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Members of the U.S. Air Force 
Aerial Demonstration Squad-
ron “Thunderbirds” perform 
F-16 Fighting Falcon acrobatic 
maneuvers Saturday at Joint 
Base San Antonio-Randolph 
during the 2015 JBSA Air 
Show and Open House Saturday 
and Sunday. Air shows allow 
the Air Force to display the 
capabilities of military aircraft to 
the American taxpayer through 
aerial demonstrations and static 
displays and allowing attendees 
to get up close and personal to 
see some of the equipment and 
aircraft used by the U.S. military 
today. Turn to pages 10-11 for 
more photos.
 
Photo by Joshua Rodriguez

AIR FORCE, ARMY AMAZE AT JBSA AIR SHOW

Staff Sgt. Roman Grijalva, 
U.S. Army Golden Knights 

demonstration team parachut-
ist, salutes as he jumps into 
the air with Rob Holland (in 

aircraft) waiting to chase him, 
during their routine Saturday 
at the 2015 Joint Base San 
Antonio Air Show and Open 

House at JBSA-Randolph.

Photo by Senior Airman
Alexandria Slade 
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New NCO Evaluation Report to eliminate evaluation inflation
By David Vergun
Army News Service

On Jan. 1, the Army 
will have a new tool 
to promote, retain and 
assign its noncommis-
sioned officers: an up-
graded NCO Evaluation 
Report, or NCOER.

The current NCOER, 
which has been in use 
since 1987, is “outdated, 
highly inflated and too 
generic, meaning one 
NCOER fits all NCOs, re-
gardless of rank, position 
or level of responsibility,” 
said Sgt. Maj. Stephen 
McDermid, Evaluations, 
Selections and  
Promotions Division  
sergeant major at Hu-
man Resources Com-
mand at Fort Knox, Ky.

The new NCOER will 
address four key areas. 
First, the new NCOER will 
capture attributes and 
competencies from Army 
Doctrine Publication 6-22 
“Army Leadership.”. That 
means the evaluation will 
align with the Army’s 
effort to meet the chal-
lenges of an increasingly 
complex and uncertain 
environment by requiring 
NCOs to take on greater 
levels of responsibility, 
with increasing levels of 
skills and competencies.

A second impor-
tant aspect of the new 
NCOER is that it will 
“enforce rating official 
accountability through 
the use of two new as-
sessment tools, which is 
the rater tendency and 
the senior rater profile,” 
McDermid said, meaning 
that senior raters will be 
limited to the number 
of Soldiers they deem 
“most qualified.”

In a nutshell, this will 
address one of the big-

gest drawbacks of the 
current NCOER: infla-
tion, or the tendency of 
raters to rate most or 
all of their Soldiers at 
the highest levels. The 
current practice makes it 
nearly impossible to sep-
arate stellar performers 
from average or good 
performers, he said.

Third, the new NCOER 
will take into take into 
account increasing 
levels of responsibil-
ity as Soldiers progress 
through the NCO ranks,                    
McDermid said.

Specifically, the  
NCOER will come in 
three versions tailored to 
three levels of rank, or 
grade plates:

• Department of the 
Army Form 2166-9-1 
for E-5s - with focus on 
“direct-level” proficiency 
rating. 
 
• DA Form 2166-9-2 for 
E-6 to E-8 with focus on 
“organizational-level” 
expertise. 
 

• DA Form 2166-9-3 
for E-9s with focus on 
“strategic-level” compe-
tency.

    David Griffee, chief 
of the Evaluations 
Branch at HRC, said 
a fourth benefit of the 
new NCOER will be 
getting leaders “talking 
to their people, telling 
them how they’re doing 
and providing effective 
feedback.”

That will result in 
leaders “being able to 
coach, teach and mentor 
what right looks like. As 
the Army executes the 
counseling in a better 
manner, we think we 
should see improvement 
in performance across 
the board,” he said.
Griffee said that since 
Soldiers are counseled 
about what’s expected 
of them near the start 
of the reporting period, 
and at intervals through-
out the reporting pe-
riod, there should be no 
surprises when the final 
report is made.

Leaders have a re-
sponsibility too, he said.

“Leaders should take 
the time to develop their 
rating philosophy so they 
are familiar with what 
most qualified looks like 
in actions, competencies 
and in performance,” 
Griffee suggested. “Once 
you have your rating 
philosophy, stick to it.”

While the new NCOER 
doesn’t go into effect 
until Jan. 1, there are 
important interim dates 
to keep in mind as the 
Army transitions to the 
new system, McDermid 
said, adding that there’s 
a possibility the dates 
could change slightly due 
to unforeseen circum-
stances.

On Oct. 27, Military 
Personnel Message  
15-342 was published 
announcing the fiscal 
2016 master sergeant 
board and the NCOERs 
that need to be complet-
ed for that board.

The MILPER directs 
that “those who receive 
a mandatory report 
between September and 
December will continue 
to receive that report, 
whether it’s an annual, 
extended annual, or 
change of rater report,” 
McDermid said. “In the 
event the NCO who’s eli-
gible for this board does 
not receive a mandatory 
report, then they will 
receive an HRC-directed 
Code 19 Evaluation 
with a through date of              
Dec. 31. This will ensure 
those individuals eligible 
for that board receive a 
close-out evaluation.”

Griffee said the reason 
for the MILPER is “so 
there’s no confusion over 
who gets a look and 
who doesn’t, especially 

because the implemen-
tation date of the new 
NCOER is so close to 
the convene date. A 
conscious decision was 
made to ensure everyone 
competing for the master 
sergeant board is on 
same playing field.”

McDermid said a 
second MILPER was 
released by HRC Tuesday, 
providing information 
about the impending 
release of revisions to 
Army Regulation 623-3 
and Department of the 
Army Pamphlet 623-3 
“Evaluation Reporting 
System.” These publica-
tions will specify the 
nuts and bolts of how 
an NCOER is to be ex-
ecuted.

McDermid said Tuesday 
will mark the date that 
the newly revised AR 
623-3 and DA  
Pamphlet 623-3 should 
be published on the web 
and available to the 
field. The NCOER forms 
will also be available 
on the Army Publishing 
Directorate website on 
that date.

Griffee said that “for 
a short period of time, 
we’ll basically have 
two regulations on the 
street,” meaning the 
current versions of AR 
623-3 and DA Pam 
623-3 that will be valid 
through Dec. 31, as well 
as the new versions 
published Nov. 10, which 
while valid as well will 
not go into effect until 
Jan. 1. 

“They’re out there for 
Soldiers to review and 
become familiar with 
as the Jan. 1 date ap-
proaches,” he said.

On Dec. 10, the  

See EVALUATION, P9

Photo by David Vergun 
A noncommissioned officer takes a look at the new NCO Evalua-
tion Report form that becomes effective Jan. 1, 2016. Officials at  
Human Resources Command said it will more accurately capture  
Soldier performance and eliminate inflation while serving as a tool for 
promotion and selection boards.
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Resident Town Hall Meeting

The 502nd Force Support Group 
commander hosts a resident town 
hall meeting from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Thursday at the Resident Center at 
B407 Dickman Road for all on-post 
Lincoln Military Housing residents. 
During the event, the following 
topics will be briefed and repre-
sentatives available to answer any 
questions about CPS Energy, such 
as AMI meters; a brief on speed-
ing, community policing, thefts, 
holiday vacation patrols; holiday 
safety tips; brief on roads, traffic 
signs and street signs; and a LMH 
brief on the out-year plan.

502nd Air Base Wing  
Commander's Calls

The 502nd Air Base Wing 
Commander's Call for Joint Base 
San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston is 
scheduled for 9 a.m. Nov. 13 at the 
Evans Theater. For JBSA-Randolph, 
the commander's call is at 9 a.m. 
Nov. 16 at Fleenor Auditorium, 
while at JBSA-Lackland, it is at 2 
p.m. Nov. 18 at Mitchell Hall. The 
JBSA-Camp Bullis event is at 2 
p.m. Nov. 23 at building 6001.

Robert G. Cole High School  
JROTC Turkey Shoot

The Robert G. Cole High School 
Junior ROTC sponsors an annual 
Turkey Shoot from 8 a.m. to noon 
Nov. 14 at the Cole High School Air 
Rifle Range at 4001 Winans Road 
on Fort Sam Houston. The event 
consists of a shooting competition 
divided into eight age categories, 
from elementary school to adult, 
with prizes in each category. Tick-
ets can be purchased at the event 
itself or from any JROTC cadet 
prior to the event.

