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COMMENTARY 

LET FREEDOM RING
 


Freedom Flyers epitomize our notion of liberty
 

By Lt. Col. Joel DeBoer 
560th Flying Training Squadron commander 

In the 1995 movie “Braveheart,” 
Mel Gibson portrays a 13th-century 
Scotsman named William Wallace who 
unites his ragtag army with the rally cry 
“freedom.” 

We do not have to turn to the middle 
ages or Hollywood to find great exam
ples for a rally cry of freedom. 

In 1775, Patrick Henry galvanized co
lonials with a speech given in Richmond, 
Va., where he stated, “Give me liberty or 
give me death.” 

In February 1836, Lt. Col. William 
Travis, while defending the Alamo, 
wrote in his famous letter, “I call on you 
in the name of Liberty, of patriotism and 
everything dear to the American char
acter, to come to our aid … if this call 
is neglected, I am determined to sustain 
myself as long as possible and die like a 
soldier who never forgets what is due to 
his own honor and that of his country. 
Victory or death.” 

There is no doubt the concepts of 
freedom and liberty stir deep emotion 
and fortitude within the human soul. 

Webster’s 1828 dictionary defines 
freedom as “a state of exemption from 
the power or control of another; liberty.” 

As Americans, our freedoms and 
liberty were first codified in the 1776 
Declaration of Independence when it 
stated that we are “endowed by our 
Creator with certain inalienable rights, 
that among these are life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness.” 

In fact, one of the expressed reasons 
in the Constitution for a constitution was 
to “secure the blessings of liberty.” 

Even though it may be established, 
freedom and liberty can quickly be erod
ed and lost. One of our founding fathers, 
John Adams, stated, “But a Constitution 
of Government once changed from Free
dom, can never be restored. Liberty, 
once lost, is lost forever.” 

As Americans, many times we take 
our freedom for granted. Many people 
around the world have either little to no 
freedom or are watching their freedoms 
wither as extremists or oppressive gov
ernments slowly exert their control over 
the population. 

The 42nd Freedom Flyer Reunion and 18th Annual Prisoner of War/Missing in 
Action Symposium takes place March 20 and includes the following events: 
• Wreath-laying ceremony and Missing-Man flyby: 12:15 p.m. in Washington 
Circle. Washington Circle will be closed 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 20. 
• 18th Annual POW/MIA symposium: 1 p.m. in the Fleenor Auditorium 

On Friday, March 20, the Chargin’ 
Cheetahs of the 560th Flying Training 
Squadron have the distinct honor of 
hosting the 42nd annual Freedom Flyer 
Reunion with more than 30 Freedom 
Flyers, who are former Air Force POWs 
from the Vietnam War and familiar with 
the sacrifices required to protect our 
freedoms. 

In February 1973, American POWs 
held captive in North Vietnam started to 
be released and returned to the States 
in what became known as Operation 
Homecoming. A total of 591 United 
States servicemen were eventually re
leased, including 332 Air Force person
nel. According to Air Force records, 
another 514 Air Force personnel are 
still missing and unaccounted for from 
the conflict in Southeast Asia. 

In 1973, the Air Force needed to 
identify a squadron that would requalify 
these pilots who were recently released 
from Vietnam. The 560th Flying Train
ing Squadron at then-Randolph Air 
Force Base was chosen. 

The first flight these former POWs 
flew with the Chargin’ Cheetahs was 
their Freedom Flight in honor of the 
“fini” flight celebration they never 
received in Vietnam. These Freedom 
Flyers were met with cheers and cham
pagne as they celebrated their return to 
the wild blue yonder. 

Over the next 37 years, the Chargin’ 
Cheetahs flew 195 Freedom Flights 
and developed a close bond with the 
Freedom Flyers, a bond that continues 
to this day in the annual reunion and 
dining-in. 

This year’s reunion will be quite 
unique. This same weekend, the Nam-
POW Association will be holding its 
annual reunion in San Antonio, which 
will bring in American POWs from 
Vietnam representing all the services. 

Several of the other services’ POWs will 
join the Freedom Flyers for the events 
at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph and 
will speak at a symposium held in the 
Fleenor Auditorium. 

The list of speakers includes for
mer Navy Cmdr. Everette Alvarez, the 
longest-held prisoner in Vietnam at 
3,113 days, and former Navy Capt. Mike 
McGrath, who was held for 2,075 days. 

Also speaking will be former Air 
Force Col. “Smitty” Harris, who was a 
POW for 2,871 days and is credited with 
bringing the “tap code” into the prisons 
of North Vietnam. 

These and others will share their ex
periences in captivity and describe how 
their camaraderie, communication, core 
values and faith allowed them to not 
only survive, but to return with honor. 

In 1771 for the Boston Gazette, 
Samuel Adams wrote, “The truth is, all 
might be free if they valued freedom, 
and defended it as they ought.” 

These Freedom Flyers, as well as 
countless other veterans who served, 
value freedom and have given so much 
for their country. They have paid the 
price for the freedom we enjoy today. 

I ask that you come out to honor 
their sacrifice and service and hear their 
stories, not just for history's sake, but to 
remind us how precious freedom is. 

I will end with a famous quote 
of John Stuart Mill. He said, “The 
person who has nothing for which he 
is willing to fight, nothing which is 
more important than his own person
al safety, is a miserable creature and 
has no chance of being free unless 
made and kept so by the exertions of 
better men than himself.” 

