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COMMENTARY ON THE COVER
 

Military sexual assault victims can have their own attorney
 
By Navy Lt. Candice Albright 
Navy Victims’ Legal Counsel 

The month of April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month, 
not just within the United States military, but nationwide. 

A lesser-known fact is we, as a nation, just wrapped 
up the National Crime Victims’ Rights Week from April 
6-12. It promotes awareness of victims’ rights at the na
tional level. Just as state and federal victims of crimes 
have rights, so do victims of crime in the military. 

The rights of military crime victims are derived from 
multiple authorities, and most recently, some of those 
rights were codified in the Uniform Code of Military Jus
tice under the new Article 6b. In addition to the newly 
codified UCMJ rights for crime victims, Congress also 
mandated the military to establish the Special Victims’ 
Counsel for the purpose of providing legal assistance to 
eligible sexual assault victims. 

But, this service is not entirely new. The U.S. Air 
Force first established its SVC program more than a 
year ago, and the other branches of the military quickly 
followed suit. 

Today, every branch of the military has established 
a SVC Program, which is also known as Victims’ Legal 
Counsel in the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps. 

By providing legal advice, representation and – as ap
propriate – advocacy for eligible sexual assault victims, 
the military SVCs compliment the care and support 
already provided to sexual assault victims by the mili
tary services’ Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
programs, or Sexual Harassment and Assault Response 
and Prevention program, as it is known in the Army. 
In some cases, SVCs also assist eligible victims receiv
ing services from the military services’ Family Advocacy 
Programs. 

Under new Section 1044e of Title 10 of the United 
States Code, the relationship between a military SVC 
and an eligible victim is an attorney-client relationship. 

A military SVC can help an eligible sexual assault victim 
understand the military justice process, understand his 
or her rights as a crime victim under the UCMJ and the 
Department of Defense’s Victim and Witness Assistance Pro
gram, advocate for those rights and interests and, when ap

propriate, appear in a military court on behalf of the victim. 
While there are some differences in eligibility across 

the military services, active-duty service members, adult 
dependents and Reservists assaulted while on active 
duty are eligible for SVC or VLC services, regardless of 
whether the eligible victim files a restricted or unre
stricted report of sexual assault. 

To determine eligibility, learn about crime victims’ 
rights or to receive more information about the SVC or 
VLC program, victims of sexual assault are encouraged 
to contact their local SARC or assigned victim advocate 
for a referral to their nearest SVC or VLC office. 

Victims can also call any one of the area SVC and VLC 
offices directly. It is never too early or late in the military 
justice process to seek the assistance of a military SVC. 
Simply speaking with a military SVC does not mean a vic
tim of a sexual assault must file an unrestricted report or 
participate in the military justice process. All communica
tions between a SVC and eligible victims are confidential. 

Members of the Navy and their dependents who are 
victims of a sexual assault can contact the Navy VLC office 
at 808-8978, located in the SAPR and SHARP office on Joint 
Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston. Air Force members 
and their dependents who are victims should call the Air 
Force SVC office at 671-4748 or 671-4740, located on 
JBSA-Lackland. For Army members and their dependents, 
call the Army SVC office at 295-9496 and 221-2282, located 
on JBSA-Fort Sam Houston. 

The Marine Corps VLC Organization has multiple 
offices co-located with existing legal services support 
offices, to include at Camp Pendleton, Camp Lejeune, 
Okinawa, Japan and Quantico, Virginia. Members of the 
Marine Corps and their dependents who are victims of 
a sexual assault can contact their nearest legal services 
support office for referral to the closest VLC. In addi
tion, victims of crimes other than sexual assault may be 
eligible for Marine Corps VLCO services. 

(Editor’s note: Lt. Candice Albright is a member of 
the Navy’s Judge Advocate General’s Corps and works 
with the Joint Base San Antonio Sexual Assault Preven
tion and Response programs and Sexual Harassment 
and Assault Response and Prevention Program Office at 
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston.) 

Joint Base San Antonio Sexual Assault Awareness Month events
 
• “Step Up against Sexual Assault” Run/Walk Events 
During the month of April at various JBSA locations, there will 
be a run or march to show support to survivors of sexual assault 
and spread the message that sexual violence is not tolerated 
in the JBSA community. For times, locations and dates, contact 
808-6316 at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston, 652-4386 at JBSA-Ran
dolph or 671-7273 at JBSA-Lackland. 
• “Drive OUT Sexual Violence” Golf Tournament 
Thursday: 12:30 p.m. tee time, Fort Sam Houston Golf Course. Tickets are 
$50 per person and include a T-shirt and goodie bag. Call Bill Hall at 671
7273 or email 502abw.cvk.ola@us.af.mil. 

• “Choose Respect” Teen Dance
 
April 25: 8-11 p.m., JBSA-Randolph Youth Center, building 584 and 585. 

Teens, ages 13-18, are invited to a dance and lock-in. Requires parent 

permission slips. Slips available at JBSA Youth Centers. Call 652-4386.
 