16th Annual ‘Honoring  
The Veterans’ Pow Wow

U.S. Army North hosts the 16th 
Annual “Honoring the Veterans” 
Pow Wow at the Fort Sam Houston 
Quadrangle from 10:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Nov. 21. Visitors with identifi-
cation can enter the Walters Street 
Entry Control Point. A blessing and 
opening remarks take place at 
10:30 a.m., then gourd dancing at 
11 a.m., grand entry at 12:30 p.m. 
and closing ceremony at 4 p.m. 

See NEWS BRIEFS, P6

ARMY PICKS BEST MEDICS

Competitors in the 2015 Army Best Medic Competition at Fort 
Sam Houston and Camp Bullis were required to establish a 
jump aid station using equipment stored in a field ambulance. 

Lt. Gen. Patricia Horoho (left), commanding 
general, U.S. Army Medical Command and U.S. 

Army Surgeon General, and MEDCOM Command 
Sgt. Maj. Gerald C. Ecker (right), congratulate 
Spc. Collin O’Donnell and Spc. Jesus Romero, 

173rd Airborne Brigade, Vicenza, Italy, the 
first-place winners of the 2015 Army Best 

Medic Competition during an awards ceremony 
at Blesse Auditorium, Willis Hall, U.S. Army 

Medical Department Center and School Friday. 
O’Donnell and Romero each received the Army 

Meritorious Service Medal, a MEDCOM coin and 
a replica of the medical corps field knife. The 

competition was held Oct. 27 through Friday at 
Fort Sam Houston and Camp Bullis. 

Photos by Phil Reidinger
Thirty-two teams boarded Blackhawk helicopters from Fort Sam Houston en route to Camp Bullis 
to begin Phase II of the 2105 Army Best Medic Competition.

Soldiers competing in the 2015 Army Best Medic Competition receive a briefing 
about the maneuvers required to execute the Combat Stress Shoot  events at Camp 
Bullis. 

Competitors in the 2015 Army Best Medic Competition at Fort Sam Houston 
and Camp Bullis prepare to evacuate a patient in a rough terrain exercise 
requiring repel techniques using a field litter. The competition took place 
from Oct. 27 through Friday.
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Fort Sam Houston hosts
‘Salute To Veterans’ Nov. 13
By Sgt. Maj. Matt Howard
U.S. Army North Public Affairs

Fort Sam Houston will host its an-
nual Salute to Veterans Ceremony at 
11 a.m. Nov. 13 at MacArthur Parade 
Field.

The ceremony is one of many fea-
tured events of San Antonio’s  
“Celebrate America’s Military,” or 
CAM, tribute to service members 
past and present. Last year’s cer-
emony was dedicated to World War 
II veterans with the presentation of 
the French Legion de Guerre by the 
French Consulate to veterans that 
fought in France. 

“This year we are highlighting 
Vietnam veterans,” said Sgt. Maj. 
Janine Osterberg, current operations 
sergeant major for U.S. Army North 
and lead planner for the ceremony. 
“In addition to giving special rec-
ognition to some Vietnam veterans 
during the program, the ceremony’s 
backdrop will be an 80-percent scale 

replica of the Vietnam Wall, which 
should be very special.”

The wall, operated by the non-
profit American Veterans Traveling 
Tribute and known as the “Traveling 
Wall,” is more than a football field 
in length and contains every name 
etched on the original. It will be on 
display at MacArthur Field from the 
afternoon of Nov. 10 through the 
evening of Nov. 13. 

Although this year’s ceremony will 
highlight Vietnam veterans, all veter-
ans will have a chance to stand and 
be recognized.

“This is an opportunity for us to 
thank all veterans, regardless of the 
era they served in,” Osterberg said.

The ceremony is open to the public 
and will be immediately followed by 
a small festival with live music and 
food. Non-DoD ID card holders will 
be able to access the ceremony and 
festival without a post pass. Details 
on those access procedures will be 
posted at http://www.jbsa.mil. 

File photo
Fort Sam Houston service members stand in formation during last year’s Salute to Veterans Ceremony 
Nov. 14, 2014. Last year, Fort Sam Houston paid special recognition to World War II veterans who fought 
in France. This year’s ceremony, scheduled for 11 a.m. Nov. 13 at MacArthur Parade Field, will highlight 
Vietnam veterans. The ceremony recognizes all veterans of all services, however, and is open to the public.
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Air Force legend interacts with next generation of Airmen
By Senior Airman Krystal Wright
JBSA-Lackland Public Affairs

Lt. Gen. Darryl           
Roberson, commander 
of Air Education and 
Training Command, 
hosted a distinguished 
visitor, retired Lt. Col. 
Richard Cole, one of two 
surviving members of the 
Doolittle Raiders from 
World War II Friday.  

The occasion was the 
100th birthday celebra-
tion for Cole, who was 
the co-pilot for then-Lt. 
Col. Jimmy Doolittle, 
mission commander, 
during the Doolittle Raid, 
which was a bomb-
ing mission in WWII on 
Japan April 18, 1942, 
in retaliation for the 
Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor Dec. 7, 1941. 

“Being discovered (and 
launching) 200 miles 
early meant that their 

plans on how to get 
back were shattered,”               
Roberson said during the 
ceremony. “Everyone, 80 
members, took off in the 
B-25s that day on a mis-
sion that was one way. 
They knew that they 
were not able to come 
back and didn’t know 
where they were going 
to land, but they needed 
to send a message to 
Japan. They were all 
committed and willing 
to sacrifice their lives to 
do it.”

“The truth is, we were 
at war and that was our 
job,” Cole said. 

The Doolittle Raiders 
were able to surprise the 
Japanese and completed 
their mission successful. 
Out of the 80 volunteers, 
73 returned – though 
73 years later only two 
remain, one of them              
being Cole. 

Also in attendance 
were members of the 
U.S. Air Force Thunder-
birds and Wings in Blue 
demonstration teams, 
who were in San Antonio 
for the 2015 JBSA Air 
Show and Open House at 
JBSA-Randolph. 

“I speak for both 
teams when I say that 
we are humbled to 
be able to hear your 
stories,” Lt. Col. Chris 
Hammond, Thunderbird 
#1 and commander, said. 
“You are our inspira-
tion, our heritage and 
epitome of our greatest 
generation. You have 
paved the way for all of 
us who have followed 
in the many decades. 
As we go out to try to in-
spire future Airmen, you 
inspire us to continue 
serving and strive for 
excellence.” 

For Roberson, host-

ing the Thunderbirds 
was especially mean-
ingful since he was a 
member of “America’s 
Ambassadors in Blue” 
from November 1993 to 
December 1995.

“Having the                      
Thunderbirds here and 
being able to interact 
with them in a way that 
I haven’t had a chance 
to in many years was re-
ally awesome,” he said.

Roberson felt that the 
celebration was the per-
fect opportunity to bring 
together an Air Force 
legend and the next gen-
eration of Airmen.

“We all stand on Lt. 
Dick Cole’s shoulders,” 
Roberson said. “And 
now, we have youngsters 
in our Air Force that 
are going to remember 
that and speak to it in 
the future, so we don’t 
forget our heritage and 

our past. It’s a tremen-
dous heritage and air 
power has been a critical 

factor in all of our wars 
for every war that we’ve 
been in.”

Photo by Airman 1st Class Stormy Archer 
Retired Lt. Col. Richard Cole (left), Doolittle Raider, shakes hands 
with members of the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds at his 100th  
birthday celebration Oct. 30 at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. 
The Doolittle Raiders were a group of 80 men who served under the 
command of Gen. James “Jimmy” Doolittle. The Raiders conducted 
a bombing mission on Japan April 18, 1942, in retaliation for the 
attack on Pearl Harbor.
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For more information, visit http://
www.unitedsanantoniopowwow.
com.

Budge Dental Clinic  
Welcomes Army North,  
Army South Soldiers

The Budge Dental Clinic at 
3145 Garden Ave. now provides 
dental treatment for all U.S. 
Army North and U.S. Army South 
Soldiers. Hours of operation are 
6 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 6 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Friday. Call 808-3735 or 
808-3736 for more information. 

