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From left: Retired Col. Gary Baber and 
Col. Matthew Isler, 12th Flying Training 
Wing commander, salute during the 43rd 
Freedom Flyer Reunion wreath laying 
ceremony March 4 at Joint Base San 
Antonio Randolph. 

JBSA Front and Center, page 4 Freedom Flyer remembers his B-52 crew, page 5 Spring forward in safety, page 12 
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By Nicholas Brace 
502nd Air Base Wing History Office 

The attack on Pearl Harbor and the en
try of the United States into World War II 
brought dramatic changes to Duncan and 
Kelly Fields in San Antonio, with the need 
for more pilots, bombardiers, navigators 
and maintainers that resulted in the rapid 
expansion of the U.S. Army Air Corps. 

But by the summer of 1942, a con
gested sky over San Antonio had become 
dangerous. In response, the Army Air 
Forces combined Kelly and Duncan Fields 
in March 1943 under the single name of 
Kelly Field. 

Flying training ended and its primary 
function became one of maintenance and 
supply, turning the base into a huge in
dustrial complex that needed more and 
more workers. 

Knowing they had men leaving for 
combat duty, women workers were 
flooding in, and by the beginning of 
1942, the depots had authority to hire 
in whatever numbers and whatever 
skill levels they could. 

During this shift in its role in 1943 
to logistics and maintenance, the 
workforce quickly grew from 1,000 to 
20,000, many of them women known 
as “Kelly Katies,” who helped maintain 
U.S. warplanes at the San Antonio Air 
Depot. By the end of 1942, women 
comprised more than 27 percent of the 
depot workforce. 

The demographic shift seen at the San 
Antonio depot was echoed throughout the 
country where women, known as “Rosie 
the Riveters,” contributed to the successful 
war effort by performing non-traditional 
work. At the San Antonio Air Depot, they 
were called “Kelly Katies.” 

Kelly Field’s personnel officers under
stood that by hiring a large number of rel
atively unskilled employees, the previous 

use of on-the-job training was no longer 
practical. These workers needed some 
sort of classroom apprentice training. 

As a result, the depot created the San 
Antonio Aircraft School in May 1941, 
attracting some 2,500 students in a 
three-month program by July. As civilian 
strength neared its peak by the end of 
1943, the need for pre-employment train
ing lessened, but the pre-employment 
training program continued on a much 
smaller scale. 

By 1944, women made up nearly 40 
percent of the Kelly workforce. While 
their numbers increased, this didn’t mean 
these “Kelly Katies” didn’t face harass
ment, prejudice and skepticism in their 
ability to do a “man’s job.” 

Nonetheless, they persevered and 
ended up working in nearly every 
shop at Kelly Field, overhauling air
craft engines, taxiing aircraft and 

repairing damage where their small 
hands gained access to places larger 
men’s hands could not. 

By 1945, these women had proved they 
belonged at Kelly Field, but as the men 
returned from combat duty in increasing 
numbers, the “Kelly Katies” returned to 
their prewar roles they had played before 
1941. Their contributions would leave a 
lasting impression on the ability of the 
women workforce. 

The United States called on these wom
en again after the start of the Korean War. 
By January 1951, the “Kelly Katies” an
swered their country’s call, returning to 
their old jobs in the Kelly Field mainte
nance shops, overhauling B-29 bombers 
and repairing giant B-36 engines. 

This time, they didn’t have to prove 
themselves; and at the end of this con
flict, many of the “Kelly Katies” remained 
working at Kelly Field. 

By Nicholas Brace

‘Kelly Katies’ helped maintain WW II warplanes 

Courtesy photo 
“Kelly Katies” doing desealing work in a B-36 fuel tank at Kelly Field in San Antonio during 
the Korean War. 

WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH 

Check us out on: 
• Facebook: Joint Base San Antonio, JBSA-Fort Sam 
Houston, Lackland JBSA and JBSA-Randolph 
• Twitter: @JBSA_Official; @JBSAFSH; 
@JBSALackland and @JBSARandolph 
• YouTube: Joint Base San Antonio 
• Flickr: Joint Base San Antonio Public Affairs 
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By Dan Hawkins 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

The 2016 Air Force Assistance Fund Campaign at 
Joint Base San Antonio kicks off March 21 and runs 
until April 29. 

JBSA is part of the overall Air Force effort 
worldwide participating in this annual fund
raising event which raises money for four Air 
Force charities – the Air Force Aid Society, 
Air Force Enlisted Village, Air Force Villages 
Charitable Foundation and the Gen. and Mrs. 
Curtis E. LeMay Foundation. 

“The overall fund-raising goal this year for 
JBSA is $407,644, split between JBSA-Randolph, JBSA-
Lackland and JBSA-Fort Sam Houston,” said 2nd Lt. Sean 
Nesburg, 502nd Communications Squadron and JBSA's 
AFAF installation project officer. “Anyone can donate to 
the program, using cash or check; active duty and retir-
ees can also set up an automatic deduction from their 
paychecks if they choose.” 

Unit AFAF project officers will be making 100 per
cent contact with active-duty personnel about the program; other personnel wish
ing to make an AFAF donation should contact their unit AFAF project officers for 
information. 