• Healing Hands Art Project 
Art pieces created by survivors of sexual assault will be displayed at vari
ous locations and SAAM events during April. Call 808-6316. 
• Sexual Assault Awareness Information Tables 
Sexual assault awareness information will be distributed at various JBSA 
locations throughout April. Staff will share information about sexual as
sault realities, victim services and prevention tips. 

Members of "Fiesta in Blue," an ensem
ble from the U.S. Air Force Band of the 
West, practice April 9 at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland for their upcoming 
performances Tuesday and Wednesday 
at the Edgewood Theatre in San Anto
nio. For the complete story, see page 9. 
Photo by Benjamin Faske 
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AETC 
commander 

gives 
face-to-face 

guidance 

Gen. Robin Rand, Air Education and Training Com
mand commander, speaks to squadron commanders 
from locations throughout AETC April 9 at Joint Base 
San Antonio-Randolph. The general hosts squadron 
commander and spouse conferences to meet com
manders and their spouses face-to-face, and commu
nicate his vision and strategic guidance for AETC. 

Photo by Joel Martinez 
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NEWS
 

JBSA privately owned firearms policy ‘provides accountability’
 
By Alex Salinas 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

All people arriving at any Joint Base San Antonio lo
cation with firearms – including airsoft guns, rifles and 
shotguns – must inform the gate guard, even if they have 
a concealed handgun license. 

This comes directly from a policy established by Brig. 
Gen. Bob LaBrutta, 502nd Air Base Wing and JBSA com
mander, last September concerning the handling, pos
session, storage and transportation of privately owned 
firearms and ammunition. 

“This policy enhances the safety of JBSA by ensuring 
everyone is aware of their responsibilities regarding pri
vately owned weapons and that everyone understands 
the need for protecting firearms to prevent unauthorized 
access,” Ed Doss, 502nd Security Forces and Logistics 
Support Group Joint Security Staff section lead, said. 

Individuals who aren’t JBSA residents will be told 
to proceed directly to the security forces armories at 
JBSA-Randolph and JBSA-Lackland or the Base Defense 
Operations Center at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston to store 
their firearms, regardless of their duration of stay. 

Military members residing in barracks, dormitories, 
unaccompanied quarters, transient quarters, privatized 
lodging, guest houses or in vehicles – excluding recre
ational vehicles used as a home positioned in an appro
priate family camp – will also deposit firearms in their 
local armory and register them. 

People living in on-installation military or privatized 
quarters may store firearms in their residences only af
ter their weapons are registered. Air Force Form 1314 
Firearms Registration and DD Form 2760 Qualification 

Photo by Joel Martinez 
Air Force Staff Sgt. Benjamin Dunning, 902nd Security Forces 
Squadron Armory NCO in Charge, takes inventory of privately 
owned weapons April 11 at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. 

to Possess Firearms or Ammunition are the registration 
forms required for residents, who have three business 
days from the date of weapons purchase or move-in to 
submit the paperwork to the armory. 

Other than the armory, the forms can be found at base 
housing offices or locations such as base exchanges, 
“whose cooperation makes registering firearms simple,” 

Bob Vickers, 902nd Security Forces Squadron Plans and 
Programs Branch chief, said. 

Weapons being transported to and from family hous
ing or the armory must not have a projectile in the 
chamber, cylinder or have a loaded projectile container 
such as a clip or magazine inserted, according to the 
policy. 

They are to be placed out of arms’ reach, unloaded, 
with ammunition separate from the firearm. People 
transporting firearms must go straight to their destina
tion without any additional stops. Firearms cannot be 
transported on motorcycles, bicycles or any other two-
or three-wheeled vehicles. 

The only people permitted to carry firearms on JBSA 
locations are civilians, federal police and investigative 
agency members on official business. 

“There’s no excuse not to adhere to the commander’s 
policy,” Vickers said. “It provides accountability for ev
eryone who enters JBSA.” 

For more information or questions concerning the pri
vately owned weapons policy, call the JBSA-Randolph 
Security Forces Armory at 652-4365 during duty hours 
and the Base Defense Operations Center at 652-5700 
during non-duty hours. 

For JBSA-Lackland, call Security Forces Pass and 
Registration at 671-9162 during duty hours and the 
Base Defense Operations Center at 671-2017 during 
non-duty hours. 

For JBSA-Fort Sam Houston and JBSA-Camp Bullis, 
call Security Forces Pass and Registration at 221-0213 
during duty hours and the Base Defense Operations Cen
ter at 221-2222 during non-duty hours. 

First Lt. Amy Torres, Joint Base San Antonio Installation Project Officer 
for the Air Force Assistance Fund, hand delivers the 2014 AFAF dona
tion form April 9 to Brig. Gen. Bob LaBrutta, 502nd Air Base Wing and 
JBSA commander. The annual Air Force Assistance Fund campaign for 
Joint Base San Antonio, which has the theme of “Commitment to Car
ing,” runs through May 2 and supports four charities dedicated to caring 
for Airmen. The four charities are the Air Force Aid Society, Gen. and 
Mrs. Curtis E. LeMay Foundation, the Air Force Village and the Air Force 
Enlisted Village. The Air Force Aid Society takes care of Airmen and their 
families, with emergency assistance, educational loans, spouse tuition 
and base enhancement projects; the Air Force Village and Air Force En
listed Village provide retirees’ widows and widowers with a home and car
ing community among fellow Air Force family members; and the LeMay 
Foundation provides the same group short- or long-term financial grants. 
The combined goal for JBSA this year is $363,000. 