North New Braunfels, Harry  
Wurzbach West Access  
Control Points  
Open In Mornings

The North New Braunfels 
Access Control Point, located by 
the Quadrangle, and the Harry 
Wurzbach West ACP, also known 
as the Pershing Gate, are open 
for incoming and outgoing traffic 
from 5:30-8:30 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, except on federal 
holidays, according to the 502nd 
Security Forces Squadron.

Stray Animals Notice For 
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston 
Residents

 Many stray or roaming animal 
sightings are near residences. The 
stray or roaming animals are seeking 
food, water and shelter. Although this 
is not necessarily a housing problem, 
housing officials ask that residents 
refrain from feeding any animal 
that does not belong to them or that 
is running wild on Joint Base San 
Antonio-Fort Sam Houston. If stray 
or roaming dogs in housing areas 
or entering the installation are seen, 
please call the 502nd Civil Engineer-
ing Squadron service call desk at 
671-5555 to establish a work order 
and report the stray as soon as pos-
sible. Civil engineers will set traps for 
the strays and remove once the strays 
have been caught. If a wild animal is 
seen, keep away and make sure that 
no one is leaving food or water near 
housing areas. In addition, call Lincoln 
Military Housing at 221-0948 to have 
pest control service place a trap 
around the residence.

Continued from P3
Making a difference in warrior care:
Army Surgeon General reflects on career that almost wasn’t
By Laura Stassi
Army Magazine

Lt. Gen. Patricia 
D. Horoho is the first 
female and first nurse 
to be nominated and 
confirmed by Congress 
as the surgeon general 
of the Army and com-
manding general of U.S. 
Army Medical Com-
mand. 

She was also the first 
married woman with 
children to become 
chief of the Army Nurse 
Corps. She has other 
“firsts” on her resume 
as well as a long list 
of honors and awards 
compiled in her 33-year 
career, but she never 
intended to be a trail-
blazer. 

Her career is more 
the result of mentorship 
and serendipity than 
strategy, she says, and 
in fact, she almost sepa-
rated from the Army 
after completing her 
first duty assignment.

“My entire career has 
surprised me,” Horoho 
said.

Her change of com-
mand and retirement 
ceremonies are sched-
uled for December.

Horoho – then known 
as Patty Dallas – grew 
up in Fayetteville, N.C. 
She is the daughter of a 
retired Army lieutenant 
colonel, a Special Forces 
soldier who served in 
three wars. Still, a mili-
tary career wasn’t her 
first choice. “I wanted 
to be a stewardess, but 
I didn’t meet the height 
requirement.”

Horoho studied at 
Appalachian State Uni-
versity for two years, 
then transferred to 
the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill 

when her mother and 
grandfather persuaded 
her to consider nursing. 

Eager to “do some-
thing different,” she 
called an Army recruiter 
her senior year and 
committed to three 
years in uniform. She 
earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in nursing in 1982, 
and then moved to Fort 
Carson, Colo., for duty 
as a medical surgical 
nurse at Evans Army 
Community Hospital.

Horoho’s brother, 
an infantry officer, 
and brother-in-law, a 
field artillery officer, 
were also posted at 
Fort Carson. So when 
her assignment officer 
called with an offer to 
transfer to Letterman 
Army Medical Center, 
Calif., and said she had 
24 hours to think about 
it, “I went home, and I 
really thought about it,” 
Horoho said. She called 
the next day and politely 
declined, saying she 
preferred to stay at Fort 
Carson. The infuriated 
major hung up on her.

Chagrined, Horoho 
went to her chief nurse 
to tell her what had 
happened and to turn in 
her resignation papers. 
Over the next sev-
eral weeks, though, she 
began having second 
thoughts.

“I fell in love with be-
ing a soldier,” she said, 
“and I realized I was 
part of something much 
bigger than myself.”

When the chief nurse 
unexpectedly stopped 
by the emergency room 
one Sunday and told 
her, “Not all doors are 
closed,” Horoho took it 
as a sign to figure out 
a way to stay on active 
duty. 

She only recently 
learned that the chief 
nurse, convinced a 
bright military future 
was ahead of Horoho, 
never submitted the 
separation papers.

“There are many 
mentors out there,” 
Horoho said, “and 
you don’t even know, 
sometimes, when you’re 
being mentored.”

After additional 
training, Horoho was 
assigned to Harrisburg 
and Pittsburgh, Pa., re-
cruiting battalions under 
the 1st Medical Brigade. 
Horoho called this the 
“best assignment in 
my life” because that’s 
where she met her 
husband, now-retired 
Col. Ray Horoho. They 
married in 1990.

In 1992, she earned 
a master’s degree in 
nursing from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh as 

a trauma clinical nurse 
specialist. Her explora-
tions of critical incident 
stress debriefings, burn 
traumas and burn 
dressings would prove 
invaluable two years 
later, when she was on 
duty at Fort Bragg, N.C., 
during the Green Ramp 
disaster.

On March 23, 1994, 
an F-16 fighter plane 
and C-130 cargo plane 
collided in air while 
both were trying to land 
at then-Pope Air Force 
Base, adjacent to Fort 
Bragg. About 500 Army 
paratroopers from Fort 
Bragg’s XVIII Airborne 
Corps were assembled 
on the Pope airfield for 
training jumps when the 
collision occurred. The 
C-130 pilot managed to 
land his craft, but the 
F-16 crashed into the 
ground after the pilots 
ejected. Twenty-four 

paratroopers with the 
82nd Airborne Division 
were killed and about 
100 others were injured, 
many with severe burns.

Within minutes of the 
disaster, Fort Bragg’s 
Womack Army Medical 
Center was swamped 
with casualties; Horoho 
was chief nurse of the 
emergency depart-
ment. In an account of 
Womack’s response that 
Horoho wrote in 1995, 
she described the scene 
as “controlled chaos.”

Horoho said the di-
saster made her realize 
“the great skills nurses 
possess when it comes 
to warrior care,” includ-
ing critical thinking, 
effective teamwork, and 
a keen focus on patient-
centered care.

About seven years af-
terward, Horoho would 

Photo by Rob McIlvaine
Lt. Gen. Patricia Horoho was promoted to lieutenant general when she was named commanding  
general of U.S. Army Medical Command and Army surgeon general in 2011. She’s shown here receiv-
ing the three-star epaulets from the Army’s then-Chief of Staff Gen. Raymond T. Odierno (left) and her 
husband, retired Col. Ray Horoho.

See HOROHO, P16
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Hospital Corps students raise suicide awareness with tri-service talent show
By Petty Officer 1st Class                 
Jacquelyn D. Childs
NMETC Public Affairs

Fourteen service mem-
bers from the tri-service 
Medical Education and 
Training Campus on Joint 
Base San Antonio-Fort 
Sam Houston performed 
in a competitive talent 
show Oct. 28 to help 
raise suicide prevention 
awareness.

The event was planned 
and conducted by                
Sailors from Navy Medi-
cine Training Support  
Center’s Coalition of  
Sailors Against Destruc-
tive Decisions, often re-
ferred to as the Coalition of 
Servicemembers Against 
Destructive Decisions in 
the joint environment at 
METC, where Army and 
Air Force staff and stu-
dents are equally involved 
in the activities.

During brief intermis-

sions of the performanc-
es, the dozens of students 
in attendance heard from 
NMTSC suicide preven-
tion coordinator Chief 
Petty Officer Sara Stack 
and NMTSC command-
ing officer Capt. Denise 
Smith. 

“This is suicide preven-
tion,” Smith said. “We 
want to make sure we 
act, we care, and that we 
get them to treatment. 
Don’t leave anybody 
alone. Remember, every 
service member, every 
day. Suicide prevention 
isn’t just one month out 
of the year; it’s every day 
of every month all year 
long.”

Throughout the show, 
talented performers 
sang, danced and played 
musical instruments. The 
overall winner was Petty 
Officer 3rd Class Anthony 
Eads, an NMTSC staff 
member, who performed 

a spoken-word piece, dra-
matically reciting a poem 
he had written.

“It felt great to take 
home first place,” Eads 
said. “I signed up because 
they came out asking for 
performers, and when 
they told me what it was 
about, I thought the idea 
sounded great. They did 
a good job incorporating 
the suicide awareness 
into the show with the 
speakers and handouts.”