Here’s a closer look at the four charities the AFAF supports: 
• The Air Force Aid Society: provides Airmen and their families worldwide with 

emergency financial assistance, education assistance and various base-level com

munity enhancement programs. 
• The Air Force Enlisted Village: supports Teresa Village in Fort 

Walton Beach, Fla., and Bob Hope Village in Shalimar, Fla., near 
Eglin Air Force Base. The fund provides homes and financial as
sistance to retired enlisted members' widows and widowers who 
are 55 and older. It also supports Hawthorn House in Shalimar 
which provides assisted living for residents, including 24-hour 

nursing care. 
• The Air Force Villages Charitable Foundation: donations 

support independent and assisted living needs for retired of
ficers and their spouses, widows or widowers and family 
members. Communities are located in San Antonio. 

• The Gen. and Mrs. Curtis E. LeMay Foundation: 
provides rent and financial assistance to widows and 
widowers of officer and enlisted retirees in their 

homes and communities through financial grants 
of assistance. 

For Air Force Assistance Fund information, visit 
http://www.afassistancefund.org. You can find informa
tion about all of the affiliate charities, a link to the do
nation forms, videos, assistance stories and frequently 

asked questions. 
For more information about the AFAF, JBSA points of 

contact are: 
JBSA: 2nd Lt. Sean Nesburg, 925-8264 

JBSA-Fort Sam Houston: 1st Lt. Jessica Smith, 21-2213 
JBSA-Lackland: Master Sgt. Richard Losoya, 945-4896 
JBSA-Randolph: Master Sgt. Leif Gisselberg, 652-3459 

By Dan Hawkins munity enhancement programs.

JBSA Air Force Assistance Fund campaign kicks off March 21 
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By Airman 1st Class Stormy Archer 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

A cool breeze filters its way 
through the branches of the Fort 
Sam Houston National Cemetery. 
The crisp air carries the sound 
of wagon wheels creaking as 
they churn their way down the 
road behind the clip-clop of a 
1,700-pound Percheron belong
ing to the Joint Base San Anto
nio-Fort Sam Houston Caisson 
Section. 

As the wagon pulls up to a 
Hearse parked at the cemetery, 
members of the honor guard turn 
with precise facing movements, help
ing bring closure to family members 
and ushering their fallen brother in arms 
to his final rest. 

Little do they know the precision and expertise 
they witnessed would not be possible without the in
struction of an unlikely equestrian from Alabama. 

“I was in Korea and I got orders to Fort Sam 
Houston,” Army Staff Sgt. Edward Montgomery, 
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston Caisson Section military 
honors platoon sergeant, said. “I wasn’t sure 
what the job was; all I was told is that I was 
going to garrison. Then, when I arrived, I was 
told I was going to the caisson.” 

In 2013, Montgomery joined the JBSA-Fort Sam 
Houston Caisson Section as a squad leader, becom
ing platoon sergeant a year and a half later after the 
departure of the previous platoon sergeant. 

As the platoon sergeant, Montgomery trains new 
Soldiers arriving to the unit to be members of the 
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston Honor Guard. After 10 days 
of training in drill and ceremony, the new members 
are ready to be sent out to perform honors. 

“I’m extremely proud of how (honor guard mem
bers) progress from not knowing any of this and then 
in just 10 days, they go out and perform honors for 
service members,” Montgomery said. “It makes me 
feel proud to know I helped influence and train that 
Soldier. I’m proud to give that Soldier the opportunity 
to give family members and service members that 
one last rite as a military member.” 

A typical day starts at 5:30 a.m. with prepara
tion for either physical fitness training or rendering 
honors for a service member who has passed away. 
Montgomery’s section ensures honors are rendered 
at services covering a broad expanse, approximately 
67,000 square-miles, in south Texas. 

The unit includes 12 permanently-assigned 
Soldiers, along with 12 horses. Additionally, 24 
Soldiers are attached to the unit on 90-day rota
tions. A big part of Montgomery’s job involves 

training, both Soldiers and horses. 
“One of the big things about dealing with horses is 

that they are not people; they don’t respond the same 
way so you can’t come in and train them like you 
would a service member,” Montgomery said. “You 
have to speak the language of the horse and convey 
that to the Soldiers as they learn about the horses, 
because not everyone has experience with horses or 
comes from an equestrian background.” 

Taskings for the unit come from the Casualty 
Assistance Center at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston, with 
the earliest notification for a funeral the unit will re
ceive is approximately 24 hours. In that time, Mont
gomery and his team will assign the mission, person
nel, coordinate travel and lodging for over-night stays 
depending on what honors are rendered. 

“We have to make sure everything falls into place,” 
Montgomery said. “This is a no fail mission.” 

While he had no experience dealing with anything 
equestrian before arriving in San Antonio, Montgom
ery put his best foot forward and has adapted quickly 
to his new role. 

“I never imagined in my life or military career that 
I would be working with horses, but coming here 
has been a great experience and I wouldn’t trade 
it for anything,” he said. “I recommend if anyone 
has the opportunity to do this, they should take full 
advantage of it.” 

By Airman 1st Class Stormy Archer

‘Unlikely equestrian’ leads JBSA-FSH Caisson Section 

Photos by Airman 1st Class Stormy Archer 

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO FRONT AND CENTER 

Army Staff Sgt. Edward Montgomery, Joint Base San Antonio-Fort 
Sam Houston Caisson Section military honors platoon sergeant, walks 
caisson horse Copeland Feb. 5 at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston. 

