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Navy Medicine Education and
Training Command leaders change
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Lo Sl ‘' s S Rear Adm. Rebecca

McCormick-Boyle
(left), the incoming
commander of the
Navy Medicine Educa-
tion and Training Com-
mand, shakes hands
with outgoing NMETC
commander Navy
Capt. Gail Hathaway
during a combined
change of com-

mand and retirement
ceremony June 27

at the Army Medical
Department Museum
amphitheater at Joint
Base San Antonio-Fort
Sam Houston.

Photo by Mike O'Rear

i

FORT SAM HOUSTON CAISSON SECTION PAGES 10-11 By Larry Coffey lowed by, “U.S. Army North, arriv- of command’s presiding officer,

NMETC Public Affairs ing,” announced Lt. Gen. Perry L.  Rear Adm. C. Forrest Faison, the
Wiggins, commander of U.S. Army U.S. Navy deputy surgeon general.
Rear Adm. Rebecca McCormick-  North and senior Army command- Hathaway followed Faison’s com-
Boyle relieved Capt. Gail Hathaway er of JBSA-Fort Sam Houston and ments with her personal remarks
as commander of the Navy Medi- JBSA-Camp Bullis. Air Force Brig. and reading of her orders.

cine Education and Training Com- Gen. Robert D. LaBrutta, 502nd “I am extremely proud of this
mand during a combined change Air Base Wing and JBSA com- command - the people who do
of command and retirement mander, was announced with six  the heavy lifting every day — and
ceremony June 27 at the Army bells, followed by “Joint Base San  the entire Navy Medicine Educa-
Medical Department Museum Antonio, arriving.” tion and Training enterprise,”
amphitheater at Joint Base San Wiggins and LaBrutta were two  Hathaway said. “They have
Antonio-Fort Sam Houston. of more than 175 leaders from continued to just get the job done
The Navy ship’s bell rang out as  the military and local communi- despite the roadblocks. It was said

local commanders and command-  ties gathered for a time-honored once, ‘to be successful, you have
ing officers from across all five military tradition with a nautical to get up one more time than

L military services were announced  theme. you fall.” No matter the setbacks,

'y upon their arrival. After welcoming the guests,
SUMMERTIME PET SAFETY PAGE 14 Eight strikes of the bell, fol- Hathaway introduced the change See NMETC, P8
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ACTIVE SHOOTER EXERCISE NOTIFICATION |

The 502nd Air Base Wing will conduct an Active Shooter Exercise
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday and from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednes-
day in and around Joint Base San Antonio.

The purpose of this exercise is to conduct realistic law enforce-
ment training in response to a simulated active shooter incident,
improving staff coordination, validating post incident management
planning and emergency
response management
operations.

During the exercise,

o EMERGENCY DIAL 911 o 3

Security Forces
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston/Camp Bullis

221-2222
JBSA-Lackland
671-2018

there will be additional police, security and fire personnel activity.
People should not be alarmed by the sound of sirens and a possible
exercise-related temporary lockdown of access control points around
the area.

The 502nd ABW will perform Giant Voice speaker mass notification
announcements as part of the exercise. There is no cause for alarm
and no actions need to be taken by anyone not directly involved with
the exercise. The messages will
be preceded by the announcement
“Exercise, Exercise, Exercise.”

JBSA-Randolph

A Joint Base San Antonio Active Shooter Response tri-fold can be accessed at
http://www.jbsa.af.mil/shared/media/documents/AFD-140611-033.pdf.

652-5700

Ut i gou/v fowority Ammdim WO

Pfc. Colin Reynen
Company D, 264th Medical Battalion
"Barbecued smoked brisket.
It is so delicious. I love it with
that nice crisp char outside
and juicy inside."

Spc. Marcus Thompson
Company D. 264th Medical Battalion
"Carne asada from
California. My wife is
Hispanic, so I get it home
made."

Anthony Pena

Maj. Joseph Catamisan
Directorate of Combat and Doctrine Directorate of Combat and Doctrine
Development, AMEDDC&S Development, AMEDDC&S

"Barbecued ribs. It's
something I like to make
when I'm with my family

and having fun."