Prior to the start of the 
show, Stack distributed 
flyers and magnets with 
information on stress 
management and various 
resources available.

“A lot of us deal with 
stress during the day, es-
pecially being here. It can 
be very challenging when 
we’re trying to study and 
we have personal things 
going on in our lives,” she 
said during intermission. 

Stack gave students 

a few outlets available 
to them if they needed 
someone to talk to, either 
in or outside the com-
mand. She ended by 
reminding everyone in 
attendance that being 
aware of those around 
them is the key to pos-
sibly preventing suicides 
in the command.

“We have had 35 

suicides in the Navy this 
year and that’s 35 too 
many,” she said. “So I en-
courage you to share this 
information. Reach out to 
your peers. Reach out to 
your battle buddy.”

NMTSC is the Navy 
component command 
that provides adminis-
trative and operational 
control over Navy staff 

and students assigned to 
METC and other medi-
cal programs in the San 
Antonio area. 

With more than 50 
medical programs and 
21,000 graduates a year, 
METC is the primary 
Department of Defense 
healthcare education 
campus for enlisted medi-
cal personnel.

Photo by Petty Officer 1st Class Jacquelyn D. Childs 
Staff and students from the Medical Education and Training Campus on Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam 
Houston pose after a joint service talent show held Oct. 28 to raise awareness for suicide prevention in a 
training environment.
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SENIOR ENLISTED APPRECIATION
RECEPTION KICKS OFF CAM WEEK

METC NUTRITION AND DIET THERAPY 
STUDENTS DISH UP DINNER

Students in the Medical Education and 
Training Campus at Fort Sam Houston’s 

Nutrition and Diet Therapy program 
class 040-15 prepared and presented 

an Autumn Harvest specialty meal 
Oct. 27 as part of a class project that 
is conducted every cycle. Throughout 

the course, students learn about basic 
nutrition concepts, medical nutrition 

therapy and performance nutrition 
for health and fitness. They use their 

knowledge and work in groups to 
prepare a meal with specific patient 

medical needs in mind, tie it in with a 
Defense Equal Opportunity observance 
or other theme and then present their 

meal plan to instructors and guests 
during a formal presentation. Students 

are quizzed on their choice of meal 
items and are asked a variety of ques-

tions from the audience.  Following the 
presentation, guests are invited to enjoy 

lunch.  

Photo by Lisa Braun

Photo by Sgt. Maj. Matt Howard
Senior noncommissioned officers from all military services and their families enjoy a catered dinner 
at VFW Post 76 in downtown San Antonio Oct. 29. The San Antonio Chamber of Commerce and 
the VFW sponsored the Senior Enlisted Appreciation Reception to kick off San Antonio’s Celebrate 
America’s Military festivities. CAM features a number of events running through the middle of 
November, including Fort Sam Houston’s “Salute to Veterans” ceremony and military appreciation 
days at upcoming University of Incarnate Word and University of Texas-San Antonio football games. 
A full list of CAM events is on Page 14 and at http://celebrateamericasmilitary.com.
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Evaluation Entry System, 
or EES, the web-based 
system used for the cre-
ation and submission of 
the NCOER and support 
form, “will go live so 
the field will be able to 
create the new NCOER, 
populate the system 
and the form itself, 
in preparation for the 
Jan. 1 implementation,”                  
McDermid said.

As the new NCOER 
takes effect, Griffee 
noted that it may take 
about three or four 
years to build up the 
metrics on rater ten-
dency and the senior 
rater profile, making 
the NCOER more robust 
as a tool for selection 
and promotion as time 
passes.

McDermid said train-
the-trainer training for 
the new NCOER began 
in April at HRC, fol-

lowed by sessions on 
Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina. That effort led 
to about 600 certified 
train-the-trainers who 
fanned out across all 
commands and compo-
nents.

Training is also avail-
able online for those 
who’ve been unable 
to meet with a certi-
fied trainer, he said. 
“We highly encourage 
Soldiers to review it.” 
Detailed training mod-
ules have been posted 
to the HRC Evaluations 
Branch website as well 
as S1NET and are avail-
able for download on 
DVIDS.

The online EES test 
site allows Soldiers to 
create the NCOER and 
support form as well, 
and leads individuals 
through the process, 
section-by-section, in 
an easy-to-understand 
manner, McDermid said.

Griffee said thus far 

feedback from the field 
during the training pro-
cess regarding the new 
NCOER has been good. 
“A lot of NCOs are say-
ing it’s about time that 
a more effective NCOER 
has been produced,” he 
added.

McDermid noted 
that the officer corps 
has had an evaluation 
report similar to the 
new NCOER for about                       
18 years.

One other change 
Soldiers will see on the 
new NCOER form will be 
the use of Department 
of Defense identification, 
or DoDID, numbers in 
place of social security 
numbers. The DoDID, 
which appears on  
Soldiers’ Common Ac-
cess Cards, is being 
phased in as part of the 
federal government’s 
effort to remove social 
security numbers from 
as many documents as 
possible, Griffee said.

EVALUATION
from P2
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By Senior Airman Alexandria Slade
JBSA-Randolph Public Affairs

More than 250,000 people attended 
the 2015 Joint Base San Antonio Air 
Show and Open House Saturday and 
Sunday to witness military and civilian 
aerial acrobatics, learn about various 
static aircraft displays and interact 
with JBSA military members at JBSA-
Randolph.

Highlights of the event included 
performances from the U.S. Air Force 

Thunderbirds air demonstration team, 
as well as the U.S. Army Golden Knights 
and Air Force Wings of Blue parachute 
teams. The ability to view static dis-
plays, showcasing the evolution of joint 
air power and advancements in technol-
ogy that have occurred throughout Air 
Force history, was also a huge draw for 
the two-day event.

“This air show and open house was 
an opportunity for everyone in the San 
Antonio community to witness the jobs 
we do every day,” said Brig. Gen. Bob 

LaBrutta, 502nd Air Base Wing and 
JBSA commander. “Through this event, 
we were able to demonstrate what the 
Air Force does for our nation and to 
give back to the community that sup-
ports us so well.”

Accomplishing the flying mission for 
JBSA-Randolph for more than 80 years, 
the 12th Flying Training Wing show-
cased its Airmen and connected visitors 
with the various flying training missions 
performed daily in the defense of the 
nation. 

“Air shows are a thank you to our 
community and its leaders that sus-
tain our mission and our Airmen every 
day,” said Col. Matthew Isler, 12th 
Flying Training Wing commander. “This 
event says thank you to the families 
who have given their children to serve 
our country and helps us recruit those 
who will serve in the future.”

Volunteers from throughout JBSA 
planned and prepared for months lead-
ing up to the air show and open house 
in order to ensure its success.

2015 JBSA Air Show, Open House showcases 
military missions to local community

Lt. Col. Christopher                  
Hammond, commander/leader 

of the U.S. Air Force Air                                            
Demonstration Squadron, 

administers the oath of enlist-
ment to new Air Force recruits 

at Joint Base San Antonio-
Randolph Saturday. The en-
listment was before the U.S. 

Thunderbirds performance 
at the 2015 JBSA Air Show 

and Open House at JBSA-
Randolph. In attendance 

were friends and family who 
witnessed the enlistment.

Photo by Johnny Saldivar

Photo by Joshua Rodriguez 
The U.S. Air Force Aerial Demonstration Squadron “Thunderbirds” performs 
F-16 Fighting Falcon acrobatic maneuvers Saturday at Joint Base San Antonio-
Randolph. The Thunderbirds team members performed for the 2015 JBSA Air 
Show and Open House held Saturday and Sunday.

Photo by Airman 1st Class Stormy Archer
Visitors take a photo in front of an A-10 Thunderbolt II during the Joint 
Base San Antonio Air Show and Open House Saturday at JBSA-Randolph. 
Air shows allow the Air Force to display the capabilities of military aircraft 
to the American taxpayer through aerial demonstrations and static dis-
plays. The JBSA Air Show allowed attendees to get up close and personal 
to see some of the equipment and aircraft used by the U.S. military today. 