Joint Base San 
Antonio-Fort 
Sam Houston 
Caisson Section 
members 
perform funeral 
honors Feb. 5 
at the Fort Sam 
Houston 
National 
Cemetery. 
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By Robert Goetz 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

The events of Dec. 20, 1972, were clearly on the 
mind of former Air Force pilot Paul Granger as he 
exited a T-38C Talon following a special hour-long flight 
last week that began and ended on the east flightline at 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. 

Caught up in the emotional aftermath of his 
long-overdue “freedom flight” piloted by Lt. Col. 
Joel DeBoer, 560th Flying Training Squadron com
mander, Granger paid tribute to his B-52 Stratofortress 
aircrew that was shot down over North Vietnam that 
December night as he joined an elite fraternity of 
Air Force pilots known as the Freedom Flyers. 

“Our trip is complete,” he said. “It was the best 
I ever had.” 

Granger also greeted retired Capt. Tom Klomann, the 
only other known survivor of the six-man B-52 aircrew 
that participated in the air offensive of December 1972 
known as Operation Linebacker II, and presented him 
with Freedom Flyer patches symbolizing his connection 
to the pilots imprisoned by the North Vietnamese. 

It was Klomann, one of the navigators on that air
crew, who finally persuaded Granger to journey to San 
Antonio from his Coronado, Calif., home and become 
the 196th Freedom Flyer, the designation for the for
mer prisoner-of-war Air Force pilots who have been 
given their Vietnam service fini flights by the Chargin’ 

Cheetahs of the 560th FTS over a period spanning 
five decades. 

Granger’s induction into the Freedom Flyers – com
plete with a champagne shower following his fini flight 
– was one of the highlights of the 43rd annual Freedom 

Flyer Reunion March 3-4 at JBSA-Randolph. 
Although Granger and Klomann were aircrew mates 

on that mission over North Vietnam, they didn’t actu
ally meet each other until they attended a huge dinner 
hosted by President Richard Nixon May 24, 1973, that 
honored the nearly 600 POWs in Vietnam who were 
released that spring. 

“Tom was a substitute on the crew,” Granger recalled. 
“I didn’t even know he was the navigator until we got 
back to the States.” 

Granger and Klomann met different fates after they 
ejected from their B-52 when it was struck by surface
to-air missiles. 

Klomann doesn’t remember a thing that happened 
that night – and for days to follow. 

“The first month was a blank,” he said. “I was un
conscious during much of that time.” 

According to his biography, Klomann free-fell 
20,000 feet when his parachute deployed and was 
taken to a North Vietnamese hospital where he re
mained unconscious for a week and semi-conscious 
for another two weeks. He sustained major injuries 
to his leg, arm and hip along with head trauma, a 
collapsed lung and open wounds. 

After spending nearly two months in that North 
Vietnamese hospital, Klomann was among the first 
POWs to return to the States on Feb. 16, 1973. His con
valescence continued at Wilford Hall USAF Hospital. 

By Robert Goetz Flyer Reunion March 3-4 at JBSA-Randolph.

Newest Freedom Flyer takes fini flight for his B-52 crew 

Photo by Joel Martinez 
Lt. Col. Joel DeBoer (right), 560th Flying Training Squadron 
commander, helps former Capt. Paul Granger, Freedom Flyer 
No. 196, prepare for his fini flight March 3 during the 43rd 
Freedom Flyer Reunion at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. 

See FREEDOM FLYER P13 
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PROTESTANT Lent and Easter Services 
March 25 – Good Friday service 

3:30 p.m., Chapel 1 
March 27 – Easter Sunday service 

7:30 a.m., Chapel 1 and 11 a.m., Religious Activity Center 
CATHOLIC Lent and Easter Services 

Feb. 25 – Lent Penance service, First Reconciliation 
7 p.m., Chapel 1 

Feb. 27 – Confirmation Mass; 4:30 p.m., Chapel 1 
March 24 – Holy Thursday; 7 p.m., Chapel 1 

March 25 – Good Friday; 11:30 a.m., Chapel 1 
March 26 – Holy Saturday, Easter Vigil; 7:30 p.m., Chapel 1 

March 27 – Easter Sunday; 8:30 a.m., RAC (building 975) 
11:30 a.m., Chapel 1 

Fridays – Stations of the Cross; 5:30 p.m., Chapel 1 

JBSA-Randolph Chapel Lent & Easter Schedule 

To advertise in the Wingspread, call 250-2052. 
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From Army Emergency Relief 

Army Emergency Relief announced 
the 2016 campaign theme, “Never 
Leave a Soldier in Need.” The 
campaign began March 1 and 
runs through May 15 with the 
goal of creating greater aware
ness of the benefits of AER, as 
well as providing Soldiers the 
opportunity to help their fellow 
Soldiers. 

Over the last several years, 
AER has made significant 
changes to meet the needs of to
day’s Army, adding new categories 
of assistance, expediting the assis
tance process and increasing grants 
by 30 percent. 

Last September, AER made a policy change 
which allows all Soldiers, regardless of rank, direct 
access to AER assistance. 

“‘Never Leaving a Soldier in Need’ is in keeping 
with the Army’s core values,” said retired Army Lt. 
Gen. Robert Foley, AER director. “Whether the need is 
money for a Soldier’s emergency leave, new brakes for 
the family car or to cover the initial rent deposit on a 
new apartment, AER is there. To maintain this level of 

assistance today, donations from Soldiers, 
active and retired, are essential to ensure the 

legacy of Soldiers helping Soldiers.” 
Army Emergency Relief is a private non-profit orga

nization dedicated to providing financial assistance to 
active and retired Soldiers and their families. 