Air Force Assistance Fund 
still open for donations 

Photo by Olivia Mendoza 
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JBSA plans activities to observe Earth Day, Arbor Day
 
By Robert Goetz 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph 
Public Affairs 

A variety of activities highlighting 
Joint Base San Antonio’s commitment 
to protecting and improving the en
vironment are planned next week to 
observe Earth Day and Arbor Day. 

Activities include information 
booths Tuesday at JBSA-Lackland, 
Wednesday at JBSA-Randolph and 
April 25 at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston 
along with an Arbor Day celebra
tion April 28 at Fort Sam Hous
ton Elementary School. Informa
tion booths will be open 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at all three locations. 

“This year, we are wrapping 
Earth Day, which is observed Tue-
say, with Arbor Day on April 25,” 
Archie Cooper, JBSA pollution pre
vention manager, said. 

Cooper, who is coordinating activi
ties with Bryan Hummel, JBSA natu
ral resources specialist, said the of
ficial observance started Feb. 22 with 
the JBSA-Fort Sam Houston Basura 
Bash at Salado Creek Park. Cleanup 

efforts at JBSA-Lackland and JBSA-
Randolph preceded that event. 

“This year’s Basura Bash was the 
fourth year JBSA has participated in 
the citywide creek cleanup and the 
city’s 20th year,” he said. “This year 
was the biggest turnout in the brief 
history of the cleanup at JBSA.” 

Cooper said the Basura Bash at 
Salado Creek Park drew 195 volun
teers from all JBSA locations, the 
third-largest turnout citywide. 

“Volunteers collected 3,820 pounds 
of trash, 920 pounds of metal and 19 
tires for a total of more than 4,700 
pounds,” he said. “The metal and 
tires will be recycled.” 

JBSA’s total for all three clean
up efforts was 6,730 pounds, 
Cooper said. 

“This accounted for more than 
13 percent of the citywide total 
of 25 tons,” he said. 

Next week’s activities will include 
the information booths at the JBSA-
Lackland and JBSA-Randolph ex
changes and at the demonstration 
garden near the JBSA-Fort Sam 
Houston Exchange, Cooper said. 

“Representatives from civil engi
neering will hand out information 
about the various environmental pro
grams such as water conservation, 
air quality and recycling,” he said. 

In addition, representatives are 
scheduled to visit Randolph Elemen
tary School to attend the students’ 
Garden Club meeting. 

The Arbor Day celebration 
at 9 a.m. April 28 at Fort Sam 
Houston Elementary School will 
highlight the school’s new rain 
garden, Hummel said. 

“During periods of rainfall, the 
garden will fill up like a small pond 
and the water will infiltrate the soil,” 
he said. “The water will stop there 
instead of running off.” 

Funds for the rain garden and 
similar projects at the other JBSA 
locations were obtained through 
National Environmental Education 
Foundation grants totaling $26,000, 
Hummel said. 

Other projects included a rain gar
den at Lackland Elementary School 
and 10 raised beds for various plant
ings at Randolph Elementary School. 

Graphic by Maggie Armstrong 
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New commander takes reins at 59th Medical Wing
 
By Staff Sgt. Chelsea Browning 
59th Medical Wing Public Affairs 

Maj. Gen. (Dr.) Bart Iddins took charge of 
the 59th Medical Wing during a change of 
command ceremony April 10 at the Wilford 
Hall Ambulatory Surgical Center. 

Iddins replaces retiring Maj. Gen. (Dr.) 
Byron Hepburn, who led the 59th MDW 
through its integration with Army medical 
services as part of the new San Antonio 
Military Health System. 

Gen. Robin Rand, Air Education and Train
ing Command commander, presided over the 
event, which took place near the medical facil
ity's main entrance. 

"It's always a pleasure to be among these 
6,000 professionals who are such a tre
mendous asset to our Air Force and to our 
nation," Rand said. "Few Airmen have served 
with more distinction than those from the 
59th Medical Wing." 

As commander, Iddins is responsible for the 
Air Force's largest medical wing, composed of 
seven groups with a staff of more than 6,000 
military, civilian and contract employees. Id-
dins will also serve as deputy market manager 
of the San Antonio Military Health System, an 

integrated U.S. Air Force and Army medical 
team dedicated to serving the nearly 240,000 
beneficiaries at nine medical treatment facili
ties in the San Antonio metropolitan area. 

"To the 240,000 beneficiaries served by 
this military health system – your mission is 
our mission, your hardship is our hardship," 
Iddins said. "We will always be there for you. 
Not simply to meet your expectations, but to 
exceed them." 

Iddins is no stranger to Joint Base 
San Antonio-Lackland; he was assigned 
to what was then Wilford Hall Medical 
Center for a transitional internship from 
June 1991 to July 1992. He returned in 
July 1997 as a dermatology resident, then 
again in September 2006 as the 59 MDW's 
vice commander. 