"Cheeseburgers. It's what I
barbecue every Sunday during
the summer. You have to bar-

becue them to get it right."

Joint Base San Antonio
http://www.facebook.com/JointBaseSanAntonio
Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston
hitp//www.facehbook.com/JBSAFortSamHouston

Joint Base San Antonio =
http//www.twitter.com/JBSA_Official

Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston El
http//www.twitter.com/JBSAFSH

http://www.jbsa.af.mil
http-//www.samhouston.army.mil/pao
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106th Signal Brigade Change
Of Command, Responsibility

The 106th Signal Brigade
change of command and change
of responsibility ceremony is from
8-9 a.m. July 24 at the north side
of the Quadrangle at Joint Base
San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston. Col.
Patrick Ginn will take over for Col.
Jay Chapman as commander. Ginn
most recently served in Southwest
Asia as the G3 operations officer
for the 335th Signal Command
(Theater) (Provisional), supporting
the U.S. Army Central Command.
Command Sgt. Maj. Mathew Acome
will take over for Command Sgt.
Maj. Jennifer L. Taylor as command
sergeant major.

Army OCS Board

The 502nd Force Support Squad-
ron’s Military Personnel Branch will
conduct an Army Officer Candidate
School Structure Interview Panel
Board at 8 a.m. Oct. 22 at building
2263, 2263 Stanley Road, room
117B. All Soldiers must have a
bachelor’s degree. There is a new
age requirement in that Soldiers
cannot be over the age of 33. For
a complete listing and checklist of
the OCS requirements and forms,
visit https://www.hrcapps.army.mil/
site/protect/branches/officer/Opera-
tions/Accessions/0CS/index.htm. All
0CS applicants must see their S1/
G1 prior to submitting their 0CS
packets. All packets must be turned
in to By Oct. 16. For more informa-
tion, call 221-0885.

WHASC Step Saver
Cart Drivers Needed

The 59th Medical Wing Volunteer
Service Office needs licensed
drivers at least 20 years of age to
transport patients to and from clinic
entrances and parking lots in the
vicinity of the Wilford Hall Ambula-
tory Surgical Clinic, Joint Base San
Antonio-Lackland. Carts operate
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Training is available.
Call 292-6591.

New Privately Owned Vehicle
Shipment Contract
International Auto Logistics is
the new Department of Defense
global privately owned vehicle

See NEWS BRIEFS, P6

U.S. Army North kicks off

Vibrant Response exercise July 21|

By Don Manuszewski
ARNORTH Public Affairs

U. S. Army North, U. S.
Northern Command’s Joint
Force Land Component Com-
mand, will host about 5,500
military and civilian person-
nel from across the country to
take part in a major training
exercise simulating the re-
sponse to a terrorist attack in
the United States.

Vibrant Response, the na-
tion’s premier disaster re-
sponse exercise, will take place
July 21 to Aug. 7 at Camp
Atterbury, Ind., and surround-
ing areas.

The exercise will include
participants from the De-
partment of Defense, Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency, Indiana Department
of Homeland Security and nu-
merous other local, state and
federal agencies.

The training will include

urban and aerial search and
rescue missions, simulated
decontamination operations,
airlift, medical training and
many other events.

Joint Task Force-Civil Sup-
port, based at Joint Base Lang-
ley-Eustis, Va., and members
of the Defense Chemical, Bio-
logical, Radiological, Nuclear
Response Force will be put to
the test during the first half of
the exercise along with FEMA
and the IDHS.

Army North’s Joint Task
Force 51 will mentor the newly
established Task Force 76 as
they and the Michigan National
Guard will lead the forces of
the two Command and Control
Contingency Response Ele-
ments as they support federal,
state and local emergency
responders during the second
half of the exercise.

Task Force-76 is comprised
of Reserve members from the
76th Operational Response

Command, Salt Lake City, and
the 302nd Maneuver Enhance-
ment Brigade from Chicopee,
Mass.

The realism of the scenarios
and participation of so many
local, state and federal re-
sponse agencies make VR14
the premier disaster response
exercise in the nation.