Since it was founded in 1942, AER has provided more 
than $1.7 billion to more than 3.6 million Soldiers and 
families. Last year, AER provided more than $71 mil

lion dollars in assistance to nearly 47,000 Soldiers and 
families which includes $9 million for 4,102 scholar
ships to spouses and children of Soldiers. 

Soldiers needing AER assistance can either contact 
their unit chain of command or go directly to the lo
cation at Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston, 
1304 Stanley Road, building 131 or call 221-1612 or 
221-0994. Additional information is available at http:// 
www.aerhq.org. 

From Army Emergency Relief

Army Emergency Relief kicks off 2016 campaign 
“‘Never Leaving a Soldier in Need’ is in keeping 

with the Army’s core values. Whether the need is 
money for a Soldier’s emergency leave, new brakes 

for the family car or to cover the initial rent 
deposit on a new apartment, AER is there. To 

maintain this level of assistance today, donations 
from Soldiers, active and retired, are essential to 
ensure the legacy of Soldiers helping Soldiers.” 

Retired Army Lt. Gen. Robert Foley 
Army Emergency Relief director 
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By Robert Goetz 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

A retired Air Force chaplain extolled the contribu
tions and sacrifices of all of America’s service mem
bers last week as the 560th Flying Training Squadron 
again paid homage to Air Force fighter pilots who 
endured the horrors of prisoner-of-war camps dur
ing the Vietnam War. 

Retired Col. Robert Certain’s address during a 
wreath-laying ceremony at Joint Base San Antonio
Randolph’s Missing Man Monument was one of 
the highlights of the 43rd annual Freedom Flyer 
Reunion March 4. 

The event also included the 19th annual POW/ 
MIA Symposium, which featured the moving sto
ries of Air Force pilots who were imprisoned in 

North Vietnam, a “missing man” formation fly
over with four T-38C Talons during the wreath-
laying ceremony and the 196th Freedom Flight, a 
way of honoring former POW pilots with a “fini” 
flight that maintains the tradition of celebrating 
the final flight a pilot makes during a tour. 

Certain, who was imprisoned along with two other 
aircrew members for 101 days in Hanoi after their 
B-52 Stratofortress was shot down Dec. 18, 1972, 
by surface-to-air missiles over North Vietnam, re
membered Don Rissi, Bobby Thomas and Walter 
Ferguson, the aircrew members who did not survive 
the attack. 

“They exemplified the highest ideals of the 
American aviator and demonstrated the greatest love 
of all by laying down their lives for their friends,” he 
said. “Let us remember all those who did not return 

from battle in this and in subsequent conflicts against 
the enemies of freedom and human dignity.” 

Certain also saluted “the men and women of our 
armed and uniformed services who have made and 
kept us and our allies free through the years and 
worked to restore the nations we have vanquished. 

“They paid the sacrifice and many times the 
ultimate sacrifice for the liberties we now enjoy,” he 
said. “Let us honor them by committing ourselves to 
ensure that this great nation will be a land where all 
people share the benefits of true freedom and gladly 
accept its disciplines.” 

Col. Matt Isler, 12th Flying Training Wing com
mander, noted that the day’s activities were tak
ing place on the same day 43 years ago when 
“three C-141 Starlifters lifted off from Hanoi with 
108 newly released prisoners of war, 29 of which 

would become Freedom Flyers.” 
He also referred to the day as a time to celebrate 

and remember – to “celebrate the release of all 591 
POWs who were repatriated during Operation Home
coming” and “remember the 49,000 Americans who 
never came home from Southeast Asia, the 47,000 
killed in action and the 1,624 Americans who remain 
unaccounted for there. 

“We who came home must never forget those who 
did not,” Isler said. 

Later in the day, five Freedom Flyers told their 
stories during the POW/MIA Symposium in Fleenor 
Auditorium. Among the speakers were retired 
Col. Kenneth Cordier, who was held in prisons 
in and around Hanoi for more than six years 
after his F-4C Phantom was struck by a surface
to-air missile, and retired Col. Joseph Milligan, 

who spent nearly six years as a POW. 
On the day before the wreath-laying ceremony 

and symposium, Paul Granger of Coronado, Calif., 
became the 196th Freedom Flyer. A B-52 pilot, his 
aircraft was shot down just two days after Certain’s. 
He and Tom Klomann, a navigator on that mission 
who has attended numerous Freedom Flyer reunions, 
are the only known survivors of that aircrew. 

Lt. Col. Joel DeBoer, 560th FTS commander, said 
it is an honor for the “Chargin’ Cheetahs” to be part 
of the Freedom Flyer tradition. 

“For the Cheetahs, it is meaningful to us that 
we could be a part of the process to return them 
to the air and help them close one chapter of their 
lives,” he said. “Very rarely do we get a chance 
to meet and honor the heroes that gave so much 
to their country.” 

By Robert Goetz North Vietnam, a “missing man” formation fl y- from battle in this and in subsequent confl icts against would become Freedom Flyers.” who spent nearly six years as a POW.

560th Flying Training Squadron honors legacy of POW fighter pilots for 43rd time 

Photo by Joel Martinez 
Retired Col. Ken Cordier (left) and retired Col. Joe Milligan stand in front of an F-4 Phantom during the 
43rd Freedom Flyer Reunion symposium at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. 

Photo by Joel Martinez 
A formation of aircraft from Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph flys over the 43rd Freedom Flyer Reunion 
wreath-laying ceremony March 4 at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. 