Thank you, Freedom Flyers. Thank 
you to the men and women from all the 
branches of the United States military 
for your service. Let freedom ring! 

ON THE COVER 

Capt. Brent Hoover (left), 560th Flying 
Training squadron instructor pilot, and 
retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Charlie Duke, 
Apollo 16 astronaut and 10th person to 
walk on the moon, prepare to taxi out to 
the flight line before an incentive flight 
Feb. 19 at Joint Base San Antonio-Ran
dolph. For the complete story, see page 4. 
Photo by Airman 1st Class Alexandria Slade 
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Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph 

Chapel Easter Schedule 
Catholic Holy Week Services 

Penance Service: March 25 at 7 p.m., Religious Activity Center (building 975)
 

Palm Sunday: March 28, 5:30 p.m., Chapel One
 


March 29, 8:30 a.m., RAC (building 975)
 


and 11:30 a.m., Chapel One
 


Triduum
 


Holy Thursday: April 2, 5:30 p.m., Chapel One
 


with Eucharistic Adoration until midnight
 


Good Friday: April 3, 5:30 p.m., Chapel One
 


Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil, April 4, 8:30 p.m., Chapel One
 


Easter Sunday: April 5, 8:30 a.m. RAC (building 975)
 


and 11:30 a.m., Chapel One
 


Protestant Holy Week Services
 


Palm Sunday: March 29, 8:15 a.m., Chapel 1
 


and 11 a.m., RAC (building 975)
 


Good Friday: April 3, 3 p.m., Chapel One
 


Easter Sunday: April 5, 8:15 a.m., Chapel 1
 


and 11 a.m., RAC (building 975)
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Apollo 16 astronaut shares life lessons, shapes future leaders
 

By Airman 1st Class Alexandria Slade 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

Retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Charlie 
Duke, Apollo 16 astronaut and 10th man 
to walk on the moon, shared mission ex
periences and lessons of leadership in 
times of crisis with 12th Flying Train
ing Wing and Joint Base San Antonio-
Randolph members during his visit to 
JBSA-Randolph Feb. 19-20. 

Kicking off his visit to JBSA-Randolph 
and the 12th FTW, Duke shared an incen
tive flight with the 560th Flying Training 
Squadron ‘Chargin Cheetahs’ Feb. 19. Duke 
flew in a T-38 Talon, the same model Duke 
flew during his pilot training in 1964. 

Following the incentive flight, Duke vis
ited a group of 12th FTW children at the 
560th FTS to answer questions about the 
Apollo 16 mission. 

Throughout the second day of his visit, 
Duke was featured as the guest speaker 
for several audiences and events, in

cluding the 12th FTW annual awards 
ceremony and a 12th FTW leadership 
development seminar. 

Col. Matthew Isler, 12th FTW com
mander, introduced Duke during the 
opening minutes of the 12th FTW an
nual awards ceremony. 

“Defending our nation and teaching 
young Airmen are the highest callings of 
an American, and that’s what you do every 
day,” Isler said. “You are the flying train
ing center of excellence and the source of 
America’s airpower. And there is no great
er example of excellence today than our 
speaker, Charles Duke.” 

Duke carried a similar theme providing 
the history behind his accomplishments 
and the will to push through temporary 
failures to reach his goals. 

“Today we celebrate success,” Duke 
said. “To have success, there have to be 
high standards, and they must include tak
ing the risk to fail and repeatedly falling 
short. After falling short, we must have 

the courage to get back up and try again. 
I experienced a lot of falling short when I 
was at NASA during the Apollo 16 mission 
preparation, but we had our eyes fixed on 
the goal of landing a man on the moon.” 

Children who gathered at the 560th FTS 
asked multiple questions about Duke’s ex
periences in space and on the lunar sur
face, including what he felt upon seeing 
Earth from space for the first time. 

“I felt awe; it was beautiful,” Duke said. 
“I was floating around inside the ship, look
ing out of one of the windows. And into that 
window appears Earth. I could see the en
tire circle of the Earth 20,000 miles away. 
It was just so dramatic, the pure white of 
the clouds and snow, the brown of the land 
and pure crystal blue of the ocean, all just 
suspended in the blackest of space.” 

Duke delivered speeches on his historic 
moments while conveying a sense of lead
ership under pressure and an attitude of 
perseverance for multiple generations of 
future American and Air Force leaders. 

Photo by Harold China 

Retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Charlie Duke, 
Apollo 16 astronaut and 10th person to 
walk on the moon, talks about his expe
riences as an astronaut Feb. 20 during 
a 12th Flying Training Wing professional 
development seminar. 

By Tech. Sgt. Joshua Strang 
Air Education and Training Command Public Affairs 

The Air Force recently changed 
its annual suicide prevention train
ing from a computer-based training 
course to face-to-face training. 

The new, in-person training, which 
went into effect Feb. 11, replaces the an
nual computer-based training for active-
duty and Reserve Airmen, while civilians 
have the option to attend the face-to-face 
training or complete the CBT. 

The goal is to have all Airmen attend 
face-to-face training by the end of 2015. 