Photo by Joshua Rodriguez 
Members of the U.S. Air Force Aerial Demonstration Squad-
ron “Thunderbirds” perform F-16 Fighting Falcon acrobatic 
maneuvers Saturday at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph 
during the 2015 JBSA Air Show and Open House Saturday 
and Sunday. 
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Photo by Senior Airman Alexandria Slade
(From left) Sgt. 1st Class Thomas Melton and 
Spc. Alex Bahry, U.S. Army Golden Knights 
demonstration team members, check the 
landscape below to coordinate their drop 
zone with the pilot of their aircraft. The 
Golden Knights have a threefold mission: re-
cruit the next generation of Soldiers, support 
public outreach through conducting tandem 
parachute jumps and compete against the 
world’s best skydivers at national and inter-
national parachuting competitions.

Photo by Airman 1st Class Stormy Archer 
Visitors look at static aircraft displays during the Joint Base San Antonio Air Show and Open House Saturday at JBSA-Randolph. In 
addition to static aircraft displays, the air show featured aerial demonstrations  from World War II fighters and bombers and the U.S. 
Air Force Thunderbirds, and gave visitors the chance to meet and interact with today’s Airmen.

Photo by Melissa Peterson 
A member of the U.S. Air Force Wings of Blue prepares to land while carrying 
the American flag during the 2015 Joint Base San Antonio-Air Show and Open 
House at JBSA-Randolph Saturday. The Wings of Blue has both a demonstration 
team and a competition team that travels across the country to air shows, sport-
ing events and other venues to represent the Air Force in precision parachuting. 

Photo courtesy U.S. Army Golden Knights 
Sgt. 1st Class Roman Grijalva and Staff Sgt. Brandan Parra of the U.S. Army Golden Knights para-
chute teams complete a “two-stack” over Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph during the 2015 Joint 
Base San Antonio Air Show and Open House Saturday.

“Tora, Tora, Tora” recreates the                                                                   
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor at 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph 
during the 2015 JBSA Air Show 
and Open House Saturday at 
JBSA-Randolph. “Tora, Tora, Tora” 
is the Commemorative Air Force’s 
recreation of the attack on Pearl 
Harbor that signaled the beginning 
of America’s involvement in World 
War II. Designed as a living history 
lesson, it is intended as a memorial 
to all the Soldiers on both sides who 
gave their lives for their countries.
Photo by Johnny Saldivar

Photo by Senior Airman Alexandria Slade 
Staff Sgt. Jonathon Lopez (right), U.S. Army Golden Knights 
demonstration team tandem jump cameraman, prepares to jump 
with a Sgt. 1st Class Noah Watts and a tandem passenger exiting 
the aircraft during the team’s routine Saturday during the 2015 
Joint Base San Antonio Air Show and Open House at JBSA- 
Randolph. The Golden Knights have a threefold mission: recruit 
the next generation of Soldiers, support public outreach through 
conducting tandem parachute jumps and compete against the 
world’s best skydivers at national and international parachuting 
competitions.
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Mission Thanksgiving 
gives Soldiers a break 
at Thanksgiving

Mission Thanksgiv-
ing at Fort Sam Houston 
started more than 20 
years ago when area 
fami lies and the installa-
tion chaplains joined to 
start a program provid-
ing an opportunity for 
Soldiers to take a break 
from training and enjoy 
Thanksgiving within a 
family environment.

Local Army command-
ers invite people to wel-
come Soldiers into their 
home in recognition of  
Thanksgiving Day.

For many Soldiers, 
Thanksgiving will be 
their first major holiday 
away from home and 
their families. For some 
it can be lonely being 
away. 

The community's 
charity and dedicated 
support demonstrate the 
appreciation San Antonio 
has for their service and 
sacrifice of their families. 

Families will check 
in at Blesse Auditorium, 
located on the first floor 

of Willis Hall at the U.S. 
Army Medical Depart-
ment Center & School, 
Health Readiness Center 
of Excellence between 
7-8 a.m. Nov. 26. 

After opening remarks 
by Maj. Gen. Steve Jones, 
AMEDDC&S HRCoE com-
manding general, from 
8-8:15 a.m., families and 
Soldiers will depart at 
8:15 a.m. 

The Soldiers must re-
turn no later than 9 p.m. 
at the 232nd, 187th and 
264th Medical Battalion 
areas.

For registration and 
maps detailing the Army’s 
2015 Mission Thanksgiv-
ing at Fort Sam Hous-
ton, call 295-6999 or 
221-1271, send an email 
to usarmy.jbsa.medcom-
ameddcs.mbx.mission-
thanksgiving@mail.mil or 
visit http://www.cs.amedd.
army.mil/mission_thanks-
giving.aspx.

(Source: AMEDDC&S, 
HRCoE Public Affairs)

Operation Home Cooking 
marks 40th year

San Antonio area 
families can express their 
warmth and hospitality to 
Airmen and trainees at 
Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland by allowing 
them an opportunity to 
enjoy a holiday meal 
and family atmosphere 
through Operation Home 
Cooking Nov. 26.

Families within the 
San Antonio metropolitan 
area may invite two Air-
men or trainees to spend 
Thanksgiving in their 
home by calling 671-

5453, 5454 or 3701.  
To request an Airman 

or trainee by name, the 
requestor must be an 
immediate family mem-
ber, e.g., mother, father, 
brother, sister or grand-
parent, and live in the 
San Antonio metropolitan 
area. Exceptions will be 
made for Airmen in the 
seventh week of training.  

Requests can be made 
Monday-Friday from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m.   

See HOME, P16
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FRIDAY 
Operation Shower 

Speaker: Command Sgt. Maj. Patrick 
Alston, U.S. Strategic Command senior 
enlisted advisor

Location: Campanas at Cibolo Canyons, 
22710 Colibries, San Antonio 

Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Operation Shower is a non-profit orga-

nization dedicated to showing appreciation 
and love to military families by hosting 
group baby showers for military moms-to-
be whose spouses are deployed or seriously 
injured. Operation Shower also features a 
“B is for Baby” individual gift box program 
for military moms unable to attend a group 
baby shower. Visit http://www.sachamber.
org or http://www.birdiesforthebrave.org/ 
for more information.

SATURDAY 
U.S. Military Veterans Parade &                
Wreath Laying at the Alamo 

Location: Alamo Plaza 
Time: 10 a.m wreath laying and parade 

at noon. 
The U.S. Military Veterans Parade 

Association presents the annual veterans 
parade in downtown San Antonio. During 
the wreath-laying ceremony in front of the 
Alamo, representatives from each military 
service and special guests speak briefly 
then carry wreaths to the entrance of the 
Alamo in recognition of the nation’s and 
Texas veterans. The parade begins at noon. 

Spurs Veterans Day Game Celebrate 
America’s Military night 

San Antonio Spurs vs. Charlotte Hornets 
Location: AT&T Center 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
The San Antonio Spurs host a Veterans 

Day celebration game in honor of active 
duty and retired military service members. 
The game features recognition of military 
members as well as discounted tickets 
for those that are wearing and have worn 
the uniform and their families. The Spurs 
will wear their Military City U.S.A. Pride 
Uniforms for this game. All game tickets 
purchased through the website listed 
include a special military-themed Spurs 
T-shirt. The T-shirts will be available for 
pick up at the game and instructions will 
be emailed to the address on the ticket 
purchaser’s account 48 hours prior to the 
game. Visit http://spursgroups.com/CAM-
November (Offer Code: MILITARY) or https://
oss.ticketmaster.com/html/go.htmI?l=EN
&t=spurs&o=14682103&g=6244 (Offer 
Code: MILITARY)

SUNDAY
Rampage Veterans Day Game                 
Celebrates America’s Military night 

San Antonio Rampage vs. Chicago Wolves 
Location: AT&T Center 
Time: 4 p.m. 
The San Antonio Rampage hosts a veter-

an appreciation game in honor of active duty 
and retired military service members. The 
game features discounted tickets for those 
that are wearing and have worn the uniform 
and their families. Visit http://spursgroups.
com/rampagevets (Offer Code: MILITARY)             
or https://oss.ticketmaster.com/html/go.htmI      
?l=EN&t=rampage&o=14682103&g=6245 
(Offer Code: MILITARY)

TUESDAY 
Navy League Breakfast 

Speaker: Retired Maj. Gen. Angie Salinas, 
U.S. Marine Corps; CEO, Girl Scouts of 
Southwest Texas 

Location: Fort Sam Houston Golf Club, 
1050 Harry Wurzbach Rd. 