Photo by Joel Martinez 
From left: Retired Col. Tom McNish, retired Lt. Col. Hector Acosta, retired Col. Ken Cordier, retired Col. Joe 
Milligan and retired Col. Mo Baker were guest speakers March 4 during the 43rd Freedom Flyer Reunion 
symposium at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. 

Photo by Senior Airman Alexandria Slade 
Maj. Joe Stallings (right), 559th Flying Training Squadron director of staff, addresses the audience 
at the wreath-laying ceremony during the 43rd Freedom Flyer Reunion March 4 at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Randolph. 

Photo by Senior Airman Alexandria Slade 
Members of the 12th Flying Training Wing salute at the wreath-laying ceremony during the 43rd 
Freedom Flyer Reunion March 4 at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. 

Photo by Joel Martinez 
Retired Col. Robert Certain speaks in front of 
the Missing Man Monument during the 43rd 
Freedon Flyer Reunion wreath-laying ceremony 
March 4 at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. 
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Fit Kid 5K and health fair 
The 359th Medical Group hosts a Fit Kid 

5K and health fair Saturday at Air Heritage 
Park on Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. 
Registration begins at 9 a.m. and the race 
begins at 9:30 a.m. 

RESC spouse scholarships 
The Randolph Enlisted Spouses’ Club is 

accepting applications for scholarships to be 
awarded to enlisted military spouses in the 
amount of $1,000 per recipient. Applications 
are available at the Joint Base San Antonio-
Randolph Education Center and the Military 
& Family Readiness Center. Applications 
must be postmarked no later than April 1. 
Questions or requests to receive an applica
tion by email should be sent to Randol
phesc@hotmail.com. 

ROSC spouse scholarships 
The Randolph Offi cer’s Spouses’ Club is 

accepting applications for scholarships to 
be awarded to military spouses in amounts 
ranging from $1,000-$2,000 per winner. 
Applications are located at the Joint Base 
San Antonio-Randolph Thrift Store, Education 
Center and the Military & Family Readiness 
Center. Applications are due by Friday. For 
questions or to receive an application, email 
roscscholarships@gmail.com. 

PACE seeks volunteer families 
The Air Force Profession of Arms Center of 

Excellence at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph 
is developing a video about the Air Force family 
at JBSA-Randolph and is seeking San Antonio Air 
Force families to share their story in an inter
view that will be videotaped. To participate, 
call 652-1712 no later than March 18. 

Golf Tournament March 25 
The Randolph Chiefs’ Group is holding a golf 

tournament March 25 at Randolph Oaks Golf 
Course. Registration begins at 11 a.m. with tee 
offs beginning at 12:30 p.m. The tournament 
will follow a four-person scramble format. 
For more information call 652-2281 or 
652-2848. 

Child safety seat class 
Almost 75 percent of all car seats are 

installed incorrectly and car crashes are 
the leading cause of preventable death in 
children. A car seat safety seat clinic is 
scheduled for March 21, April 18, May 16 
and June 20 at Joint Base San Antonio-
Randolph. Prior to taking part in the car 
seat safety clinic, participants must com
plete the Car Seat 101 class at one of the 
JBSA locations. For more information on the 
car seat 101 class or the car seat safety 
clinic, call 221-0349 or 652-6308. 

JBSA-Randolph Main Gate closure 
The Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Main Gate will be 

closed beginning at 6 a.m. Saturday for the remainder of 
the day. Both the East and West Gates will be open all of 
Saturday to accommodate traffic needs. 

JBSA Sexual Assault Prevention, Response 
To report a sexual assault, call the 24/7 Joint Base 

San Antonio Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
Hotline at 808-7272 or the Department of Defense 

Safe Helpline at 877-995-5247. 
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By David DeKunder 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

The 502nd Logistics Readiness Squadron has been 
selected for the Phoenix Vanguard Award that rec
ognizes the top emergency management units within 
Joint Base San Antonio. 

The JBSA Office of Emergency Management se
lected their first-ever unit emergency management 
program winners for the award, which is given to 
those units that exemplify a commitment to excel
lence in support of the JBSA Emergency Management 
Program, said Gregory Wilson, 502nd Civil Engineer 
Squadron/JBSA Emergency Management plans and 
programs manager. 

The award was based on the performance of the 
emergency management unit programs in 2015. 

All of the JBSA emergency management unit pro
grams, including Tier I and Tier II classifications, were 
eligible for the award. The 502nd LRS was selected as 
having the best emergency management program 
among nine Tier I units considered. 

Wilson said Tier I units are part of the JBSA 
Emergency Operations Center and support the 
Disaster Response Force in response and recovery 
operations from hazards and threats that may occur 
at JBSA locations. Each unit has a unit control center 
or unit information center that manages unit personnel 
and resources during and after emergency responses. 

Tier II units provide indirect Disaster Response Force 
support by communicating with the JBSA Crisis Action 
Team on personnel accountability and unit mission op
erations affected by hazards and threats to locations. The 
688th Cyberspace Wing earned the Tier II award. 

Several criteria were used in selecting the 502nd LRS 
as the top Tier 1 emergency management unit within 
JBSA, Wilson said. Those criteria include participation 
and support in exercises and wing readiness days, unit 
training and education, timely and accurate emergency 
management unit reports, ensuring unit response pro
cedures are developed and in place, and overall support 
to both unit and installation programs. 