“The Air Force Community Action 
Information Board and the Air Force 
Learning Council directed this change 
in format to enhance the effectiveness 
of suicide prevention training,” said Lt. 
Col. Mitzi Thomas-Lawson, mental health 
branch chief for Air Education and Train
ing Command. “The desired outcome is to 
provide Airmen an opportunity to discuss 
suicide prevention concepts.” 

In a message located in the Suicide Pre
vention Training Facilitator Manual, Lt. 
Col. Kathleen Crimmins, Air Force Suicide 
Prevention Program Manager, explained 
the need for the change in training. 

“Our previous computer-based 
training was a good way to standard
ize the information and make it read

ily available,” wrote Crimmins. “But it 
missed an opportunity for leaders and 
their Airmen to address the problem 
on a personal level.” 

The new training, which is outlined 
in detail in the facilitator manual, is 
designed to provide for good discus
sion and give each member a chance 
to talk openly. 

“The face-to-face training is an hour 
in length which includes a 24-minute 
vignette-based video,” Thomas-Lawson 
said. “Discussion groups should have be
tween eight and 20 members and should 
not exceed 30 participants.” 

Training facilitators are chosen within 
individual units and Crimmins’ message 
states that commanders should choose 
their best mentor-leaders and supervi
sors to lead the small group discussions. 

A recent training attendee, Tech. 
Sgt. Katrina Rollins, medical admin
istrator, AETC Medical Services and 
Training, said the facilitator-led inter
action was much more beneficial for 
her than the CBT. 

“With the CBT, you kind of just sit 
there and click through some slides,” 
Rollins said. “Being part of a group 
discussion, seeing how everyone per
ceives the issues and having the facil
itator bring up more discussion really 
changes the training for the better.” 

Similar to the CBT, the face-to-face 
training will be an annual mandatory 
requirement and, according to Thom-
as-Lawson, the goal for AETC is to 
have 95 percent or more active-duty 
Airmen trained using the new format 
by May 26, 2015. Once complete, 

training will be documented by unit 
training managers in the Advanced 
Distributed Learning Service. 

All training, to include the facilitator 
manual and training videos, can be ac
cessed by going to the Wingman Online 
website at http://wingmanonline.org. 

Putting face on suicide prevention training 

SUICIDE PREVENTION 

ACE 
When dealing with a person in distress, use the ACE method. ACE 

is an acronym for Ask, Care and Escort. This is how it works: 
Ask your Airman, buddy, coworker or family member 

direct questions about thoughts of suicide. Ask if they have 
access to any means of harming themselves, for example, 
a gun, knife, medications, etc. 

Care for him by calmly expressing concern and limiting his 
access to any means of self-harm. 

Escort him right away to a helping resource or agency. 

And remember, never leave the distressed person alone. 
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JBSA Air Force Assistance Fund campaign kicks off March 23
 

The 2015 Air Force Assistance Fund Campaign at Joint Base San Antonio loca

tions kicks off March 23 and will run until May 1. 
Air Force bases worldwide are participating in this fundraising event 

which raises money for four Air Force charities – Air Force Aid Society, 
Air Force Enlisted Village, Air Force Villages Charitable 
Foundation and the General and Mrs. Curtis E. LeMay 
Foundation. 

• The Air Force Aid Society: Provides Airmen and their 
families worldwide with emergency financial assistance, 
education assistance and various base-level community 
enhancement programs. 

• The Air Force Enlisted Village: Supports Teresa 
Village in Fort Walton Beach, Fla., and Bob Hope 
Village in Shalimar, Florida, near Eglin Air Force 
Base. The fund provides homes and financial as
sistance to retired enlisted members' widows and 
widowers who are 55 and older. It also supports 
Hawthorn House in Shalimar which provides 
assisted living for residents, including 24-hour nursing 
care. 

• The Air Force Villages Charitable Foundation: Donations 
support independent and assisted living needs for retired offi
cers and their spouses, widows or widowers and family mem
bers. Communities are located in San Antonio. 

• The General and Mrs. Curtis E. LeMay Foundation: 
Provides rent and financial assistance to widows and 
widowers of officer and enlisted retirees in their homes and communities 
through financial grants of assistance. 

Air Force officials are using a three-campaign grouping where all Air Force bases 
are assigned to one of the following three six-week campaign periods. 

New this year is an updated Air Force Assistance Fund website at http://www. 
afassistancefund.org which features information about all of the affiliate charities, 
a link to the donation forms, videos, assistance stories and FAQs. 

Everyone is encouraged to check out the site and learn more about how your 
donations help the Air Force family. Whether active duty 
or retired, officer or enlisted, Air Force Assistance Fund 
is there for the Airmen, by the Airmen to take care of 
our own. 

Air Force mission partners on JBSA need to as
sign a unit project officer and provide the point of 

contact to the location-specific installation project 
officer listed below. 

Joint Base San Antonio points of contact are: 
• JBSA Project Officer: Ê 
Master Sgt. LaTonya Parker, 808-1394 Ê 
• JBSA-Fort Sam Houston Installation Proj

ect Officers: 
Capt. Enisa Derivisevic, 808-0169 

Linda Green, 295-8516 
• JBSA-Lackland Installation Project Officers: 

Master Sgt. Jacelyn Duvall, 925-5844 
Master Sgt. Mason Wilson, 671-8272 
• JBSA-Randolph Installation Project Officers: 

Capt. Eliot Peace, 652-7185 
Master Sgt. Elmer Smith, 652-1646 
(Source: Air Force Aid Society) 

http:afassistancefund.org
http://www
http:afassistancefund.org
http://www
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Motorists, pedestrians must stop 
 
at JBSA-Randolph south taxiway
 


The Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph south taxiway intersection with Golf Road, located 
just north of Randolph Oaks Golf Course, requires motorists and pedestrians to stop as di-
rected at the intersection. 