The DCRF and C2CREs
are organized into four task
forces: Task Force Operations,
Task Force Aviation, Task
Force Medical and Task Force
Sustainment. Their capabilities
include CBRN technical rescue,
decontamination, aviation,
medical, logistics and other
functions.

Army North, when directed
by the commander of U.S.
Northern Command, deploys
response forces to support civil
authorities in order to save
lives, prevent further injury
and provide temporary critical
support.

Photo by Army Sgt. Will Hill
Soldiers from 103rd Civil Support Team,
Alaska National Guard, check for simu-
lated radiation during the Vibrant Re-
sponse 13-2 exercise at Muscatatuck
Urban Training Complex near Butlerville,
Ind., July 13, 2013. Vibrant Response
is a major incident exercise which kicks
off July 21 and is conducted by U.S.
Northern Command and led by U.S.
Army North (Fifth Army), which is based
out of Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam
Houston.

Army North receives Army Superior Unit Award

By Sgt. Lee Ezzell
Army North Public Affairs

The commanding general of
U.S. Army North (Fifth Army)
was able to attach one more
streamer to the Army North
colors during a ceremony July
2 in the historic Quadrangle.

Lt. Gen. Perry Wiggins, com-
manding general of U.S. Army
North (Fifth Army) and senior
Army commander of Joint Base
San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston
and JBSA-Camp Bullis, along
with ARNORTH Command Sgt.
Maj. Hu Rhodes attached the
Army Superior Unit Award
streamer to the organizational
colors at the beginning of an
awards and recognition cer-
emony.

The streamer was awarded
by the Secretary of the Army
for meritorious performance

of a difficult and challenging
mission in 2012.

Among the accomplishments
that contributed to the award:
support of civilian authorities
for Hurricane Isaac and Super
Storm Sandy; provided mission
command and military exper-
tise in support of the Republi-
can and Democratic National
Conventions, the 67th United
Nations General Assembly,
NATO and G-8 summits; and
built an operational strategy
and executed Theater Secu-
rity Cooperation activities with
Bahamanian, Canadian and
Mexican defense forces.

“People don’t usually care
too much about what you
have done.” Wiggins said to
ARNORTH members at the
ceremony. “ They want to

See AWARD, P17

Photo by Sgt. Lee Ezzell
Lt. Gen. Perry Wiggins (left) and Command Sgt. Maj. Hu Rhodes (right) attach the
Army Superior Unit Award streamer to the organizational colors of U.S. Army North
(Fifth Army) during a ceremony July 2 in the Quadrangle at JBSA-Fort Sam Hous-
ton. Wiggins is the commanding general for U.S. Army North (Fifth Army) and se-
nior Army commander, Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston and JBSA-Camp
Bullis. Rhodes is his senior enlisted advisor.
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BAMC emergency medicine department doctors,

Special Forces get realistic training at JBSACamp Bullis

By John Franklin
BAMC Taylor Burk volunteer

Brooke Army Medical
Center Emergency Medi-
cine Department staff and
residents joined forces
June 16-22 with the Army
Special Forces Soldiers to
maximize their combat
related medical training
efforts at Joint Base San
Antonio-Camp Bullis.

“I am here because of
guys like you,” said Spe-
cial Forces Maj. Will Lyles,
as he spoke to doctors
about combat wounds he
endured in Afghanistan.

The department’s goal
is for their graduating
residents to receive the
best possible combat-
related medical training
in the Department of
Defense. This is accom-

plished by training with
other military units, such
as the Army Special
Forces, in more realis-

tic scenarios to take full
advantage of the opportu-
nity to learn and train in
what to expect out in the
battlefield.

All graduating emer-
gency medicine residents
from BAMC - eight Army
and eight Air Force resi-
dents — participated in the
event.

Maj. (Dr.) Guyon Hill,
BAMC emergency medi-
cine physician, is one of
several combat experi-
enced physicians who
are seeking to continually
refine the combat casualty
care aspect of the emer-
gency medicine physi-
cian’s training.

Hill pointed out the

graduatlng residents excel
in emergency medicine
practices in an emer-
gency room, but it is also
equally important to learn
how to practice emer-
gency medicine near the
battlefield.

