSA Sexual Assault
 

Prevention, Response
 


To report a sexual assault, call the 24/7 Joint Base
 

San Antonio Sexual Assault Prevention and Response
 

Hotline at 808-7272 or the Department of Defense
 


Safe Helpline at 877-995-5247.
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Photo by Joel Martinez 
Donald Cruz, 502nd Logistics Readiness Squadron vehicle operator, inspects his taxi Dec. 6 at 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. 

By David DeKunder 
502nd Air Base Wing Public Affairs 

When members at Joint Base 
San Antonio locations need a ride 
for work-related functions, they call 
on the 502nd Logistics Readiness 
Squadron military taxi to help them 
get to their destination. 

Utilizing passenger vans, the 502nd 
LRS military taxi provides transpor-
tation for active-duty members, ser-
vice members on temporary duty and 
Department of Defense civilians con-
ducting official business at the JBSA 
locations they are assigned to. Vans 
can take passengers between work 
sites, to meetings, who are conduct-
ing courier correspondence and from 
lodging to work for service members 
on TDY. 

The taxi service is provided at no 
cost to riders and can be utilized by 
officers and enlisted personnel, from 
generals to airmen basic. 

Michael Cox, 502nd LRS vehicle 
operations supervisor, said the taxi 
service helps reduce the need of per-
sonal vehicle usage by JBSA mem-
bers for official purposes. 

“It’s a convenient, no-cost service 
provided for the efficient utilization of 
government resources,” Cox said. 

The busiest operations for the mili-

tary taxi is at JBSA-Randolph, where 
an average of 175 passengers are 
transported weekly. To date, the taxi 
service has made a combined 3,786 
runs at all JBSA locations this year. 

At JBSA-Lackland and JBSA-Fort 
Sam Houston, taxi service is only 
utilized when shuttle service is not 
available at those locations. 

Cox said active-duty, service mem-
bers on TDY and government civil-
ians are prohibited from using the 
taxi service for personal errands. He 
said the taxi service does not trans-
port passengers between JBSA loca-
tions. 

Average response times for taxi 
service at JBSA locations is 10 min-
utes or less. 

Taxi service is one of many func-
tions of the 502nd LRS, which con-
sists of 198 active-duty members, 
DOD civilians and contractors who 
help serve 266 mission partners 
throughout JBSA. The department 
has 350 vehicles in its inventory, in-
cluding buses, vans, sedans, trucks, 
tractor-trailers, wrecker recovery ve-
hicles and forklifts. 

For information and to utilize the 
taxi service, call 221-9635 at JBSA-
Fort Sam Houston, 671-3317/3318 at 
JBSA-Lackland and 652-8294 (TAXI) 
at JBSA-Randolph. 

DECEMBER 16, 2016

By David DeKunder tary taxi is at JBSA-Randolph, where 

JBSA taxi provides services for members on official business 

By Mike Perron 
Defense Commissary Agency Public Affairs 

The Scholarships for Military Children Program for 
the 2017-18 school year began Tuesday. 

Now entering its 17th year, the program was created 
to recognize the contributions of military families to the 
readiness of the fighting force and to celebrate the role 
of the commissary in the military family community, ac
cording to the mission statement on the militaryscholar. 
org website. 

At least one scholarship worth $2,000 will be awarded 
at every commissary location where qualified applica
tions are received. Additional recipients will be selected 
based on a prorated basis, so more scholarships will be 
awarded at those stores with larger numbers of appli
cants. A total of 700 scholarship grants will be awarded 
this year. 

The Fisher House Foundation, a nonprofit organi
zation that helps service members and their families, 
administers the program. Scholarship Managers, a na
tional nonprofit scholarship management services orga

nization, manages and awards the scholarships. 
“This is always an exciting time of year when the 

Fisher House Scholarships for Military Children pro
gram kicks off, knowing 700 military children will 
have the opportunity to receive a $2,000 scholarship 
to help toward their studies,” said Marye Dobson, 
the Defense Commissary Agency’s liaison for the 
scholarship program. 

The commissary’s industry partners, including ven
dors, suppliers and manufacturers, as well as the gener
al public donate money to the program and every dollar 
donated goes directly toward funding the scholarships. 