The taxiway and Golf Road intersection is marked on both sides by large stop signs with 
blinking red lights, warning pedestrians and private motor vehicles to look both ways and 
yield to crossing airfield traffic. 
Taxiway traffic can include varying aircraft, airfield support vehicles such as fuel trucks and 

ground equipment vehicles, and emergency vehicles responding to an emergency on the 
flight line. Failing to yield to any of these vehicles puts both parties at risk of a collision or 
delayed assistance should there be an emergency situation. Courtesy graphic 
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'Glow in the Park' event draws thousands
 

The first Glow In the Park 
5K was held at Joint Base 
San Antonio-Fort Sam 
Houston Saturday, starting 
at the MacArthur Parade 
Field. More than 3,400 
participants of all ages from 
across JBSA participated, 
including military students 
from JBSA-Lackland and 
the Medical Education and 
Training Campus at JBSA-
Fort Sam Houston, as well 
as families with children 
of all ages. Participants 
wearing costumes and glow 
lights made it a festive 
event, which started with a 
pre-run party including mu
sic, zumba, dancing, limbo 
and hula hoop contests. 
A post-run party completed 
the event with food, cos
tume contests, music and 
dancing. 
Photo by Terrye Heagerty 



 

 

       
 

 

 

      
  

 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

  
   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 

  

 

 
  

 
 

 
  

  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 

  
     

    
  

  
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

   
 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

     
 
 

 
  

     
 

 

  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 
 

      
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

reduction to the grade of airman basic. 
Pursuant to the pre-trial agreement, the 
length of confinement cannot exceed six 
months. 

• Tech. Sgt. Andrea Bell from the 
322nd Training Squadron at JBSA-Lack

property – An airman was drinking while 
underage with a Common Access Card 
with the data altered. The airman re
ceived 14 days restriction to base, seven 
days extra duty, a forfeiture of $100 and 
a reprimand. 
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Courts-martial, crimes and punishment at Joint Base San Antonio 
Joint Base San Antonio Judge Advocate General 

The Joint Base San Antonio Judge Ad
vocate General completed four Air Force 
courts-martial and one Army court-
martial in the months of November and 
December 2014. The results of a court-
martial are not final until the clemency 
and/or appeals process is completed. 

All courts-martial are open to the pub
lic and upcoming courts-martial can be 
viewed at the U.S. Air Force Judge Ad
vocate General’s website at http://www. 
afjag.af.mil/docket/index.asp. 

• Airman Albert Lopez, from the 802nd 
Security Forces Squadron at JBSA-Lack
land, was tried by a summary court-
martial Nov. 18, 2014. Lopez pled guilty 
to one charge and two specifications of 
being absent without leave in violation of 
Article 86 of the Uniform Code of Mili
tary Justice. He was sentenced to 15 days 
confinement, 30 days restriction to base, 
reduction to the grade of airman basic, 
forfeiture of two-thirds of pay for one 
month and a reprimand. 

• Master Sgt. Russell Ware from the 
802nd SFS at JBSA-Lackland was tried 
by a general court-martial consisting of 
a military judge from Nov. 17-20, 2014. 
Ware pled not guilty to one charge and 
two specifications of abusive sexual con
tact in violation of Article 120 of the 
UCMJ. Ware was found guilty of one 
specification of abusive sexual contact 
as well as a lesser-included offense of 
assault and battery with respect to the 
second specification. Ware was sentenced 
to five months confinement, reduction to 
the grade of senior airman and the for
feiture of all pay and allowances. 

• Master Sgt. Michael Squires from the 
25th Air Force at JBSA-Lackland was 
tried by a general court-martial consisting 
of a military judge from Dec. 8-9, 2014. 
Squires was charged with one charge and 
one specification each of indecent record
ing, indecent viewing and indecent pho
tographing in violation of Article 120c of 
the UCMJ. Pursuant to a pre-trial agree
ment, Squires was found not guilty of the 
offenses, but guilty of the lesser included 
offense of attempted indecent recording. 
Squires was sentenced to a bad conduct 
discharge, 24 months confinement and 

land was tried by a special court-martial 
consisting of officer members from Dec. 
16-18, 2014. Bell pled not guilty to one 
charge and two specifications of derelic
tion of duty for developing and conduct
ing a personal, intimate or sexual rela
tionship with two trainees. Bell was found 
not guilty of one specification and found 
guilty of one specification for developing 
and conducting a personal or sexual rela
tionship with a trainee. He was sentenced 
to restriction to base for two months, 
hard labor without confinement for three 
months, reduction to the grade of staff 
sergeant and a reprimand. 