“There is no exercise
like an emergency medi-
cine exercise in the mili-
tary,” Hill said. “Doctors
in training work directly
with a tactical unit to see
the mission planning, tac-
tical execution and medi-
cal care directly on the
objective and all phases
following.”

The Emergency
Medicine Department’s
exercise blends into field
training conducted by
the 19th Special Forces
Group.

“The exercise is mutu-

ally beneficial by provid-
ing insight for Special
Forces medical sergeants
into the echelons of care
.. as well as providing
insight for emergency
medicine doctors into
Tactical Combat Casualty

Care planning and execu-
tion in the battlefield,”
said a Special Forces
representative.

The seven-day exer-
cise included a classroom
presentation on the TCCC
process, a special lab ex-

Photo by John Franklin
Soldiers role play during a guerilla force practice firing their weapons prior to a raid behind enemy lines
during a combat medical field exercise June 16-22 at Joint Base San Antonio-Camp Bullis.

ercise focusing on austere
combat situations and
hands-on practical train-
ing in the field.

The tactical scenarios
involved situations as the

See BAMC, P5
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doctors observed Special Forces instruc-
tion on patrolling, tactics and marks-
manship. Once trained, the guerilla
force and the Special Forces conducted
a series of raids into enemy territory.

“The purpose of the EMX is to pro-
vide education in the areas of military
medicine not found in the rest of their
emergency medicine residency or in
other schools they attend,” Hill said. “It
is to prepare them for deployments in
any theater and/or their first jobs after
residency.

“We replicated all three phases of
care; care under fire, tactical field care,
and tactical evacuation care and the
entire theater evacuation chain from the
point of injury to a definitive medical
facility.”

“The exercise also improved the rap-
port between the graduating residents
and Special Forces. Both teams gained
a great deal of respect from the rigor-
ous training they endured during the
seven day exercise,” Hill said.

The event was a joint effort to in-
clude the 19th Special Forces Group,
the Texas Army National Guard’s 108th
Aviation Regiment, Air Force Criti-
cal Care Air Transport Teams, 197th
Special Troops Support Company and

Photo by John Franklin
Texas Army National Guard Soldiers help the
emergency medicine doctors experience the dif-
ficulty of administering lifesaving medical aid in
the back of a helicopter in the battlefield during a
combat medical field exercise June 16-22 at Joint
Base San Antonio-Camp Bullis.

San Antonio Military Medical Center
emergency medicine department staff
and troops.

(Editor’s note: Maria Gallegos, BAMC
Public Affairs, contributed to the article)

U.S. ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE CORPS
CELEBRATES 97TH ANNIVERSARY

The U.S. Army Medical
Department Center and
School celebrated the
97th anniversary of the
United States Army Med-
ical Service Corps June
30 at Blesse Auditorium.
The MSC is comprised of
a wide spectrum of medi-
cal professionals, such as
medical administrative,
scientific and provider
specialties ranging from
the management and
support of the Army's
health services system to
direct patient care. Spon-
sored by the Silver Cadu-

Photo by Esther Garcia

ceus Association and Silver Caduceus Society, Alamo Chapter, the ceremony included guest speaker
Col. Kyle Campbell, commander, Brooke Army Medical Center. Campbell provided an overview of
BAMC and the medical advances and treatments being performed at the hospital. Cutting the ceremo-
nial cake (from left) are Brig. Gen. Bruce Miketinac, retired 11th MSC chief; Col. Byron Howlett; Col.
Marion Johnson; Brig. Gen. Cynthia O’Connell, deputy commanding general of 3rd Medical Command
(Deployment Support), Fort Gillem, Ga.; 2nd Lt. Ashley Denoyer, executive officer of Company B,
187th Medical Battalion; retired Army Maj. Gen. David Rubenstein, former AMEDDC&S commanding
general and 16th MSC chief; and retired Army Brig. Gen. Richard Ursone, former assistant surgeon
general for force projection, Office of the Surgeon General and 14th MSC chief.
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Continued from P3

provider. There will be no break in
service for turn-in, pick-up, or stor-
age of POVs. For vehicle processing
center locations and contact infor-
mation, visit http://www.pcsmypov.
com. Any POV that was shipped prior
to May 1, with the previous contrac-
tor (American Auto Logistics), will be
fully processed with AAL at the pre-
vious VPC locations, and delivered
to its authorized destination. For
more information, call the Personal
Property Processing Office at Joint
Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston
at 221-1605, at JBSA-Lackland at
671-2821 or at JBSA-Randolph at
652-1848.