Time: 7 a.m. 
Join the Alamo Chapter of the Navy 

League of the United States for a tribute 
to the men and women who serve in the 
nation’s sea services. The Navy League of 
the United States was founded in 1902 
and is comprised of 43,000 civilians in 
more than 245 councils around the world 
working to support sea service members 
and their families. Uniform of the day for 
military members. R.S.V.P. at http://www.
eventbrite.com/e/celebrate-americas-
military-navy-league-sea-service-breakfast-
tickets12093687545?ref%3Destw 

WEDNESDAY 
World War II Veterans Bi-Plane Flights

Location: Stinson Airport
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
This event is led by Ageless Aviation 

Dreams Foundation. For more information, 
send email to tnewton@dreamflights.org. 

Moment of Silence and National Roll 
Call, Texas A&M University-San Antonio 

Location: Patriots’ Casa, One University 
Way, San Antonio

Time: 9 a.m 
Texas A&M University-San Antonio will 

honor service members with a wreath-laying 
ceremony, moment of silence and National 
Roll Call on Veterans Day at the Patriots’ 
Casa. This event is free and open to the 
public. 

Celebrate America’s Military at 
University of Texas at San Antonio Main 
Campus 

Location: The University of Texas at San 
Antonio Main Campus at NW Loop 1604, One 
UTSA Circle.

Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Students, faculty, staff and alumni are 

invited to participate in the National Roll 
Call by reading names of warriors who 
gave their lives for our country. ROTC units 
will conduct a pass in review ceremony in 
the Central Plaza Sombrilla. The pass in 
review is a long standing military tradition 
that began as a way for a newly assigned 
commander to inspect his or her troops. 
This event is free and open to the public. 
Parking is available in Bauerle Road Garage 
for a fee. 

9:30 a.m.: Wreath-laying ceremony, mo-
ment of silence and National Roll Call. 

10:30 a.m.: Spirit of San Antonio March-
ing Band performs 

11 a.m.: U.S. Army ROTC & U.S. Air Force 
ROTC pass in review 

Celebrate America’s Military at                   
University of Texas at San Antonio

Location: Downtown Campus at Bill Miller 
Plaza, 501 Cesar E. Chavez Blvd

A series of events as a tribute to those 
who have answered our nation’s call to 
serve. This event is free and open to the 
public. Free parking is available in Lot D3 
under Interstate 35. 

Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.: Veterans Day 
Resource Fair 

11-11:30 a.m.: Laying of the wreath, 
recognition of veterans and special guests 

11:30 a.m. to noon: Presentation by ad-
missions and veterans certification regarding 
UTSA admissions process and resources 

Noon to 1 p.m.: “Challenges In Transi-
tioning from Active Duty to Higher Educa-
tion” presentation and  panel discussion 
featuring Mary McNaughton-Cassill, Ph.D. 

Bexar County Buffalo Soldiers                           
Commemorative Ceremony 

Speaker: Brig. Gen. John L. Poppe, chief 
of the U.S. Army Veterinary Corps

Location: San Antonio National Cemetery, 
517 Paso Hondo St. 

Time: 1:30 p.m. 
Comprised of former slaves, freedmen 

and Black Civil War veterans, the historic 
Buffalo Soldiers persevered through the most 
difficult conditions imaginable to become 
some of the most elite and most decorated 

units in the U.S. Army. The annual Bexar 
County Buffalo Soldiers Commemorative 
Ceremony at the San Antonio National 
Cemetery honors these past heroes with a 
keynote speaker, the reading of a memo-
rial list, military honors and taps, and a 
benediction. Visit http://www.bcbsatx.com for 
more information

San Antonio Symphony Veteran’s Day 
Concert featuring the U.S. Air Force 
Band of the West and 323rd Army Band 
“Fort Sam’s Own” 

Location: Tobin Center, 100 Auditorium 
Circle 

Time: 7-9 p.m 
This concert is free and open to the pub-

lic. Ticket holders will be let into the Tobin 
Center at 6 p.m., while non-ticket holders 
can enter at 6:45 p.m. Visit the San Antonio 
Symphony at http://www.sasymphony.org or 
the USAF Band of the West at http://www.
bandofthewest.af.mil for more information.

THURSDAY 
Hiring Red White and You! 

Location: Alamodome, 100 Montana St. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The 4th Annual Hiring Red White and You 

Job Fair is sponsored by the Texas Workforce 
Commission and Workforce Solutions Alamo. 
This event is designed to connect employers 
seeking qualified candidates with Texas 
Veterans and their family members seeking 
employment. Visit Workforce Solutions Alamo 
at http://www.workforcesolutionsalamo.org 
for more information.

Association of the U.S. Army Luncheon 
Speaker: Army Maj. Gen. K.K. Chinn, com-

manding general, U.S. Army South 
Location: Fort Sam Houston Golf Club, 

1050 Harry Wurzbach Rd. 
Time: 11:30 a.m. 
The Alamo Chapter of the Association 

of the U.S. Army is the premier voice for 
America’s Soldiers, and are a dedicated 
team committed to building the best profes-
sional and representative association for the 
world’s best Army. For more information, call 
494-2607 or visit http://www.alamochapte-
rausa.org.

NOV. 13
Fort Sam Houston Veterans Day Event 

Speaker: Lt. Gen. Perry L. Wiggins, 
commanding general, U.S. Army North (Fifth 
Army) and senior Army commander of Fort 
Sam Houston and Camp Bullis

Location: MacArthur Parade Field, Fort 
Sam Houston 

Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The U.S. Army on Fort Sam Houston will 
host a “Salute to Veterans” ceremony and 
celebration. The event will welcome and 
honor our veterans and their families for 
their service and sacrifice to our nation. The 
event will include a military review ceremony, 
military static displays, food and more. 

Call 221-0522 for more information

NOV. 14 
UIW Military Appreciation                               
Football Game 

Location: Benson Stadium at the  
University of the Incarnate Word, 4301 
Broadway 

Time: 2 p.m. kickoff 
UIW football plays Lamar University with 

2 p.m. kickoff. UIW Athletics and Extended 
Academic Programs will host a pre-game 
military appreciation tailgate. Free admission 
to the game and tailgate for all active-
duty military, veterans, and Department of 
Defense employees with ID and their families. 
Children 5 and under are free. Parking is free. 
Visit http://www.uiwcardinals.com for more 
information.

USO and Brackenridge Park CAM Day 
for the Troops 

Location: Brackenridge Park, Golf Course, 
Zoo, Witte Museum 

Time: All Day 
Tentative activities include visits to the 

San Antonio Zoo, Witte Museum, Kids Zone, 
train rides, softball tournament, golf, lunch 
and entertainment. Free for all military ID 
holders including active duty, family mem-
bers, Guard, Reserves and retirees. 

NOV. 18 
Segs4Vets Presentation Ceremony 

Location: Alamo
Time: 10 a.m. 
Open to the public. Call 314-737-1344 

for more information. 

NOV. 21 
UTSA vs. Rice Military Appreciation 
Football Game 

Location: Alamodome, 100 Montana St., 
San Antonio at 6 p.m.

Join fellow Roadrunner fans in honoring 
all veterans and active military during the 
Military Appreciation game when UTSA takes 
on the Rice University Owls. Tailgating 
begins at 11 a.m. For tickets, call the UTSA 
Athletics Ticket Office at 210-458-UTSA 
(8872). As a “thank you” to military person-
nel, generous donors have made tickets 
available for active duty and Reserve service 
men, women and their families. Call the 
UTSA Athletics office at 458-8036 for details. 

Celebrate America’s Military events
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BAMC HOSTS NATIONAL DISABILITY
EMPLOYMENT AWARENESS

MONTH EVENT

Photo by Robert Shields 
Col. Evan Renz (far right), Brooke Army Medical Center commander and BAMC Command Sgt. 
Maj. Albert Crews (far left) present tokens of appreciation to recording artist and saxophone player 
Johnny Burke and guest speaker Dr. Mark Fredrickson, director of the Spinal Cord Injury Program 
at Warm Springs Rehabilitation Hospital in San Antonio, for participating in the National Disability 
Employment Awareness Month event Oct. 23 at San Antonio Military Medical Center Medical Mall 
area.

One of the best things about ICE is that 
people can let service providers know when 
they do a great job, not just for poor service. 

It takes 5 minutes or less to submit a 
comment at http://ice.disa.mil.

Did you know? 

HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS 
BATTALION, U.S. ARMY SOUTH

CHANGE OF COMMAND

Courtesy photo
Lt. Col. Paul Hilaski, Headquarters and Headquarters Battalion commander, U.S. Army South, 
passes the unit colors to Capt. Christopher Hunter (left), Operations Company incoming com-
mander, during a change-of-command ceremony Oct. 27 held behind Army South headquarters 
Fort Sam Houston. Hunter takes over from Capt. Kenneth Woodford (right).
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again call on her disaster 
response skills. As the 
deputy surgeon general 
of the Army and chief 
of the U.S. Army Nurse 
Corps, she was working 
in the Pentagon on Sept. 
11, 2001, when a plane 
deliberately crashed into 
the building. Initially, 
Horoho evacuated with 
colleagues. When she got 
outside and saw where 
the plane had impacted 
the building, she instinc-
tively ran toward the 
crash site.

“I knew … there were 
going to be victims, and 
I knew that’s where I 
needed to be,” Horoho 
said in an interview with 
the Army’s Office of 
Medical History about 
two weeks after 9/11. 
She went back inside the 
Pentagon and led efforts 
to help the injured.

“We train and prepare 
so we can be ready in 
a moment’s notice to 
respond,” Horoho said, 
adding, “I believe God 
places you in the right 
position and the right 
time, for all the right 
reasons. You learn skill 
sets and experience to 
make a positive differ-
ence in someone’s life, or 
to set the conditions for 
someone else to be suc-
cessful.”

Horoho has faced 
other challenges in her 
career. She was named 
commander of Wal-
ter Reed Health Care 

System in May 2007, a 
few months after The                           
Washington Post re-
ported serious issues at 
the hospital, including 
dilapidated conditions 
and neglectful treatment 
of patients. Horoho said 
that was “a defining 
moment, not just for the 
Army and Army Medicine 
but for military medicine 
and our nation.”

“It forced a conversa-
tion that we, as a nation, 
needed to have because 
of protracted war,” she 
said. “What policies 
should we have in place 
to care for warriors and 
their families, and what 
are the resources that 
need to be committed? 
We realized for the first 

time since the Vietnam 
War years that care 
doesn’t stop when sol-
diers leave the hospital.”

The scandal led to 
funding, personnel and 
program improvements, 
Horoho noted. “There 
was tremendous good-
ness that came out of a 
very horrible situation.”

Under Horoho’s leader-
ship, Walter Reed went 
from being named the 
worst facility in the DoD 
system to ranking No. 
1 in customer service a 
year later. 

“What that experi-
ence showed me is that 
in the midst of chaos, 
when you can give a very 
clear vision and the right 
leadership support with 

people, resources and a 
common goal, miracles 
can happen,” she said. 
“Improvements can be 
made. There are oppor-
tunities in every adverse 
situation.”

Army Medicine has 
continued to make strides 
during Horoho’s tenure.

“We’ve worked hard 
to position ourselves 
as agile, flexible and 
responsive to whatever 
threat, whatever mission 
is there.” 

She called brain 
health “the new fron-
tier,” and said the Army 
will continue important 
research partnerships 
with the NFL and other 
organizations to study the 
brain “not through the 

lens of a disease process, 
but through the lens of 
improving health and 
cognitive performance.”

Horoho also said the 
Army will continue global 
missions similar to last 
year’s successful deploy-
ment to Africa to contain 
the Ebola virus. 

“We do about 90 
percent of the medical 
research for the Depart-
ment of Defense,” Horoho 
said. The Army collabo-
rated with the Air Force 
and Navy because “we 
believe that this was a 
mission to which the en-
tire military health care 
system should respond.”

Horoho also spear-
headed a reorganization 
of Army Medicine to 
fully integrate all care 
– medical, warrior care 
and transition, dental 
and public health – and 
enhance quality, access 
and safety. Fundamental 
to this reorganization is a 
shift in thinking.

“I told my team that 
we’re not in the busi-
ness of health care. If we 
think we are, then we’ll 
be irrelevant in three to 
five years,” Horoho said. 
“We’re in the business of 
health readiness.”

“The command has 
transformed almost every 
aspect in the midst of the 
Army itself transforming 
and downsizing,” Horoho 
added. “We are a global 
organization that really 
believes in improving 
the health of the nation 
by improving the health 

of the Army. No other 
health system in the 
world can do all that we 
do and also take those 
individuals and deploy, 
and make a difference 
in another country. That, 
to me, is the gift Army 
Medicine brings to our 
nation, and brings to our 
Army.”

Horoho said “it’s an 
exciting time,” and that 
hers is “the best com-
mand in the world.” Still, 
she seemed ready to 
retire. She’s planning to 
take several months off 
to relax – “the first time 
since high school that I 
haven’t had a job” – and 
spend time with family, 
including her two grown 
children. Then she wants 
to work in some capacity 
to be “a driver of change 
in health and health care, 
and in improving health 
outcomes of our nation.”

When Horoho meets 
with young officers, she 
tells them that feeling 
comfortable as a leader 
is a signal to move out 
of their comfort zone 
and do something dif-
ferent, and that “during 
the uncomfortable time 
is when you’re growing 
and actually being more 
effective.” In retirement, 
Horoho plans to take her 
own advice. She said she 
wants a new role that 
will “move me out of my 
comfort zone.”

“I have a lot to con-
tribute,” she said. “I 
want to be part of the                 
solution.”

HOROHO from P6

Reservations are required 
to serve as hosts and 
there will be no same-
day requests made.

In its 40th year, the 
program provides the 
opportunity for families 
to share their traditional 
Thanksgiving celebrations 
with Airmen and those 
currently in Air Force Ba-
sic training. Throughout 

the years, families have 
generously opened their 
homes to trainees and 
service members recog-
nizing that many of them 
are away from home for 
the first time. 

This program is de-
signed for family partici-
pation and not intended 
for groups. This ensures 
everyone wanting to par-
ticipate has an opportu-
nity to do so.  Last year, 

local residents hosted 
3,531 Air Force members 
for Thanksgiving dinner.

Potential hosts who 
do not possess a Depart-
ment of Defense common 
access card will require 
a full background check 
and a visitor’s pass prior 
to being approved as a 
host. 

Hosts can pick up their 
visitor’s pass at the Luke 
Gate Visitor Reception 

Center, which is open 
24 hours a day, through            
Nov. 25. 

Once the total number 
of Airmen and trainees 
eligible for the program 
is reached, phone op-
erators will stop taking 
request. 

Out-of-town relatives 
who have trainees in 
basic training that will 
be graduating during 
Thanksgiving week may 

request them by name 
for Thanksgiving lunch 
and dinner.  

Since trainees are not 
permitted to have person-
al transportation during 
training, hosts must come 
to the Pfingston Reception 
Center. 

If the Airman or 
trainee is identified as a 
by name request, they 
will be picked up from 
their respective squadrons 

Thanksgiving Day be-
tween 7 and 11 a.m.  All 
Airmen and basic trainees 
must be returned to their 
respective squadrons no 
later than 7 p.m. 

For any questions or 
concerns, call the 37th 
Training Wing Public 
Affairs Office at 671-
2128/3136.

(Source: 37th Training 
Wing Public Affairs)

HOME from P12

Photo by Ferdinand H. Thomas II
Lt. Gen. Patricia D. Horoho reflects on her military career weeks before she relinquishes command and retires.
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                                     Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston dining facilities have set their
                                       operating hours for the 2015 Thanksgiving holiday weekend.  

                                       The Thanksgiving meal menu is the same for all locations and the meal
                                    rate for active duty enlisted service members from E1-E4 and their spouses and
                                dependents is $6.80. For officers, enlisted E5 and above, retirees, family members,
                               and civilians is $9.05.

At the Rocco Dining Facility, building 2745, the hours of operation are:
Nov. 25: breakfast, 6:15-8:15 a.m.; lunch, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.; dinner, 5-7 p.m.
Nov. 26: breakfast, 6:15-8:15 a.m.; lunch, noon to 2 p.m.; dinner, 5-6:30 p.m.
Nov. 27: breakfast, 6:15-8:15 a.m.; lunch, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.; dinner, 5-7 p.m.
Authorized patrons at the Rocco Dining Facility include military members, retirees, family members
and JBSA-Fort Sam Houston civilian employees.