• Army Staff Sgt. Victor M. Lopez of 
Headquarters Company, Headquarters 
Battalion, U.S. Army South at JBSA-
Fort Sam Houston was tried by general 
court-martial consisting of a judge alone 
Nov. 21, 2014. Lopez pled guilty to three 
specifications of violation of Article 134 
of the UCMJ for possessing and distribut
ing child pornography and for adultery. 
The military judge accepted Lopez’ plea. 
After considering all matters in aggrava
tion and mitigation and listening to argu
ments by both government and defense, 
the military judge sentenced Lopez to 23 
months confinement, reduction to E-1 
and a dishonorable discharge. Lopez was 
subsequently transferred to a military 
confinement facility in San Diego, Calif., 
to serve the confinement portion of his 
sentence. 

From November to December 2014, 
JBSA Air Force commanders adminis
tered 56 non-judicial punishment actions 
under Article 15 of the UCMJ. 

The punishments imposed reflect the 
commander’s determination of an ap
propriate punishment after considering 
the circumstances of the offense and the 
offender’s record. Officers may not be 
reduced in rank as a punishment. A sus
pended punishment does not take effect 
unless the offender engages in additional 
misconduct or fails to satisfy the condi
tions of the suspension. The suspension 
period usually lasts for six months unless 
a lesser amount is specified. 

JBSA-Fort Sam Houston (16): 
The Article 15 actions include, but are 

not limited to: 
Dereliction and damage of military 

Use of marijuana – An airman first 
class tested positive for marijuana and 
received a reduction to airman and a 
reprimand. 

Dereliction – An airman first class vis
ited with prior service personnel without 
receiving written approval and received 
a reduction in rank to airman and a rep
rimand. At the same location, an airman 
basic was caught drinking while under
age with a prior service member without 
receiving written approval and received 
seven days restriction to base, seven days 
extra duty and a reprimand. Another air-
man at the location was caught drinking 
while underage and visiting members on 
a temporary duty assignment without 
receiving written approval and received 
a reduction to airman basic, restriction 
to base for seven days, seven days extra 
duty and a reprimand. 

Dereliction and failure to go – Two 
airmen basic missed curfew and then one 
did not show up for an appointment. The 
airman basic who missed the meeting 
received 14 days restriction, seven days 
extra duty and a reprimand. The other 
airman basic received forfeiture of $357 
and a reprimand. 

Larceny – An airman stole multiple 
items from the Army and Air Force Ex
change Service on two different occasions 
and received a suspended reduction to 

airman basic, 14 days extra duty, for
feiture of $200 pay per month for two 
months and a reprimand. 

Absent without leave – A technical 
sergeant was absent from the appointed 
place of duty for three days and received 
a suspended reduction to staff sergeant 
and a forfeiture of $1,547. 

JBSA-Lackland (37): 
The Article 15 actions include, but are 

not limited to: 
Fraternization and dereliction  –  A 

captain engaged in an unprofessional 
relationship with a master sergeant. The 
captain received forfeitures of $1,000 pay 
per month for two months and a repri
mand. The master sergeant received for
feitures of $650 pay per month for two 
months and a reprimand. 

Violation of lawful order and failure 
to obey – A technical sergeant failed to 
wear eye protection while operating a 
motorcycle and refused to dismount the 
motorcycle when ordered to do so by 
Security Forces personnel. The technical 
sergeant received a suspended reduction 
to staff sergeant and a reprimand. 

Larceny – An airman basic was caught 
stealing items from AAFES and received 
30 days suspended restriction to base and 
a suspended 30 days extra duty as well as 
forfeiture of $765 pay and a reprimand. 

See MILITARY JUSTICE P11 

Courtesy graphic 

http://www
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WORKING TOGETHER
 


Share agreements offer patients quicker access to care
 

By Dewey Mitchell 
Brooke Army Medical Center Public Affairs 

In a move that helps veterans, and active-duty 
military patients and their families, local Veterans Af
fairs and military medical facilities have dramatically 
increased their work-share agreements over the past 
two years and they are seeking to add more. 

Brooke Army Medical Center, the Air Force’s 59th 
Medical Wing and the South Texas Veterans Health 
Care System have a combined 15 sharing agreements 
that give patients quicker access to health care by 
redirecting them to treatment facilities with conve
nient appointment slots. 

Current agreements between BAMC and STVHCS 
cover a wide range of services, including equipment 
sterilization, medical services, surgical services, the 
Integrated Disability Evaluation System, transition 
services at the Center for the Intrepid, as well as 
ear, nose and throat surgery. 

For BAMC, the most recently approved sharing 
agreement covers ENT surgical services, where the 
number of VA patients seen has increased dramati
cally since October 2013. 

“The services provided and workload performed 
under these sharing agreements provides valu
able wartime skill sustainment for Department of 
Defense medical professionals, fuels 37 graduate 
medical education programs and enhances access 
to care for VA beneficiaries while simultaneously 
optimizing federal funding,” said Col. Evan M. 
Renz, BAMC commander. 

Agreements cover surgical services including but 
not limited to general surgery, ear, nose and throat, 
gynecology and orthopedic surgery. 

Similar agreements between the 59th MDW and 
STVHCS cover blood bank services, sterilization, 
IDES, radiation oncology, surgical supervision and 
medical services including, but not limited to, endo
scopic ultrasound, sleep studies, dermatology laser 
treatments and dialysis treatments. 

Patients with access to the 59th MDW’s North Cen
tral Federal Clinic also benefit from the program. 

“Work share agreements between the VA, BAMC 
and the 59th Medical Wing improve efficiency and ef
fectiveness across a multitude of military healthcare 
services,” said Maj. Gen. Bart Iddins, 59th Medical 
Wing commander. 