“With the assistance of the JBSA Office of Emergency 
Management, unit emergency management rep
resentatives ensure they have a viable program 
so their unit is prepared to respond and recover 
from disasters, hazards and threats,” Wilson said. 

“The 502nd LRS and 688th CW epitomized these 
principles and support to the JBSA Emergency 
Management Program.” 

The 502nd LRS emergency readiness section includes 
Susan Shelton, 502nd LRS chief of the readiness section 
at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston; Billy Thomas, 502nd LRS 
emergency management unit representative at JBSA-
Randolph; Concepcion Banda, 502nd LRS security man
ager at JBSA-Lackland; and Leslie Ford, 502nd LRS unit 
deployment manager at JBSA-Lackland. 

Shelton said she was honored the 502nd LRS emer
gency readiness section was selected as the top Tier I 
emergency management unit within JBSA. 

“I am proud of the members I work with and the 
hard effort they put into emergency management for 
the squadron,” Shelton said. 

Shelton said the 502nd LRS emergency readiness sec
tion is responsible for the safety and security of the 
squadron’s 800 members, including active-duty and 
Department of Defense civilian personnel. The unit over
sees security clearances for squadron personnel and 
contractors and conducts training exercises including 
those for fire, active shooter, bomb threat, natural di
saster or aircraft crash scenarios. 

“We make sure we train our squadron members to 
know what to do in an emergency,” Shelton said. “We 
make sure they go through the steps whether it’s a 
bomb, active shooter, fire, natural disaster or aircraft 
accident drill.” 

Thomas said the 502nd LRS emergency readiness 
section is the unit that squadron members turn to for 
help during an emergency situation. 

“We are the eyes and ears for all 502nd LRS per
sonnel,” Thomas said. “When something happens, the 
502nd LRS unit control center gets the word out to all 
squadron personnel on what’s going on. They get the 
right and current information on what’s happening.” 

The JBSA Phoenix Vanguard Award was estab
lished in 2015 after being created at JBSA-Randolph 
in 2007. For the first time this year, all JBSA units 
with emergency management programs were con
sidered for the award. 

By David DeKunder “The 502nd LRS and 688th CW epitomized these 

502nd LRS selected as top emergency management unit at JBSA 

Photo by Senior Airman Alexandria Slade 
An Airman tightens the seal around his gloves during a chemical, 
biological, radiological and nuclear warfare training class hosted 
by 502nd Civil Engineer Squadron emergency management spe
cialists Aug. 6, 2015 at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. 
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By Jewell Hicks 
Joint Base San Antonio Safety Office 

It’s that time of the year again. Daylight saving time 
begins Sunday. 

This shift in time moves one hour of daylight from 
the evening into the morning hours. Many of you will 
be travelling to work during the hours of darkness, 
which increases the risk for people driving, as well as 
for people walking or jogging. 

It’s important for drivers to pay special attention to 
the path ahead and expect the unexpected. Pedestrians 
and joggers need to assess the risk as well and have 
situational awareness of their surroundings. 

A brief look at data from the Air Force Safety Center 
database indicated there were 135 reportable pedes
trian mishaps over the past six years. The other services 
have reported similar numbers for pedestrian versus 
motor vehicle mishaps. 

The city of San Antonio reported 54 pedestrian fatali
ties last year. The state of Texas averages 350 to 400 
pedestrian fatalities per year. The pedestrian mishap 
may not get the same attention as a vehicle crashing 
into another vehicle but the end result is the same – 
serious injury or death. 

The Joint Base San Antonio community has recently 
had several individuals struck by a vehicle while jogging 
or crossing a street and though none resulted in seri
ous injuries, the results could have easily been much 
worse. 

There have also been a number of near misses re
ported. In all cases, the individuals struck by vehicles 
were wearing dark clothing during times of limited vis
ibility. None were wearing a reflective belt or reflective 
clothing which would have made the individuals visible 

to the vehicle operators. 
Pedestrians do have the right of way in crosswalks in 

the state of Texas; however, many times vehicle opera
tors may not always be paying attention to the pedes
trian. It is critical that pedestrians also take responsi
bility for their own safety by ensuring the crosswalk is 
safe to enter and wearing material to ensure they are 
as visible as possible. 

On all JBSA locations, pedestrians and joggers should 
be familiar with reflective equipment requirements for 
ensuring their safety during the hours of decreased vis
ibility. 

Pedestrians should use paths or sidewalks along 
roadways, walk facing oncoming traffic when paths or 
sidewalks are not available and wear reflective outer 
garments during periods of darkness or reduced vis
ibility, according to Department of Defense Instruction 
6055.4, DOD Traffic Safety Program, which is applicable 
to all services. 

The instruction also requires the use of applicable 
fluorescent or reflective personal protective equipment 
by all DOD personnel exposed to traffic hazards as part 
of their assigned duties, such as marching troops, police, 
firefighters, emergency medical services, road construc
tion crews, electricians or telephone repair personnel 
working on outside overhead lines. 

Each of the military services also has specific guid
ance related to pedestrian safety and the wear of reflec
tive materials during limited hours of visibility which 
closely parallels DODI 6055.4 guidance. 

According to Army Regulation 310-85, personnel 
running and not in formation are required to wear a 
reflective outer garment and or equipment during hours 
of limited visibility. The regulation further states that 
fluorescent or reflective PPE will be provided to and 

used by all personnel who are exposed to traffic hazards 
as part of their assigned duties; for example, marching, 
running, and jogging troops (not in formation). 