A chief flight surgeon with more than 1,250 
flight hours, Iddins comes to San Antonio 
following an assignment as the Command Sur
geon, Headquarters Air Mobility Command, 
Scott Air Force Base, Ill. As AMC's senior 
medical officer, he was responsible for estab
lishing, coordinating and sustaining a health 
care system for 429,000 beneficiaries; and for 
organizing, training and equipping AMC medi
cal forces for contingency operations. 

Photo by Staff Sgt. Kevin Iinuma 
Gen. Robin Rand (left), Air Education and Training Command commander, 
presents the unit guidon to Maj. Gen. Bart Iddins (center) during the 59th 
Medical Wing’s change of command ceremony April 10 at Wilford Hall Am
bulatory Surgical Center at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland. Iddins replaces 
retiring Maj. Gen. (Dr.) Byron Hepburn (right). 
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Rambler Fitness Center offers 

workout DVDs for in-house use
 
By Alex Salinas 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

In keeping up with alternative work
out trends of today, the Rambler Fitness 
Center houses an assortment of exercise 
DVDs ready for checkout to Department 
of Defense cardholders. 

The DVDs can be played in the fit
ness center’s TV rooms and are in
tended as supplements to people’s 
regular exercise regimens. 

“They provide our clients with a va
riety of circuit-type exercises targeting 
muscle groups to include core, arms, 
back, chest, shoulders and legs,” Mar
lin Richardson, Rambler Fitness Center 
fitness and sports manager, said. “Re
search shows that circuit training is one 
of the best ways to get into shape.” 

The DVDs are an expansion of a pro
gram called Fit For Duty, which the Air 
Force Personnel Center and The Pen
tagon Channel partnered to create last 
summer. The program consists of 20 
online workout videos that concentrate 
on the aforementioned body parts. 

The Fitness on Request virtual kiosk 
the Rambler Fitness Center received in 
2013 – as well as other fitness centers 
Air Force-wide – is also an extension of 
the program. 

“In addition to being free of charge, the 
DVDs are a great tool people can use to 
add to their workout routines and provide 
fitness guidance,” Rey Salinas, Rambler 

“In addition to being free of 
charge, the DVDs are a great 
tool people can use to add to 
their workout routines and 
provide fitness guidance.” 

Rey Salinas 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph 

Rambler Fitness Center programs manager 

Fitness Center programs manager, said. 
The DVD sets are available on a first-

come, first-served basis. 
Individuals can also visit another 

online resource called the Operation 
Fitness Program, which was devel
oped by the Air Force to provide guid
ance to people of all fitness levels. The 
program is broken down into three 
levels and allows people to select from 
a library of routines and eventually 
build their own. 

To access Fit For Duty, visit www. 
pentagonchannel.mil/Shows/Fitfor-
Duty. For the Operation Fitness Pro
gram, visit www.usafservices.com/ 
portals/0/uploads/operationalfitness/ 
OFPMay13%20Final.pdf. 

For more information, 
contact the Rambler Fit
ness Center, building 999, 
at 652-2955. 

One of the best things about 
ICE is that people can let ser
vice providers know when they 
do a great job, not just for poor 
service. It takes 5 minutes or 
less to submit a comment at 
http://ice.disa.mil. 

Joint Base San Antonio Sexual Assault Prevention, Response 
To report a sexual assault, call the 24/7 Joint Base San Antonio Sexual Assault
 

Prevention and Response Hotline at 808-7272 or
 
the Department of Defense Safe Helpline at 877-995-5247.
 

http:www.usafservices.com
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PUBLIC HEALTH ALERT
 

JBSA Public Health Flight provides preemptive 
measures to fight mosquito-borne disease 
By Tech. Sgt. Carrie Powell 
NCOIC, Community Health 
and Master Sgt. Michael Warren 
NCOIC, Public Health Flight 
and Maj. William Lujan 
Public Health Flight commander 

Every year during the peak mosquito season of April 
through October, Public Health receives routine com
plaints about mosquitoes disturbing housing residents 
across Joint Base San Antonio. 

Although we had no significant issues with West Nile 
Virus during last year’s mosquito season, WNV was a 
major issue in Texas during July and August 2012 and 
affected many areas throughout JBSA. Remaining vigi
lant and proactive in reducing mosquito populations 

should be on the front of everyone’s mind to help ensure 
WNV is not an issue once more. 

Mosquitoes only fly a short distance from their 
breeding sites to feed, so identifying these sites and 
eliminating them is vital to controlling mosquito 
populations in your area. A small amount of water 
(even a thimble full) containing any organic matter 
is all that’s required for the female mosquitoes to 
lay eggs and reproduce. 

Chemical methods for mosquito control, such as fog
ging, are only considered when mosquito populations 
are unmanageable through the “environment friendly” 
methods stated above and when an actual threat of dis
ease transmission exists. Public Health is working to 
detect any large number mosquito populations, as well 
as any mosquito-borne diseases present in mosquitoes 

trapped throughout JBSA. Base residents should realize 
that fogging is not very effective (only 16 percent per 
Armed Forces Pest Management Board) and provides 
only a short-term solution, which is also quite costly in 
manpower and chemical expenses. 