Temporary Lane Closures
On Garden Avenue

Garden Avenue between Wilson
Road and Hardee Road will be
rebuilt this summer to restore the
pavement. The construction, which
will occur through Sept. 11, will not
allow two-way traffic during that
time. However, access to driveways
along both sides of Garden Avenue
will remain open the entire time. The
contractor will work on one side of
the street while the other side will
remain open for one-way traffic.
After that lane is completed, it will
open up and the other lane will then
be rebuilt. Motorists are encouraged
to follow the signs posted for the
detour route.

Volunteers Needed As Patients
For Medical Readiness Training

The 937th Training Support
Squadron’s Medical Readiness Train-
ing Center at Joint Base San Anto-
nio-Camp Bullis needs volunteers to
serve as patients for medical readi-
ness training. Patients are needed
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesdays
and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursdays from
July 30-31, Sept. 17-18 and Sept.
24-25. Volunteers can assist for one
hour or an entire day. Volunteers will
be moulaged to have fake injuries,
such as gunshot wounds, stab
wounds, etc. Volunteers can be in
civilian or military clothing, although
it is preferable to wear old civilian
clothing as the materials used for
simulated injuries may stain. Call
808-3406 or 808-3410.

32nd Medical Brigade holds competition
for AIT Platoon Sergeant of the Year

By Esther Garcia
AMEDDC&S Public Affairs Office

Staff Sgt. Casey Lowe was
named the 32nd Medical
Brigade Advanced Individual
Training Platoon Sergeant of
the Year after competing in a
grueling three-day competition
held June 18-20 at Joint Base
San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston
and JBSA-Camp Bullis.

Lowe, with Company A,
232nd Medical Battalion, com-
peted against platoon Sgts. 1st
Class Nona Burns, Company B,
264th Medical Battalion; Ebony
Alexander with Company D,
187th Medical Battalion; and
Staff Sgt. Benjamin Brown with
Company E, 232nd Medical
Battalion.

An AIT platoon sergeant
is a noncommissioned officer
responsible for the health,
welfare, mentoring, disciplining,
physical fitness and warrior-
task training of AIT Soldiers.

The competition tested the
candidates’ warrior battle
skills, counseling, mental and
physical challenges. Lowe will
represent the brigade at the
Training and Doctrine Com-
mand competition later this
year.

“The competition was put
together very well,” Lowe
said. “It tested our knowledge,
skills and our abilities we have
learned so far.”

The competition began with
testing, essays, uniform inspec-
tion and answering a variety
of questions from a panel of
senior noncommissioned of-
ficers from U.S. Army Medical
Department Center and School
and the 32nd Medical Brigade.

The platoon sergeants were
tested in their knowledge of
a variety of techniques in
Army combatives followed by
a competition in hand-to-hand
combat between each other.

Staff Sgt. Benjamin Brown, Company E, 232nd Medical Battalion, weaves in and out of a maze of logs, one of more than 10
obstacles competitors went through at the Joint Base San Antonio-Camp Bullis Confidence Obstacle Course as part of the pla-
toon sergeant of the year competition held from June 18 to 20.

The best part was not know-
ing what to expect day by day,
what uniform to have on, etc.
It made you think, kept you on
your feet.”

The drill and ceremony
competition tested the can-
didates command voice and
involved leading a group of
Soldiers to march in various
directions, cadence calling and

inspection of the troops.

The last day of the competi-
tion began early in the morning
with a 12-mile ruck march at
JBSA-Camp Bullis, followed by
testing their expertise on an
M16 rifle at the weapons range.

The hot day continued with
the confidence obstacle course,
where the candidates maneu-
vered through obstacles such

tourniquet on a casualty during the platoon sergeant of the year warrior training and

Photo by Esther Gracia
Staff Sgt. Casey Lowe, Company A, 232nd Medical Battalion, prepares to place a

as rope climbing, balancing on
logs, climbing walls, swinging
from ropes and weaving in and
out of logs.