To qualify for consideration, applicants must be a 
dependent, unmarried child, younger than 21, or 23, if 
enrolled as a full-time student at a college or university, 
of a service member on active duty, a Reserve or Guard 
member, retiree or survivor of a military member who 
died while on active duty or survivor of a retiree. 

Applications must be hand-delivered or shipped 
via the U.S. Postal Service or other delivery meth
ods to the commissary where the applicant’s family 
normally shops by close of business Feb. 12, 2017. 

Applications cannot be emailed or faxed. 
“Every year, we continue to be impressed by the cali

ber of military children who submit applications. The 
students who are selected to receive scholarship grants 
are truly ‘the best of the best,’” said Jim Weiskopf, the 
Fisher House Foundation vice president. 

Applicants should ensure that they and their spon
sor are enrolled in the Defense Enrollment Eligibility 
Reporting System database and have a military ID card. 
The applicant must attend or plan to attend an accred
ited college or university, full time, in the fall of 2017 or 
be enrolled in studies designed to transfer to a four-year 
program. 

Students who are awarded a full scholarship or re
ceive an appointment to one of the military academies or 
affiliated preparatory schools are not eligible to receive 
funds from this program. A full scholarship is usually de
fined as one that provides for payment of tuition, books, 
lab fees and other expenses. 

In the past 16 years of its existence, the program has 
awarded more than $15 million in scholarships to more 
than 9,000 students. 

By Mike Perron nization, manages and awards the scholarships. Applications cannot be emailed or faxed.

Scholarships open for military children, applications due Feb. 12 
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By Ashley Palacios 
502nd Air Base Wing Public Affairs 

there are still precautions that should be taken to ensure 
your family’s safety. Likewise, many Airmen are travel
ing to other parts of the country for the holidays where 
winter conditions may be more extreme. 

The Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph safety office 
has a few simple tips to ensure Airmen and their families 
have a happy and safe holiday season no matter where 
they spend the holidays. 

• Driving safety 
Before driving in snowy conditions, check your bat

tery, brakes, radiator and antifreeze level. Check tire 
tread or, if necessary, replace tires with all-weather or 
snow tires. Keep the gas tank full to avoid ice in the tank 
and fuel lines. Also, be aware of proper driving proce
dures for icy and snowy roads. Allow for extra travel 
time between locations due to weather conditions. 

• Outdoor safety 
To prevent frostbite and hypothermia while outside, 

wear several layers of warm, loose-fitting and light
weight clothing with water repellent outer garments. 
Remember to remove layers during activities to prevent 
sweating. Change wet clothing as quickly as possible to 
prevent loss of body heat and cover all parts of the body, 
especially head, hands, face, and mouth to protect lungs 
from very cold air. 

Drink plenty of fluids since hydration increases the 
blood's volume, which helps prevent frostbite. Make 

• Fire safety 
Choose holiday decorations that are flame resistant 

or flame retardant. Keep any lit candles away from any
thing that can burn. When cooking, never leave the stove 
or oven unattended. Fireplaces should be swept every 
year to remove soot and debris. 

Smoke alarms should be installed on every floor of 
the home, replaced every 10 years and tested monthly. 
Keep space heaters at least 3 feet away from anything 
that could burn, and turn them off when leaving the 
room or sleeping. 

• Carbon monoxide 
Carbon monoxide is odorless and cannot be seen in 

the air. Carbon monoxide detectors should be installed 
outside of sleeping areas and batteries checked each 
spring and fall. Never run a vehicle inside an attached 
garage. 

• Winter health 
Influenza activity increases in October and November 

and peaks during the winter months, continues as late 
as May. A flu vaccine is the first and best way to reduce 
chances of getting the flu and spreading it to others. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends 
a yearly flu vaccine for everyone 6 months and older. 
Good health habits like covering the mouth when cough-

ing and washing of hands also helps stop the spread of 
germs and prevents illnesses like the flu. 

on noses, ears and paw pads by freezing temperature 
and salt on the ground. Pets who spend a large amount 
of time outdoors need more food in the winter because 
keeping warm depletes energy. Use plastic food and wa
ter bowls when temperatures drop as pets’ tongues can 
stick and freeze to metal. 