Once again, to control mosquitoes, we need your 
help. Inspect outdoor yard areas and eliminate poten
tial breeding sites. Do not allow water to stagnate in 
old tires, flowerpots, trash containers, swimming pools, 
birdbaths, pet bowls, etc. 

This is the safest and most effective means of mos
quito control. If you have any questions or desire 
more information, contact the Pest Management ex
perts at 652-4299, the JBSA-Randolph Public Health 
office at 652-1876 or JBSA-Lackland Public Health 
office at 671-9621. 

Mosquitoes only fly a 
short distance from their Eradicate mosquitos breeding sites to feed, so 
identifying these sites and 

What can you do to help reduce monly found in Africa, West Asia and 
mosquito populations in your area? the Middle East. It is closely related to St. eliminating them is vital 
• Remove all potential mosquito Louis encephalitis virus found in the Unit- to controlling mosquito 

breeding sources ed States. WNV is spread by mosquitoes populations in your area. • Change out stagnant water in pet that, according to the Centers for Disease 
bowls and birdbaths at least every three Control and Prevention, are more preva
to four days lent during the summer and into the fall. 
• Remove or dump residue water from WNV has been found throughout Texas 

items in your yards or drill drain holes and much of the continental United States 
in anything you have in your yard that each year since 2002. 
may hold water, i.e., childrens' backyard How do people get infected with 
play toys WNV? 
• Dump residue water from flowerpot People get WNV from the bite of in-

overflow dishes every three to four days fected mosquitoes. Most mosquito bites 
• Check trees for holes that could occur during the dusk and dawn hours. 

hold water. Fill holes with tree sealant A mosquito is infected by biting a bird 
or sand that carries the virus. WNV is not spread 
• Clean roof gutters routinely and en- by person-to-person contact, or directly 

sure they are hung properly to drain roof from birds to humans. weakness, coma and in rare instances, of being bitten/potentially infected 
water well away for your home to avoid What are the symptoms of WNV? death. About one percent may develop with WNV? 
pooling, which stops breeding sites Symptoms generally occur three to more severe symptoms of meningitis, • Stay indoors when mosquitoes are 
• When watering lawns or gardens, 15 days following the bite from an in- encephalitis or paralysis. most active. This is normally at dusk and 

don’t use excessive amounts of water that fected mosquito. Nearly 80 percent of Can animals be infected with at dawn. 
can result in areas of pooling patients bitten by WNV-infected mos- WNV? • Wear long-sleeved shirts and long 
• Adjust conservatively your water con- quitoes will have no symptoms. Twenty Yes. However, the only domestic ani- pants whenever you are outdoors. 

trol valves and timers to eliminate water percent of patients may develop flu-like mals that appear to be harmfully affected • Use insect repellent products with 
puddles and lush growth of vegetation symptoms, ranging from a slight fever, by WNV are equines, such as horses. no more than 35 percent DEET for adults 

What is West Nile Virus (WNV) in- headache, rash and swollen glands to Wild birds can also develop severe symp- and less than 10 percent for children. 
fection? the rapid onset of severe headache, high toms and die. • If you leave your house windows 
"West Nile Virus” is a flavivirus com- fever, stiff neck, disorientation, muscle How can you reduce your chances open, make sure they have screens. 
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Getting ready for 

Photos by Benjamin Faske Members of "Fiesta in Blue," an ensemble from the U.S. 
Tech Sgt. Amy Moran, United States Air Force Band of the West trumpetist, practices April 9 for the upcoming Air Force Band of the West, take a rehearsal break April 9 
Fiesta in Blue concert at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland. at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland. 

Fiesta in Blue: artistically bolstering community relations
 
By Airman 1st Class Kenna Jackson 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

It’s April again in Military City, USA and 
excitement is in the air for the annual Fiesta 
San Antonio. However, the locals aren’t the only ones 
prepping for this celebration. Fiesta in Blue, an ensem
ble from the U.S. Air Force Band of the West, is also 
practicing for its 7 p.m. performances April 22 and 23 
at the Edgewood Theatre, San Antonio. 

“In addition to our normal rehearsal schedule, we 
devote many hours practicing musical styles to appeal 
to a wide audience, which ensures our performances 
will be excellent,” Staff Sgt. Blair Raker, music director 
and trombonist, said. 

Fiesta in Blue has contributed to the vibrancy of 
Fiesta San Antonio for more than 20 years, inspiring 
participants to don colorful clothing, enjoy a variety of 
foods and listen to various forms of entertainment. 

“We represent the military community in the San 
Antonio area,” Raker said. “Along with providing 
entertainment, our mission is to help the city cel
ebrate its great musical and cultural diversity and 
bolster community relations.” 

With 19 artists, ranging from airmen first class 
to master sergeants, Fiesta in Blue is an accumula
tion of inspirations, musical passions and propel
ling ambitions to achieve one goal - to be amazing 
on- and off-stage. 

“Our performances help shape the community’s 
image of the Air Force, making ‘excellence in all 
we do’ our biggest focus,” Master Sgt. Eric Frank, 
NCO in charge of the Band of the West’s Dimensions 
in Blue ensemble, said. 