At the Slagel Dining Facility, building 1287, the hours of operation are:
Nov. 25: breakfast, 6-8:30 a.m.; lunch, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.; dinner, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Nov. 26: breakfast, 6-8:30 a.m.; lunch, noon to 2:30 p.m.; dinner, 5-6:30 p.m.
Nov. 27: breakfast, 6-8:30 a.m.; lunch, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.; dinner, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Authorized patrons at the Slagel Dining Facility include military members and family members only.

At the JBSA-Camp Bullis Dining Facility, building 5107, the hours of operation are:
Nov. 25: breakfast, 6-7:30 a.m., lunch, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.; dinner, 5-6 p.m.
Nov. 26-27: Closed. Thanksgiving meal served Nov. 25 at JBSA-Camp Bullis
Authorized patrons at the JBSA-Camp Bullis Dining Facility include military, retirees, family members and 
JBSA-Camp Bullis civilian employees.
Since JBSA-Fort Sam Houston will be operating three dining facilities for Thanksgiving,
the Food Service Office developed a schedule which will afford people an opportunity to serve.  
To volunteer, call Kirk Simmons at 221-3106 or James brooks at 221-5632.

THANKSGIVING HOURS FOR JBSA-FORT SAM HOUSTON
DINING FACILITIES, VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Holiday Spending Workshop
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to noon, 

Military & Family Readiness Center, 
building 2797. Learn how to reduce 
stress and overspending by prepar-
ing for the holidays in advance.  
Call 221-2380.

Newcomer’s Orientation
Friday, 8 a.m. to noon, Military 

& Family Readiness Center, build-
ing 2797. Mandatory in-process-
ing briefing for all military and 
civilian personnel newly assigned 
to JBSA. Service members must 
coordinate with their Unit Person-
nel Coordinator or Commander 
Support Element. Spouses are 
welcome to attend; all patrons 
must be seated by 7:50 a.m. Call 
221-2705.

Closed for Training
The Military & Family Readiness 

Center is closed every first and 
third Thursday from 1-4:15 p.m. for 
in-service training. Call 221-2418 
or 221-2705.

Holiday Closures
The JBSA-Fort Sam Houston 

Military & Family Readiness Center 
is closed Wednesday in observance 
of Veterans Day. The center will 
also close Nov. 26 for Thanksgiv-
ing. For more information, call 
221-2418 or 221-2705.

Employment Readiness                      
Orientation

Mondays, 9-10 a.m. Military & 
Family Readiness Center, building 
2797. Learn about employment 
resources and review services of-
fered. Call 221-2380.

Helping Us Grow  
Securely (HUGS) playgroup

Tuesdays, 10 a.m. to noon, 
Middle School Teen Center, building 
2515. An interactive playgroup for 
infants and toddlers; open to par-
ents and their children, ages 5 and 
under. Registration not required. 
Call 221-2418.

Pre-Deployment
Tuesday, 9-11 a.m., Military & 

Family Readiness Center, building 
2797. Service members scheduled 
to deploy, TDY longer than 30 days, 
or on a remote assignment are 
required to attend this briefing. 
Call 221-2418.

Car Seat 101
Monday, 9-11 a.m., Military & 

Family Readiness Center, building 
2797. Review the basics of car seat 
installation and make sure your 
child is seated properly within their 
car seat. This class is required for 
before attending the Safety Seat 
Clinic. Call 221-2418.

Screamfree Marriage
Monday, Tuesday, Nov. 16, 17, 

5-7 p.m., Military & Family  
Readiness Center, building 2797. 
This four-part series must be 
attended in order. Challenges previ-
ous notations about what marriage 

should be and focuses on learning 
to appreciate all that is right now 
and what will be in the future. Call 
221-2418.

Screamfree Parenting
Monday, Nov. 12, 16, and 19, 

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Military & 
Family Readiness Center, building 
2797. This four-part series must be 
attended in order. A principle-based 
approach to parenting focusing on 
the parents, instead of kids, pro-
vides strategies to staying focused 
and calm during those frustration 
moments. Call 221-2418.

Anger Awareness
Monday, Nov. 16, 23, and 30, 

2-4 p.m., Military & Family Readi-
ness Center, building 2797. This 
four-part series must be attended 
in order. Learn to identify triggers, 
signals, expressions of anger, and 
techniques to effectively control 
anger. Call 221-2418.

Step-Families 101
Monday and Nov. 16, 8 a.m. to 

noon, Military & Family Readi-
ness Center, building 2797. This 
two-part series must be attended 
in order.  The step-family can be 
complex when it comes to family 
relationships. Discuss changes in 
the family dynamics, evolving roles, 
and the joys that come from being 
a step-parent. Call 221-2418.

Army FAP Unit Training
Monday, 9-11 a.m. and 1-3 

p.m., Military & Family Readiness 
Center, building 2797. This is 
mandated Unit Family Advocacy 

Training, in accordance with Army 
Regulation 608-18, regarding 
domestic and child abuse identi-
fication, reporting and prevention. 
Other topics covered include 
the Lautenberg amendment, 
restricted/unrestricted reporting 
and transitional compensation 
program. Seating is limited, call 
to register your unit at 221-2418.

Air Force Pre-Separation
Tuesday, 9 a.m. to noon, 

Military & Family Readiness Center, 
building 2797. Airmen planning to 
separate from the military must 
attend a mandatory counseling. 
Begin the process 18-months 
prior to your separation date. Call 
221-2380. 

PowerPoint 2013 Level 1
Tuesday and Thursday, 8 a.m. to 

noon, Military & Family Readi-
ness Center, building 2797. This 
two-part workshop is open to all 
skill levels. Review the basics like 
creating presentations, manipulat-
ing slides, converting presentations 
into video and more. Due to limited 
seating, registration is required. 
Call 221-2380.  

Citizenship, Immigration                
Assistance

Tuesday, 9 a.m. to noon, Military 
& Family Readiness Center, build-
ing 2797. Information is provided 
on American customs and culture. 
A Citizenship and Immigration 
Service officer will be available to 
assist with application ques-
tions. Registration not required.                  
Call 221-2705

THE     GATE

Palo Alto College 
Veterans Day Event

Palo Alto College invites 
community members who have 
served or are serving in the armed 
forces to participate in its annual 
recognition ceremony at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday on the college’s south 
side campus, 1400 W. Villaret Blvd. 
at Loop 410 and Texas Highway 16. 
Veterans interested in participating 
in the ceremony should call 486-
3111 to confirm attendance. The 
deadline to register is Nov. 2. Each 
veteran in attendance will receive 
recognition and a special memento 
of the occasion and a military 
equipment display will be available 
for viewing. A reception will be held 
for all guests immediately following 
the ceremony.

Warrant Officer  
Association Meeting 

The November meeting of 
the Lone Star Silver Chapter of 
the U.S. Army Warrant Officer 
Association will be at 5:30 p.m. 
Nov. 16 at the Longhorn Cafe, 
1003 Rittiman Road, at the corner 
of Rittiman and Harry Wurzbach.  
All active duty, retired, Reserve, 
National Guard warrant officers 
and family members of current 
or retired warrant officers are 
invited. For more information, call 
571-4967.

AccessAbility Fest
Joint Base San Antonio Excep-

tional Family Member Program 
consultants invite patrons to attend 
the 9th annual AccessAbility Fest 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dec. 8, at 
El Mercado, 514 W. Commerce. The 
event is a gateway to resources, op-
portunities and independence. This 
comprehensive community initiative 
spotlights programs and services 
that support all abilities, physical, 
developmental, sensory and mental 
health challenges. This free event is 
open to the public.

Military Salute At  
The Briscoe Museum

The Briscoe Western Art 
Museum, located at 210 W. Market 
St. in San Antonio, offers a military 
salute program that allows year-
round free admission for active duty 
military and up to four members of 
their family. For more information, 
visit http://www.briscoemuseum.org.

Van Autreve Sergeants  
Major Association

The Sgt. Maj. Of the Army Leon 
L. Van Autreve Sergeants Major 
Association meets at 5 p.m. on the 
third Thursday of each month at 
the Longhorn Café, 1003 Rittiman 
Road. All active duty, Reserve, Na-
tional Guard and retired sergeants 
major are invited. Call 539-1178.

Enlisted Association
Chapter 80 of the Enlisted 

Association meets at 1 p.m. on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month at 
the JBSA-Lackland Gateway Club. 
Call 658-2344. 
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