• Freezing pipes 
To prevent pipes from freezing, let the cold water 

drip, even at a trickle, from the faucet served by the 
exposed pipes. To thaw frozen pipes, keep the faucet 
open. Running water through the pipe will help melt 
ice in the pipe. 

• Emergencies 
In case of emergency situations, emergency supply 

kits should be assembled for everyone in the home or 
traveling in the car. The kits should include 72 hours of 
food, water and other necessary supplies. Other items to 
include are battery-operated flashlights, extra batteries, 
first-aid kit and extra medicine, baby items and salt, cat 
litter or sand for icy walkways. 

• Reporting procedures 
For inclement weather notifications and current, au

tomated information on base operating status during 
a natural disaster, crisis or emergency, call the JBSA 
Straight Talk Line at 466-4630. 

By Ashley Palacios
502nd Air Base Wing Public Affairs

Drink plenty of fl uids since hydration increases the 
blood's volume, which helps prevent frostbite. Make 

ing and washing of hands also helps stop the spread of ing and washing of hands also helps stop the spread of 
germs and prevents illnesses like the fl u. 

Winter safety tips for safe, happy holidays 
Courtesy graphic 

While winters in San Antonio may be milder than 
other parts of the country, temperature drops means 

sure to cover exposed skin with sunscreen because the 
sun’s rays can still cause sunburn in the winter, espe
cially when they reflect off snow. 

• Pet safety 
Pets should not be left outdoors when temperatures 

drop. Permanent damage can be caused to exposed skin 
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Volunteer of the Year Award ceremony recognizes year-round efforts Volunteer of the Year Award ceremony recognizes year-round effortsVolunteer of the Year Award ceremony recognizes year-round efforts
By Sally Gonzalez 
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston Military & Family Readiness Center 
volunteer coordinator 

The 2017 Joint Base San Antonio Volunteer Award 
Ceremony recognizes outstanding and innovative vol
unteer efforts by the JBSA volunteer community, to 
include all branches of service. The awards honor 
those individuals who exemplify the role of a volun
teer, as well as make a significant positive impact 
on the lives of others. 

The ceremony, scheduled for 1-3 p.m. April 26, 2017, 
at the Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston 
Military & Family Support Center, 3060 Stanley Rd., 
building 2797, will be the first tri-hosted (Air Force, 
Army and Navy) ceremony in the history of Joint Base 
San Antonio. 

Volunteer service must have been performed at any 
time during the 12-month period of Jan. 1-Dec. 31. Each 
unit/organization, at each of the subordinate levels down 

to battalion or squadron, may submit one nomination 
per category. 

Nominees can be nominated year to year, but cannot 
have won award for the category they were nominated 
in the previous year. 

The recognition ceremony is for all volunteers and is 
not qualified by number of hours contributed, however, 
registration with the installation volunteer coordinator 
and submission of hours through the Volunteer 
Management Information System is encouraged. 

This award is open to active duty, family members, 
retirees and Department of Defense civilians. There are 
five categories in which volunteers may be nominated: 
individual, family, teen, small group (less than 50) and 
large group (more than 50). 

Another award is the Volunteer Excellence Award, 
or VEA, which was established to recognize fed
eral civilians, family members, military retirees 
and federal retirees of all branches who perform 
outstanding volunteer community service of a sus

tained, direct and consequential nature. 
This lifetime achievement award, authorized by the 

U.S Air Force chief of staff, recognizes exceptional long
term community support which is significant in charac
ter, produces tangible results and reflects favorably on 
the United States armed forces. 

The VEA is intended to honor direct support 
of community activities that may have been per
formed over time to include that from another mili
tary installation or local civilian community. The 
service performed must have been on a voluntary 
basis; not as part of a tasking, and must not have 
resulted in any personal gain. The VEA is not for 
active-duty service members. Nominations will be 
accepted Jan. 1-Feb. 24, 2017. 

The following nomination writing workshops are 
available at the JBSA-Fort Sam Houston MFRC: 
Jan. 11, 1-3 p.m.; Jan. 18, 9-11 a.m.; Feb. 8, 9-11 a.m.; 
and Feb. 15, 1-3 p.m. 

For more information, call 221-9849. 

"We've downsized" JBSA Social Media 
Follow the official home of JBSA at: 

•  Facebook: Joint Base San Antonio • Twitter: @JBSA_Official 
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