In Air Force Instruction 91-207, the rules for individu
als jogging, running or walking on roadways at night or 
in inclement weather (e.g., fog, rain, sleet, snow, etc.) is 
to wear clothing/accessories containing retro-reflective 
properties visible from the front and back. All individu
als who are exposed to traffic hazards as part of their 
assigned duties shall wear a highly visible outer garment 
during the day and outer garment containing retro-re
flective material at night. 

Operational Navy Instruction 5100.12J stresses that 
at night or in periods of reduced visibility, personnel 
are encouraged to wear brightly colored, fluorescent or 
other reflective garments when running, jogging, walk
ing or traveling near roadways. 

The DOD and all individual service guidance also pro
hibit the use of portable headphones, earphones, cellular 
phones, iPods or other listening and entertaining devices 
(other than hearing aids) while walking, jogging, run
ning, bicycling, skating or skateboarding on roadways. 
In accordance with service regulations, headsets and 
personal stereos are prohibited when wearing physical 
fitness uniforms at all times. 

During the hours of darkness – whether as a result of 
the hour we moved forward on the clock or just during 
the regular hours of limited visibility – it is critical for 
pedestrians and joggers to wear clothing or accessories 
for ensuring you are as visible as possible to vehicle 
operators. 

The choice you make whether driving or walking does 
matter and may save your life or the life of someone 
else. Make the right choice – make yourself seen and 
stay safe. 

By Jewell Hicks to the vehicle operators. used by all personnel who are exposed to traffi c hazards 

Spring forward safely: Stay seen with reflective belt, clothing 

By David DeKunder Colon cancer occurs in the form of pol- Patients should consult their physician 2009. King was 41 years of age at By David DeKunder 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

March is National Colon Cancer 
Awareness Month and Joint Base San 
Antonio members 50 years of age and 
older, or who have a family history of 
colon cancer are being urged to get 
screened for the disease to prevent it 
from occurring. 

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, every year in 
the U.S. about 140,000 people are di
agnosed with colon cancer and 50,000 
die from the disease, making it the sec
ond leading cause of cancer deaths in 
the U.S. More than 90 percent of colon 
cancer cases occur in people ages 50 
years and older. 

Colon cancer occurs in the form of pol
yps, which are abnormal growths inside 
the colon or rectum that could become 
cancerous if not removed. 

Col. Bryce Mays, chief of gastro
enterology services at San Antonio 
Military Medical Center, said screen
ing and early detection could stop 
colon cancer from developing. 

“This is a disease that is mostly pre
ventable with appropriate screening,” 
Mays said. 

Symptoms of colon cancer include a 
change in normal bowel habits, includ
ing diarrhea, constipation and a change 
in consistency of stools; persistent ab
dominal pain; rectal bleeding, including 
blood in the stool; and fatigue, including 
unexplained weight loss. 

Patients should consult their physician 
as to what screening test options there 
are for detecting the disease, Mays said. 

While it is recommended that people 
start getting screened for colon cancer 
at 50 years of age, Mays said people 
who are younger than 50 years of age 
should consider getting screened ear
lier if they have a family history of co
lon cancer or an inflammatory bowel 
disease. 

According to the Colon Cancer Alliance, 
patients whose colon cancer is detected 
at an early stage have a five-year survival 
rate of 90 percent. 

Priscilla King, a certified personal 
trainer at the JBSA-Randolph Ram
bler Fitness Center, was diagnosed 
with stage three colon cancer in 

2009. King was 41 years of age at 
the time of her diagnosis. 

King said she first experienced 
symptoms of colon cancer three years 
earlier and had gone to see a physi
cian who misdiagnosed her condition. 
She put off getting screened until her 
symptoms got worse. 

After her diagnosis, King underwent 10 
months of treatment, including radiation, 
chemotherapy and surgery. King said her 
colon cancer is now in remission. 

King said she urges anyone who has 
symptoms of colon cancer to get a screen
ing as soon as possible. 

“I am now an advocate of listening to 
your body and getting screened, if things 
aren’t right and you have the symptoms 
of colon cancer,” King said. 

Screening, early detection help prevent colon cancer 
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By David DeKunder 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

When the Randolph High School Ro-Hawks baseball 
team won the title at the Charlotte High School tour
nament in Charlotte, Texas, Feb. 27, it was a history-
making moment for the team. 

The Ro-Hawks went 3-1 in the tournament and shut 
out all three opponents they defeated on their way to 
the tournament championship. In the games they won, 
Randolph outscored their opponents 44-0. Their only 
loss came against host Charlotte, 7-2. 

Randolph coach Bradley McElroy said the tourna
ment title was the first-ever in the 26-year history of 
the school’s baseball program, which started in 1988. 

McElroy said the Ro-Hawks took the first place trophy 
at the Charlotte tournament with solid defense, pitching 
and consistent hitting. 

Since a tiebreaker was needed for the Ro-Hawks 
to win the round robin tournament, McElroy said 
Randolph had to win their last two games Feb. 27 
to have a chance of taking the tournament title. The 
Ro-Hawks came through with dominating wins over the 

La Vernia junior varsity squad, 9-0, and San Antonio 
School of Excellence, 22-0, in five innings. 

“We had to win by shutouts to win the whole thing,” 
McElroy said. “The kids stepped up and played hard.” 