“We are saving taxpayer dollars at a time when 
responsible stewardship of government resources 
is paramount. Appointment slots, that would oth
erwise remain vacant, are now filled,” Iddins said. 
“Military medicine is focused on providing world-
class, high quality, safe healthcare to our number 
one customer: the patient. We remain patient-cen
tered in all we do, and work share agreements 
bolster this commitment.” 

Looking ahead, the San Antonio Military Health 
System, which integrates Army and Air Force 

“We are saving taxpayer dollars at a time when responsible stewardship 
of government resources is paramount.” 

Maj. Gen. Bart Iddins 
59th Medical Wing commander 

Photo by Robert Shields 
Vietnam veteran Stanley E. Thomas (right) works out at Brooke Army Medical Center’s Center for the Intrepid with 
the help of physical therapy assistant Mike Okikawa. Thomas is one of a growing number of veterans being treated in 
Department of Defense medical facilities in San Antonio thanks to more work sharing agreements between Veterans 
Affairs and DOD facilities. 

health care services in the local area, is currently 
discussing several potential new agreements with 
local VA facilities. 

These include expanded OB/GYN services; STVHCS 
is currently paying for newborn deliveries at civilian 
medical facilities. BAMC has the capacity to perform 
this work and the increased number of deliveries 
would be valuable for the OB/GYN residency pro
gram. With talks progressing, the organizations have 
agreed in principle and now must work out the de
tails, draft the agreement and submit for approval. 

Other areas being discussed for possible work-
sharing include radiology services, vascular sur
gery, inpatient behavioral health and hyperbaric 
oxygen therapy. 

“The South Texas Veterans Health Care System 

has a strong partnership with DOD and we look for
ward to pursuing other opportunities in the future 
to continue to provide the best health care possible 
to both VA and DOD beneficiaries,” said Dr. Julianne 
Flynn, STVHCS chief of staff. 

There are also discussions for sharing initiatives 
with the Texas Valley Coastal Bend Veterans Health 
Care System, which could potentially involve the pro
vision of surgical and medical services to VA patients 
living south of San Antonio. 

This VA system covers a large, mostly rural area 
with a shortage of civilian specialty and sub-special
ty providers. Talks are still in the early stages, but 
BAMC has agreed to take cases as space permits on 
a fee-for-service reimbursement method according 
to federal fee schedules. 
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502nd Air Base Wing Commander’s Calls 
Brig. Gen. Bob LaBrutta, 502nd Air Base Wing and Joint 

Base San Antonio commander, will hold a series of com
mander’s calls at JBSA locations. The fi rst is at 10 a.m. 
March 24 at the Academic Support Building, building 1467, 
3216 Corporal Johnson Road at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston. The 
next commander’s call will take place at 10 a.m. March 27 
at Arnold Hall at JBSA-Lackland. The fi nal is at 1 p.m. March 
30 at the JBSA-Randolph Fleenor Auditorium. 

Parenting order legal clinic available 
A parenting order legal clinic takes place noon to 2 p.m. March 

27 at the Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Military & Family 
Readiness Center. Judge Advocate General Corps and Texas At
torney General staff will answer questions about family care plans; 
visitation, paternity and child support, but cannot represent or give 
legal advice. Attendees are encouraged to bring any prior court 
orders to the clinic. For more information, call 652-6781. 

Walk-in physical therapy now available 
The 359th Medical Operations Squadron Physical 

Therapy office offers direct access physical therapy to 
active-duty members Mondays from 7:15-8:45 a.m. at the 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Clinic. 

For more information, call 652-3137. 

ID cards available by appointment only 
All Joint Base San Antonio Common Access Card identifica

tion card office visits are by appointment only. Members should 
be cognizant of when their ID cards expire in order to make an 
appointment beforehand. Appointments can be made online at 
https://rapids-appointments.dmdc.osd.mil. 

Transportation survey 
The Texas Department of Transportation and Joint Base San 

Antonio are asking JBSA commuters to participate in the Active 
Travel Demand Management Travel Options Study survey to better 
understand regional congestion patterns. 

The anonymous survey link is http://tinyurl.com/JBSAcommute. 
For more information, call 652-3477 or 652-5307. 

One of the best things about ICE is that 
people can let service providers know when 
they do a great job, not just for poor service. 
It takes fi ve minutes or less to submit a 
comment at http://ice.disa.mil. 

JBSA Sexual Assault Prevention, Response 
To report a sexual assault, call the 24/7 Joint 

Base San Antonio Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response Hotline at 808-7272 or the Department 
of Defense Safe Helpline at 877-995-5247. 

Interactive Customer Evaluation 
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MILITARY JUSTICE from P8 

Another airman basic was caught stealing from AAFES 
and received forfeitures of $300 pay with a second month 
of $300 forfeitures suspended and a reprimand. 

Dereliction and false official statement – An airman 
basic was caught drinking while underage and lying 
about it and received 14 days restriction to base and 
extra duty, forfeiture of $330 and a reprimand. 

Use of marijuana – An airman basic tested positive 
for marijuana and received 13 days restriction and extra 
duty, forfeiture of $357 and a reprimand. A senior air
man tested positive for marijuana and received a reduc
tion to airman first class, suspended forfeiture of $1,017 
pay per month for two months and a reprimand. 