Upholding the Air Force’s image is just one 
of the challenges the artists must face while on 
stage, he said. Another challenge is acting as their 
own “roadies,” which means they deal with the 
technical aspect of assembling the stage, from au
dio and lighting to unloading and reloading heavy 
equipment. 

“It’s hard to always be on your best and make 
smooth theme changes, but, luckily, we have some 
of the best and highly experienced musicians,” 
Frank said. 

Raker also said challenges are made easier because 
of the good relationships performer have with one an
other and their will to work hard to improve. 

“We are much like an extended family and get along 
wonderfully,” Raker said. 

Some of the songs people will hear at the Fiesta 
concerts include: “Funky Cha-Cha,” “Latin Dance,” 
“Bluesette,” “La Negra,” “Peanut Vendor,” “Rhythm of 
Our World,” “Perfidia,” “Libertango,” “Love for Sale,” 
“Sandunga,” “One Mint Julep,” “El Rancho Grande,” 
“Guadalajara,” “America the Beautiful” and, Frank’s 
personal favorite, “Have You Met Miss Jones.” 

“I’m most excited about performing ‘Have You 
Met Miss Jones’, because it was arranged specifi
cally for our group by our musical director, Staff 
Sgt. Ryan Leatherman,” Frank said. 

According to Racker, the song is normally a 
swing jazz standard, but after some changes the 
song has higher energy and intensity than the 
original version, which is perfect for celebrating 
San Antonio diversity. 

“Music is a conversation that specializes in shift
ing moods and bringing people closer together,” 
Frank said. “It’s hard and stressful, and at times 
we spend more time with each other than with own 
families, but we have great personalities, talent, 
professionalism and we all love our job.” 
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Scholarship opportunity 
April 30 is the deadline to apply for the $2,500 Air Force Associa
tion Mike & Gail Donley Spouse Scholarship. The scholarship is 
available to spouses of active-duty Air Force, Air National Guard, 
Air Force Reserve or Department of the Air Force civilian employees. 
For more information, visit http://www.afa.org/SpouseScholarship. 

Finance customer service office closure dates 
The Joint Base San Antonio 502nd Comptroller Squadron Financial 
Services Office Customer Service desk will be closed for official 
functions on the following dates: today from 8 a.m. to noon; and 
April 25 at 1 p.m. For more information, call 652-1851. 

Cars can catch fire for many reasons. Mechanical or electrical is
sues are the most common causes and a car can also catch fire 
as the result of a bad crash. If you see smoke or flames or smell 
burning rubber or plastic, respond immediately. 
What to do if your car is on fire: 
• Once you have stopped, Turn off the engine. 
• Get everyone out of the car. 
• Move everyone at least 100 feet from the burning car and well 
away from traffic. 
• Call 911 
How to prevent a car fire: 
• Have your car serviced regularly by a professionally trained 
mechanic. If you spot leaks, your car is not running properly; get 
it checked. A well-maintained car is less likely to have a fire. 
• If you must transport gasoline, transport only a small amount 
in a certified gas can that is sealed. Keep a window open for 
ventilation. 
• Gas cans and propane cylinders should never be transported in 
the passenger compartment. 
• Never park a car where flammables, such as grass, are touch-
ing the catalytic converter. 
• Drive safely to avoid an accident. 
Know the danger signs: 
• Cracked or loose wiring or electrical problems, including a fuse 
that blows more than once 
• Oil or fluid leaks 
• Oil cap not on securely 
• Rapid changes in fuel or fluid level or engine temperature 
Most car fluids are flammable. Heat and electrical sparks plus 
leaking fluid are all it takes to start a car fire. 
FACT 
Most crashes do not result in fire. In the event of any crash, call 
911. If there is no sign of fire, wait for emergency assistance to 
help any injured individuals out of the car 
Reference NFPA Safety Tip Sheet www.nfpa.org/education 

Cars can catch fi re for many reasons. Mechanical or electrical is-

Car Fire Safety 
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Shirts' corner Air Force dress, appearance 
By Master Sgt. Jason Fitts 
59th Dental Group First Sergeant 

Last week, I was shopping and 
the gentleman who helped me had 
unkempt hair, wrinkled clothing and 
large “gauge” holes in his ears. 

I automatically drew conclusions 
about him and the company he 
worked for prior to receiving service. 

Was management aware of their 
employee’s appearance? Did they 
care? Surely they knew how this 
reflected on the business and the pre
conceived notions customers have. 

When patrons see employees 
who fail to take pride in their own 
appearance, why would they as
sume that they take pride in the 
products being served? 

The same can be said of our Air
men and the pride they take in wear
ing their uniform. 

According to AFI 36-2903 there are 
five elements to dress and appearance 
standards, the fifth being the most 
overlooked yet visible to the public, 

and that is military image. 
I’m sure most of us look back on 

that first day we donned our service 
uniform in basic training and remem
ber the pride we felt. What happened 
to that pride? Why has wearing our 
blues become such a burden? One 
could argue wearing any uniform has 
become an afterthought to many. 