Two Randolph players, senior pitcher/first baseman 
Jared Sloan and sophomore second baseman Michael 
Stokes, were selected to the Charlotte all-tournament 
team. Sloan was 2-0 in the games he pitched, includ
ing a 13-0 win over Cotulla and against the La Vernia 
junior varsity. In both games, he had a combined seven 
strikeouts and did not give up any runs. 

Stokes hit .562 and scored seven runs in the tourna
ment. 

Austin Zurovec, a freshman, pitched a no-hitter 
against San Antonio School of Excellence and had eight 
strikeouts. 

McElroy said winning the tournament should pro
vide momentum for the Ro-Hawks the rest of the 
season as they compete in District 26-3A, which in
cludes Randolph, Marion, Natalia and Cole. 

Thirteen of Randolph’s players are seniors, most 
of whom have been on the team for three seasons. 
Randolph restarted its baseball program in 2014 after 

not fielding a team the previous two years. 
Ever since the baseball program was restarted, 

McElroy said the Ro-Hawks have improved each sea
son. In the first season the program was reinstated, 
McElroy said his priorities were to get players out and 
interested in baseball and teaching the fundamentals 
of the game. 

Last year, the Ro-Hawks finished third in district, 
which qualified them for the playoffs. 

McElroy said he has higher expectations for the 
Ro-Hawks this season. 

“We are at the point now we can take the extra step 
and try to win a district championship and advance in 
the playoffs,” McElroy said. “The kids are playing with 
more confidence. They are taking more time on their 
own to practice and get better. They are taking a big part 
of the ownership in the improvements we are making. 
This is a really good group of guys that have a lot of 
dedication, and they work really well together.” 

Randolph’s next game is Friday on the road 
against San Marcos Baptist Academy. The Ro-Hawks 
host Cotulla Tuesday, March 15, at the Judson Middle 
School baseball field. 

MARCH 11, 2016

By David DeKunder La Vernia junior varsity squad, 9-0, and San Antonio not fi elding a team the previous two years.

Randolph High School baseball team wins first-ever tournament title 

FREEDOM FLYER from P5 
In contrast, Granger was captured by the North 

Vietnamese, suffering only minor injuries, and taken to 
the infamous “Hanoi Hilton” POW camp. 

By the time Granger was imprisoned, the situation at 
the Hanoi Hilton had changed. 

“There were daily interrogations and intimidation, but 
no torture was going on,” he said. “They would tell us 
we were criminals and that we would be executed.” 

Bombing raids on the North Vietnamese were becom
ing more frequent, and the explosions were met with 
enthusiasm from the POWs, Granger said. 

“Every time there was a strike, there was cheering,” 
he said. 

Granger recalled one particular raid that struck the 
Cuban embassy. 

“I was in an isolation room and an air raid siren 
went off,” he said. “A jet flew overhead and there 
was a loud explosion. Shutters blew off the win
dows and debris was flying everywhere. I heard loud 
cheers and applause. The guys were so elated that 

the bombing had started again.” 
Granger was included in the last group of POWs 

who left Hanoi at the war’s end, arriving at Clark Air 
Base, Philippines, March 29, 1973. He was reinte
grated and assigned to the 454th FTS at Mather Air 
Force Base, Calif., and separated from the Air Force 
four years later. He was hired by Pacific Southwest 
Airline, which was later purchased by US Airways, 
and retired in 2005. 

Klomann medically retired from the Air Force as a 
captain, earned a master of business administration de
gree and worked as a budget analyst at Audie Murphy 
Veterans Administration Hospital in San Antonio for 23 
years. Despite the serious injuries he received – and 
the fear voiced by doctors that he would not be able to 
walk again – Klomann remains active, playing 18 holes 
of golf on a regular basis. 

“He’s really tough,” Granger said. 
Klomann, who lives in San Antonio and frequently 

attends the Freedom Flyer reunions, has kept in touch 

with Granger over the years, encouraging him to be
come part of the Freedom Flyer tradition. 

“I had already checked out and started with an airline, 
so the time frame never worked out,” said Granger, 
who was accompanied by his wife, Leslie, to the 
Freedom Flyer Reunion. “Tom has always wanted to 
get a Freedom Flyer number, but they aren’t given to 
navigators. I wasn’t going to come, but he asked me to 
come fly for the crew.” 

Both Klomann and Granger called their Vietnam 
experience life-changing. 

For Klomann, it was learning that every day is 
a gift. 

For Granger, it wasn’t the experience at the Hanoi 
Hilton but the realization – after losing four of his crew 
mates – that life can be short. 

“When things are going bad, I try to reflect and real
ize that things are not so bad after all,” he said. “Why 
I was spared, I don’t know. I hope there’s a reason I’m 
still here, so I try to reflect on that.” 

1) Identity theft occurs when someone 
uses your Social Security number of other 
personal information to commit fraud. 
2) Identity theft can happen to anyone. 
3) Once identity thieves have your 
personal information, they can drain your 
bank account, run up charges on your 
credit cards, open new utility accounts 
or get medical treatment on your health 
insurance. An identity thief can file a tax 

refund in your name and get your refund. 
In some extreme cases, a thief might 
even give your name to the police during 
an arrest. 
4) If your wallet, Social Security number 
or other personal information is lost or 
stolen, there are steps you can take to 
help protect yourself. 
5) If you think you are the victim of iden
tity theft, act immediately. 

Visit https://www.identitytheft.gov/#what-to-do-right-away 

PREVENT IDENTITY THEFT 