The warrior training and
battle drills lane included mov-
ing from direct and indirect en-
emy fire, triaging and treating a
wounded casualty and request-
ing a medical evacuation flight.

The lane included teaching
scenarios to a group of Soldiers
such as how to search a vehicle
for explosives or devices pro-
hibited on post, how to operate
a single channel ground and
airborne radio system and how
to load and reload an M16.
The competition ended with a
mystery event which tested the
competitors’ knowledge of re-
sponding to a media interview.

“The competition was very
good. It was challenging and
fun to do,” Brown said. “Who-
ever wins will be very success-
ful at the next level.”

“The people who are out
here competing, they have
heart, drive and motivation,”
Alexander said. “Even though
we are competing against each
other, we utilized teamwork,
we spoke to each other and en-
couraged each other to contin-
ue the fight and push on when

we were tired. It was definitely
helpful to have a great team
out here.”

“It was pretty intense, but
good training,” Burns said. “I
enjoyed the entire competition.

battle drills competition held at Joint Base San Antonio-Camp Bullis June 20. Lowe
won the platoon sergeant of the year title and will compete in the U.S. Army Training
and Doctrine Command-level competitions later this year.
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By Steven Galvan
USAISR Public Affairs

The U.S. Army Insti-
tute of Surgical Research
held a traditional first
sergeant change of
responsibility ceremony
June 12 at Joint Base
San Antonio-Fort Sam
Houston.

With the passing
of the noncommis-
sioned officer’s sword
from USAISR com-
pany commander Capt.
LaShawnna Ray to 1st
Sgt. Natasha A. Turrell,
1st Sgt. Bradley Proud
relinquished responsibili-
ties as the institute’s first
sergeant.

Turrell had strong
praise for Proud, who
served as the institute
first sergeant since
August 2012 and is
headed to Madigan Army
Medical Center at Joint
Base Lewis-McCord, near

Tacoma, Wash.

“He’s leaving me with
a great group of Sol-
diers,” Turrell said. “His
leadership was a valu-
able asset to the Soldiers
and this Institute. My
intention is to build upon
that foundation and take
us to the next level.”

Turrell has been as-
signed to the USAISR
since September 2013
where she served as the
damage control resusci-
tation and blood group
NCO in charge and said
that she is ready for her
new position.

“I feel honored and
humble by the opportu-
nity to serve as the first
sergeant,” she said.

With only a few short
weeks at the helm, Tur-
rell said that she is get-
ting into a battle rhythm
and looking to see how
to best serve the insti-
tute.

“I would like to see
the USAISR involved
with more volunteer
opportunities in the San
Antonio and surrounding
communities,” Turrell
said. “I would also like
to help build a greater
culture of trust among
the command, Soldiers
and civilians.”

The 20-year Army vet-
eran believes that she is
in a position where she
can share her knowledge
and experience with her
Soldiers and help them
excel on a personal and
professional level.

Turrell also wants
them to know that every-
one at the ISR is on one
team and should always
treat each other with
the utmost dignity and
respect.

“I expect Soldiers to
be honest and give 100
percent in all that they
do,” Turrell said. “In re-

turn, they can expect me
to be fair, honest and ac-
cessible to helping them
excel. I will give them
100 percent as their first
sergeant.”

Turrell will be focused
on the success of her
Soldiers and the Institute
by looking at new ways
of doing day-to-day busi-
ness.

“My goal is to stream-
line some of our daily
processes and mak-
ing things easier for
the Soldiers to access
information,” she said.

“I would also like to help
the command open up
to new innovative ideas
to make the Institute
better.”

Turrell believes that
she will have a positive
tour because she has the
support of the command
and her family.