We only get one chance to make a 
first impression. When we fail to do 
the simple things, like wearing our 
uniform correctly, what does that say 
to others about the effort put towards 
our primary duties? Are you overlook
ing patient safety, nuclear surety, air
craft reliability and force protection? 

Remember, you represent not 
only the United States Air Force 
but also all the armed forces. 
Those you swore to protect see 
you, think highly of what you do 
and are grateful for your service. 

So return the favor and remem
ber why you wear the uniform and 
do so with pride and professional
ism every day. 

Photo illustration by Airman 1st Class R. Alex Durbin 
Some Airmen become complacent and let high Air Force standards slip into mediocrity once 
out of a training environment. It is the responsibility of all Airmen to not only wear all uniforms 
correctly, but to help educate their wingmen and correct dress and appearance mistakes when 
necessary. 
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Born Dead: Medical miracle leads Airman back to military medicine
 
By Staff Sgt. Christopher Carwile 
59th Medical Wing Public Affairs 

What would you do to repay someone for saving your 
life? How far would you go? 

Col. Katherine Rearden, 59th Medical Wing Clini
cal Research Division chief, answers that question 
every day of her life. 

"If I was going to be born dead anywhere, I thank 
God it was here in San Antonio at Lackland Air Force 
Base," she said. 

This is not a simple statement to make, or to under
stand, at first. To truly appreciate her story, you have to 
start at the beginning with her parents. 

Rearden's father, Anthony Palmere, joined the 
Army Air Corps in 1952 at the age of 19. He was 
a pharmacy technician at Kelly AFB, now known as 
Port San Antonio, adjacent to Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland. Her mother, Beatrice Groves, joined the Air 
Force through the Women in the Air Force program, 
and was assigned as a personnelist at Kelly. 

Rearden recounts her father's version of how he met 
her mother while playing basketball. "The story goes 
that it was my father's best game he ever played," says 
Rearden, "because every time he hit a basket, this tall 
redhead stood in the back and he could see her legs." 

After only a few months of dating, Palmere and Groves 
were married at the Kelly AFB chapel. Shortly after, 
Rearden's mother was surprised to discover she was 
pregnant. Not having planned on a child so soon, she 
successfully hid her pregnancy for five months. 

The pregnancy was finally discovered during a random 
urine screening, and she was discharged that week. At 
the time, pregnant women were involuntary discharged 
from military service. 

A few months later, Katherine Palmere (Rearden) was 
born on Lackland at the 3700th USAF Hospital, a pre
cursor to Wilford Hall Medical Center and what is today 
known as the Wilford Hall Ambulatory Surgical Center. 

Born with no respiration or heart rate, Rearden 
needed to be revived. 

The medical team resuscitated her in minutes. While 
medics were pleased to tell Beatrice her daughter had 
survived, they were concerned Rearden would have brain 
damage because of how long she was deprived of oxy
gen. Doctors also discovered Rearden was born with hip 
dysplasia, and they warned she would be unable to walk 
correctly if not properly treated. 

There were very few treatment options available 
at that time, but the Air Force Medical Service found 
a rehabilitation physician to help. The doctor was 
able to construct a saddle block brace, which was a 
relatively new experimental treatment. 

Rearden wore the brace off and on for two years. The 
brace forced her femurs into place and allowed her body 
to finish developing the hip sockets. It may have taken 
longer for her to walk, but she finished her first timed Air 
Force mile-and-a-half in 11 minutes, 20 seconds. 

Worried she would lag behind other children cogni
tively, Rearden's parents actively engaged her with early 
learning activities. Eventually, they realized developmen-

Photo by Staff Sgt. Christopher Carwile 
Col. Katherine Rearden, 59th Medical Wing Clinical Research Division chief, proudly displays her family’s Air Force 
heritage in her office March 28 on Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland. Rearden’s parents and grandfather greatly in
spired her with their values and dedication, leading her to follow in their footsteps and serve her country. 

tal delays were not an issue for the child. 
The example her parents set, along with the gift of life 

from the AFMS, led Rearden to work for the U.S. Depart
ment of Veterans Affairs. With a master's degree in so
cial work and degrees in psychology and life science, she 
worked tirelessly for veterans and their dependents. 

While working for the VA, she developed a strong ap
preciation for the military population. Her goal was to 
care for veterans. "That was how I wanted to pay back 
my country for what they had done for me," she said. 

At about the same time, she'd fallen in love with 
a coworker who happened to be a veteran himself, 
retired Master Sgt. Tom Rearden. His devotion and 
values mirrored that of her parents, who she viewed 
as true heroes. 

When an Air Force recruiter came to the VA, she capi
talized on the opportunity to serve in the same way the 
heroes in her life had done. 

Upon entering the service, she discovered her parents 
and husband were not the only heroes - the Air Force was 
purposefully developing heroes through its core values 
and a strong heritage. 

"That's what we do in the Air Force. We produce Air
men. We produce leaders - men and women like my 
parents and my husband," Rearden said. 