Use of Adderall – A master sergeant tested positive 
for Adderall and received a reduction to technical ser
geant and a reprimand. 

Use of oxycodone – A staff sergeant tested positive 
for oxycodone and received a suspended reduction to 
senior airman, forfeiture of $1,213 pay per month for 
two months and a reprimand. 

False official statement – A staff sergeant submit
ted a false and forged document in an application for 
an award and lied about it. The staff sergeant received 
a reduction to senior airman, suspended forfeiture of 
$1,213 and a reprimand. 

AWOL and false official statement – An airman left a 
physical training test before it was completed and falsi
fied the remainder of the test form. The airman received 
a reduction to airman basic, 30 days extra duty, sus
pended forfeiture of $765 and a reprimand. 

AWOL and drunk and disorderly – An airman basic 

did not show up for duty and was found drunk and dis
orderly in the dormitories. The airman received 45 days 
restriction to base and extra duty, forfeiture of $765 pay 
per month for two months and a reprimand. 

Failure to obey – An airman first class trainee sent 
a military training instructor a Facebook friend request 
and received a reduction to airman, 20 days restriction 
to base and a reprimand. 

Failure to obey and assault and battery – A master 
sergeant broke a no-contact order and unlawfully struck 
another person multiple times. The master sergeant 
received a suspended reduction to technical sergeant, 
forfeiture of $1,843 pay per month for two months and 
a reprimand. 

Underage drinking and dereliction – An airman 
first class hid from Security Forces members who were 
searching for him after he was caught possessing and 
drinking alcohol while underage. The airman first class 
received a suspended reduction to airman, forfeiture of 
$858 and a reprimand. 

Drunk on duty – A staff sergeant was drunk on duty 
and received a reduction to senior airman, 30 days extra 
duty and a reprimand. 

Dereliction – A staff sergeant engaged in an unprofes
sional relationship with a subordinate and received a re
duction to senior airman, suspended forfeitures of $1,213 
pay per month for two months and a reprimand. 

AWOL – An airman first class was late to duty on two 
separate occasions and received a reduction to airman 
basic and a reprimand. 

Dereliction – An airman first class hid from se

curity forces personnel while they were searching a 
dormitory room and received a suspended reduction 
to airman, 14 days restriction to base and extra duty 
and a reprimand. 

Dereliction and failure to obey – An airman basic 
twice violated curfew and engaged in the unauthorized 
use of a government vehicle and received 45 days re
striction to base and extra duty, forfeiture of $765 pay 
per month for two months and a reprimand. 

Dereliction – A staff sergeant processed deployment 
orders with an approved date and received a suspended 
reduction to senior airman and a reprimand. 

AWOL – A senior airman was late reporting for duty 
and lied about what time the duty began as well as 
when a briefing ended. The senior airman received 
a reduction to airman first class, 15 days extra duty 
and a reprimand. 

JBSA – Randolph (3): 
Incapacitation for duty – A second lieutenant was 

incapacitated for duty and received forced forfeitures of 
$500 for one month with a second month of forfeitures 
suspended and a reprimand. 

Assault and battery – A senior airman unlawfully 
grabbed and slammed another person into an air mat
tress and received a suspended reduction to airman first 
class and a reprimand. 

Violation of lawful order – A technical sergeant 
plagiarized a professional military education assign
ment and received a suspended reduction to staff 
sergeant, forfeiture of $1,547 pay per month for two 
months and a reprimand. 
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OPERATION ROLLING THUNdER COMMEMORATION
 


Vietnam War veterans honored during ceremony at AF Memorial
 

By Senior Airman Hailey Haux 
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs Command Information 

More than 100 service members, civilians and vet
erans braved the cold and icy weather to honor pris
oners of war and those missing in action during the 
50th anniversary of the Vietnam War commemoration 
ceremony and wreath-laying March 2 at the Air Force 
Memorial in Arlington, Va. 

The color guard posted the colors, the national an
them was sung and an invocation was given to those 
watching closely to pay their respects. 

“I don’t believe there is any better place to honor 
these Airmen than right here, looking at this beau
tiful memorial, looking over the Pentagon, to our 
great nation’s capital,” said Air Force Chief of Staff 
Gen. Mark A. Welsh III. 

This date commemorates the beginning of the 
Operation Rolling Thunder bombing campaign in 
1965 where joint-service aircraft bombed targets 
throughout North Vietnam. The campaign resulted 
in the loss of more than 1,000 U.S aircraft and cost 
North Vietnam more than half of its bridges, virtu
ally all of its petroleum storage facilities and nearly 
two-thirds of its power generating plants. 

March 2 also marks the 50th anniversary of retired 
Lt. Col. Hayden J. Lockhart, who took part in Opera
tion Rolling Thunder, becoming the first Air Force POW. 
Flying the F-100 Super Sabre, Lockhart was shot down 
and forced to eject from his aircraft over North Vietnam. 
Lockhart was released on Feb. 12, 1973, after spending 
2,905 days in captivity. 

“I remember watching the TV as the first group of 
POWs returned to Clark Air Force Base in the Philip
pines in February of 1973,” Welsh recalled. “I remember 
a lot of things about that coverage. I remember the com
mentators talking way too much. I remember watching 
the POWs coming down the steps of the C-141 one at 
a time. I remember how I cried watching the heroes 
become reunited with their family members.” 