“My family has always
been my source of en-

couragement and a great
sounding board in my

professional and person-
al life,” she said. “I value

Photo by Steven Galvan
First Sgt. Natasha A. Turrell (left), incoming first sergeant of the U.S.
Army Institute of Surgical Research, accepts the noncommissioned
officer’s sword from Capt. LaShawnna Ray, USAISR commander, dur-
ing a change of responsibility ceremony June 12.

the wisdom and knowl-
edge that my family has
gifted me with over the
last 20 years.”
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Photo by Mike 0'Rear
The colors are presented during the combined change of command and retirement ceremony June 27 at
the Army Medical Department Museum amphitheater at Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston, where
Rear Adm. Rebecca McCormick-Boyle relieved Capt. Gail Hathaway as commander of the Navy Medicine
Education and Training Command

NMETC from P1

despite the lack of staff
and despite being in three
locations, this command
just kept getting back up,
dusting itself off and being
successful.”

McCormick-Boyle, who
comes in from Wash-
ington, D.C., where she
was chief of staff to the
Navy surgeon general
and the Navy Bureau of
Medicine and Surgery,
followed with the read-
ing of her orders. The
two exchanged salutes as
Hathaway relinquished
and McCormick-Boyle
assumed command,
and both reported to
Faison that command had
changed.

“Break my flag,”
was McCormick-Boyle’s
first order, and the new
commander’s personal
two-star flag was raised
up the flag pole as the
brass quintet from the
323rd Army Band, “Fort
Sam’s Own,” played two
“Ruffles and Flourishes”
followed by “The Admi-
ral’s March.”

McCormick-Boyle,
who will also continue to
serve as director of the
Navy Nurse Corps, a po-
sition she has held since
August 2013, discussed
three areas on which she
plans to focus — the Navy
Medicine and NMETC
education and training

team, partnering with
other organizations and
military services, and
continuing Navy San An-
tonio efforts to reach out
to the local community.

“I look forward to
blooming where planted
here in San Antonio in
collaboration with and
support of NMETC’s
subordinate commands to
advance Navy Medicine’s
Force Health Protection
capabilities,” McCormick-
Boyle said. “I am struck
by the expertise and
commitment to excellence
of (the Navy Medicine
Education and Training
enterprise) senior leaders
and staff.

“I look forward to
deepening relationships
and collaborations with
my sister services — Army,
Air Force and Coast
Guard - as well as the
Defense Health Agency,
and in particular the
Medical Education and
Training Campus,” the
admiral said. “And thirdly,
I look forward to commu-
nity outreach here in San
Antonio in the great state
of Texas.”

The admiral or-
dered her deputy, Capt.
Rochelle Owens, and
master of ceremonies
Cmdr. Michael Enriquez
the traditional Navy task
— “Take charge and carry
out the plan of the day,”
and “carry out the retire-

ment ceremony for Capt.
Hathaway.”

Hathaway summarized
her almost 30-year Navy
career before depart-
ing with her family after
four rings of the ship’s
bells and the traditional
whistle from the Navy
boatswain’s pipe, called
“piping the side.”

“It’s hard to sum up
28 years in just a few
moments,” Hathaway
said. “So many thoughts
ran through my head
about my time in the
Navy, from my first time
stepping on a Navy ship;
to getting kicked off a
ship as it was getting un-
derway because women
couldn’t be on war ships
in 1987 without very
high-level permission; to
my first helicopter flight;
to the first time going
supersonic in an F/A-18,
dropping bombs, wearing
night-vision goggles and
pulling Seven G’s; to be-
ing one of the first Amer-
icans ever to visit the
province of the Northern
Moluccas in Indonesia, a
completely Muslim area
with little tolerance for
Christians.”

Hathaway, who plans
to remain in San Antonio
with her family, added, “I
have been truly blessed to
have had the best job in
the Navy; no, the best job
in the world. I have been
truly blessed.”
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Part IV: The last hurrah

By L.A. Shively
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston Public Affairs

A gentle breeze flutters ban-
ners and manes and the clop of
horses’ hooves signals the arrival
of a flag-draped casket.

Reams of emotions unravel
among mourners already at
graveside as they watch the
family fervently pressing through
those last few steps behind the
caisson toward a final resting
place for their loved one.

The sun glints from brass
instruments lamenting this last
journey.

Military men and women may
not be able to share battlefield
stories during life, but impec-
cably dressed Soldiers and
immaculately groomed horses
marching in solemn unity draw-
ing a shining caisson do impart
a unique sense of service and
sacrifice — yet only in death.