She explained that while she has a special place 
in her heart for the Air Force, service members 
of all the branches are among the most honorable 

people she's ever met. 
"I remember my family taking trips to Dover (AFB, 

Del.) when I was young," Rearden said. "We would watch 
the planes come in, and I would stand next to my par
ents as we all rendered our salutes. We watched precious 
cargo come off those planes, draped with the American 
flag." 

After 20 years of service, Rearden was presented 
with the opportunity she'd been waiting for. With 
the selection for colonel pending, she had a choice 
– be stationed either in Washington, D.C., or in San 
Antonio, Texas. She chose San Antonio as a way to 
be closer to her children, and return to where her 
parents met and her life began. 

In the 1990s, at her first duty station, Sheppard AFB, 
Texas, she was competitively selected to attend the Air 
Force Institute of Technology, six years ahead of her 
peers. Today, Rearden is a behavioral scientist, having 
earned a doctorate in social welfare. 

Recounting a family joke, "Imagine who she would 
have been if she had (been born alive)," Rearden quipped, 
"If I was going to be born dead, I'm glad it was in San 
Antonio and at Lackland. Seriously, the medical services 
here are phenomenal." 

With her life coming full circle, Rearden reflects, "I've 
lived a rich and fulfilling life thanks to the medical profes
sionals who saved my life. Now, I help build the medics 
who will save lives for generations to come." 
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JBSA conducts environmental compliance check
 
By Brian Smith 
502nd Air Base Wing 

Approximately 25 environmental, 
safety and medical personnel will put 
on their inspector hats to evaluate Joint 
Base San Antonio's Environmental Man
agement System, stewardship and com
pliance processes Monday through April 
25. This week aligns with Earth Week 
across the Air Force. 

These inspectors will evaluate JB-
SA's multiple locations and facilities 

to ensure environmental compliance 
and adherence to its Environmental 
Management System, a system that 
incorporates mission needs and envi
ronmental regulations These types 
of inspections provide JBSA an op
portunity to learn where shortcom
ings are and repair them. 

The inspection team will be assisted 
by a number of JBSA's unit environ
mental coordinators. The UECs are as
signed by their commanders and have 
the additional responsibility of ensur

ing their own unit stays compliant with 
the 14 environmental programs cov
ered by Air Force Instructions; which 
include air emissions, hazardous ma
terials, water quality, solid waste, nat
ural resources and pesticides, among 
others. Units across JBSA, especially 
those with operations having environ
mental impact, will benefit directly in 
this assessment, 

By conducting an internal Environ
mental Management System self-in
spection, JBSA wins in two ways: JBSA 

postures itself to be less susceptible 
to notices of violation from state envi
ronmental regulators and the Environ
mental Protection Agency, and this self-
inspection will help the JBSA prepare 
for its August 2014 unit effectiveness 
inspection. A violation can carry a fine 
as high as 25,000 per day, per violation 
and employees found guilty of criminal 
acts may face other punishments. 

For more information on this in
spection, please contact Brian Smith 
at 671-5320. 

The Department of Defense recently updated its immunization 
guidelines, requiring all service members to receive the Hepatitis B 
virus immunizations. Hepatitis B is a potentially fatal liver disease 
spread by contaminated blood or body fluids. 

Since 2002, the Air Force has administered the vaccination to 
new recruits. Most deploying Airmen and health care workers have 
also received the vaccination. However, about 10 percent of the 
active-duty force has not yet been vaccinated. 

The Hepatitis B vaccine is given in 3 doses: 1) Dose 1 is 
given. 2) Dose 2 must be given at least 30 days after dose 1. 

3) Dose 3 must be given at least 60 days after dose 2 and at 
least 120 days after dose 1. 

The Aeromedical Services Information Management System 
has been updated to comply with this requirement. The require
ment for a hepatitis B vaccination began appearing on service 
members' individual medical readiness lists on March 28. 
Members have 365 days to complete the three-shot series before 
they are flagged for non-compliance. 

Commanders should ensure their unit health monitors notify 
members of this requirement. Immediate action is recommended 

because it takes at least four months to complete the series. 
Hepatitis B immunizations are available at the Wilford 

Hall Ambulatory Surgical Center Immunizations Clinic on the 
fi rst fl oor. The clinic is open Mondays through Wednesdays, 
and Fridays from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., and on Thursdays from 
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.. The clinic is closed weekends, federal 
holidays, and on family down days. Service members can 
check their IMR status online by visiting the Air Force Surgeon 
Generals web site at https://imr.afms.mil/imr/MyIMR.aspx. 

(Courtesy of 59th Medical Wing Public Affairs) 

Service members required to get Hep B immunization 

JBSA-Randolph Chapel Easter Schedule JBSA-Randolph Chapel Easter Schedule
Chapel Services 

Protestant Good Friday Service 

Today, 3 p.m., Chapel One 

Catholic Good Friday Mass 

Today, 5:30 p.m., Chapel One 

Catholic Easter Vigil 

Saturday, 8:30 p.m., Chapel One (no confessions) 

Easter Sunday 

Catholic: 8:30 a.m. Mass, building 975; 

11:30 a.m. Mass, Chapel One 

Protestant: 8:15 a.m. service, Chapel One; 

11 a.m. service, building 975 