For one family, they would not learn of their father’s 
sacrifice for years to come. 

“It wasn’t until 1976 that we learned that our father 
was shot down, captured and died of his injuries shortly 
after,” said Maureen Kozak, daughter of Col. Kelly Cook, 
an F-4 Phantom pilot who was killed in action. Repre
senting her entire family, Kozak said, “I am very proud of 
my father and I know he was proud to serve our country. 
It was an honor to be here with Gen. Welsh representing 
the Air Force. It was a beautiful day to see the wreath 
presented at this beautiful memorial.” 

As the ceremony came to a close and the sound 
of taps filled the air, Welsh had one small request, 
“This is a very solemn occasion, but it’s also a proud 
celebration because we share the heritage of the 
great Americans we honor today. Sometime today, 
write their motto on a small piece of paper and put 
it in your wallet or in your purse. And every time you 
notice it in the future, take it out, unfold it and read 

“I don’t believe there is any better place to 
honor these Airmen than right here, looking 
at this beautiful memorial, looking over the 

Pentagon, to our great nation’s capital.” 
Gen. Mark A. Welsh III 

Air Force Chief of Staff 

Photo by Scott Ash 
Michael L. Rhodes, director of administration and management for the Office of the Secretary of Defense, ad
dresses an audience during a wreath laying ceremony March 2, which was hosted by Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. 
Mark A. Welsh III, to honor Air Force Vietnam prisoners of war and missing in action at the Air Force Memorial in 
Arlington, Va. 

the words: 'Return with honor.' Then put it back and 
quietly thank the heroes we honor today for doing 
exactly that, and recommit yourself to making those 
great airmen as proud of us as we are of them." 

This was the first Headquarters Air Force event 
in support of the 50th Vietnam War Commemo

rative Partner Program. The multi-year campaign 
aims to thank and honor the veterans of the Viet
nam War for their sacrifice and service and pay 
tribute to the contributions of their families. 

(Editor’s note: Tech. Sgt. Anthony Nelson Jr. con
tributed to the article) 
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Randolph High School boys' basketball team shoots for victory
 


Photo by Harold China 
Members of the Randolph High School boys’ basket
ball team practice for an upcoming game March 5 
at the RHS gym. The team is headed to the state 
tournament for the first time in 20 years. 

By David DeKunder 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph 
Public Affairs 

The Randolph High School Ro-Hawks 
boys' basketball team is headed to the 
state tournament for the first time in 
20 years after winning the regional title 
March 7 in Seguin. 

Randolph (30-3) played Childress in 
semifinals of the University Interscho
lastic League Class 3A state tourna
ment Thursday, at 3 p.m., at the Ala
modome. If Randolph wins, they will 
advance to play in the championship 
game at 10 a.m. Saturday. 

The Ro-Hawks advanced to state af
ter winning the Region IV-3A tourna
ment at Seguin High School with wins 
over the Aransas Pass Panthers, 53-48, 
in the tourney semifinals last Friday, 
and the Falfurrias Jerseys, 50-37, in 
the regional final Saturday. 

Randolph will be appearing in its 
fourth state tournament in school his
tory and their first since 1995. 

Guard Jordan Williams led Ran
dolph in scoring at the regional tour

nament, averaging 20.5 points per 
game. Williams, a junior, scored 18 
points against Aransas Pass and 23 in 
the final against Falfurrias. 

Randolph coach Tim Gendron said 
the Ro-Hawks have accomplished what 
they set out to do at the beginning of 
the year – being one of the four teams 
that will play in the state tournament. 

“They’ve met their goal to be the 
last team standing in Region IV,” 
said Gendron, who will be coaching 
in his first state tournament with 
the Ro-Hawks. “They’ve met their 
goals and now they are going to live 
their dream of trying to win a state 
championship.” 

In the regional tournament, guard 
Jordan Williams led Randolph with 
a 20.5 scoring average per game. 
Williams, a junior, scored 18 points 
against Aransas Pass and 23 in the 
final against Falfurrias. 

Randolph started its playoff run after 
clinching the District 26-3A title in Feb
ruary with key wins over Marion and 
Cole. In their first three playoff games, 
Randolph defeated Comfort, 64-33, on 

Feb. 24; Goliad, 51-24, on Feb. 27; and 
Jarrell, 56-30, on March 3. 

Leading the Ro-Hawks have been 
the team’s co-captains, seniors Bryan 
London and Shaun Jackson. 

London, a 6-foot, 2-inch post, aver
ages 14 points a game, which leads 
the team. Jackson is the Ro-Hawks’ 
starting point guard. Rounding out 
the team’s starting lineup is Williams, 
sophomore guard J.J. Gomez and ju
nior forward Nick Hardy. 

Gendron said it is rewarding for 
him to see the Ro-Hawks four se
niors, London, Jackson and role 
players Braelin Barnes and Caleb 
Hentz, get the opportunity to play 
in the state tournament. 

“Bryan (London) and (Shaun) Jack
son and Caleb (Hentz) have been here 
since the seventh grade, and Braelin 
(Barnes) came his freshmen year,” he 
said. “It’s not often you get kids that 
hang around here that long. They’ve 
worked so hard and to finally see them 
reach their goal, it’s hard to describe 
in words. It’s a feeling you have inside 
of great joy.” 