The Fort Sam Houston Cais-
son Section has provided military
families poignancy, ceremony
and comfort since its creation
in 2002 following the terrorist
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

Harriet G. (Hatsie) Meloy re-
cently lost her husband, retired
Maj. Gen. Guy S. Meloy III, who
was interred at the Fort Sam
Houston National Cemetery with
full military honors including
the Fort Sam Houston Caisson
Section.

Mrs. Meloy said that the sight
of the Caisson Section was a
moving tribute and integral to
the memorial service for her
husband.

The general, a U.S. Military
Academy graduate, ranger and
master paratrooper with more
than 60 awards and decorations,
had been a brigade commander,
chief of staff, assistant division
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A member of the 323nd Army Band “Fort Sam’s Own” plays taps on a trumpet during a funeral ceremony at the Fort Sam

Houston National Cemetery.

commander and commanding
general of the 82nd Airborne
Division.

“As sad as you and the fam-
ily are, you are so filled with
pride and gratefulness that your
loved one served the country.
The ceremony renewed every bit
of patriotism you ever felt,” she
said. “It was just an awesome
experience.”

Mrs. Meloy said that the
presence of the Caisson Section
Soldiers and horses also touched
her civilian friends during the
ceremony.

“They had never seen any-
thing like that — never. It re-
newed their spirit. It renewed
their patriotism. I think we’re
losing so many things this
country stands for and that is
another symbol that makes us
proud to be an American.”

“It’s a profound tradition that
points to our past and the legacy
of who we are as members
and retirees of a great military
heritage,” said Ed Maney, chief

of the Casualty Assistance Center
at Joint Base San Antonio-Fort
Sam Houston.

Maney - also a West Point
graduate — served as senior
Army Chaplain at Arlington
National Cemetery in Virginia
from 1996-98 where the Caisson
platoon of the 3rd U.S. Infantry,
or “The Old Guard,” performs
military honors.

The Fort Sam Houston Cais-
son Section and the 3rd Infan-
try’s Caisson Platoon are the
only military units performing
full-time funeral honors.

Maney said he feels it is more
than tradition to have a cais-
son at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston
where there is a connection that
binds the military, San Antonio
and the country together.

“It’s rightly at Fort Sam
Houston - in Military City, USA,”
Maney said. “It points to our fu-
ture because there is something
about that relationship between
that Soldier and that horse, par-
ticularly in Texas, the gateway to

the West. It is a great accolade
and honor of the Army’s tribute
back to that Soldier and fam-
ily. It shows the Army keeps
its promise.”

Those connections are visible
to many Caisson Section Sol-

secure the flag to a casket during a funeral
Cemetery.
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diers as well. Staff Sgt. Edward
Montgomery, Caisson Section
noncommissioned officer in
charge, remembered a moment
during another recent ceremony.
Montgomery described how he
saw the past, present and future
linked in a flash.

“It was a dreary day. I think it
was just about to rain,” Mont-
gomery recalled. “I was rid-
ing section with Sgt. Benjamin
Roberts on lead and Command
Sgt. Maj. Hu Rhodes (U.S. Army
North command sergeant major)
on wheel. When we crossed to
receive the remains, I turned
around with the horses and
looking at those two I saw the
future leadership in Sgt. Roberts,
the young, newly-promoted NCO;
and the past in our command
sergeant major.

“To see those two together;
both infantrymen, both of them
combat Soldiers; the man that
is and the man that is to be — I
can’t explain it — the uniforms
were bright, the colors were
bright on a grey day. The horses
were calm and the expressions
on their faces were ... it was

Photo by L.A. Shively
Spc. Joe Rizo (left) and Staff Sgt. Jorel Issac, members of the Military Honors Platoon,

ceremony at the Fort Sam Houston National

The Fort Sam Houston Caisson Section escorts a flag-draped casket followed by the service member’s family at the Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery.

just that moment and then it was
gone.”

“It is a visible representation
of what it means to be a Soldier,
said Frank Blakely, activity man-
ager, Army Support Activity. A
graduate of The Citadel in South
Carolina, Blakely was the chief
of staff of the U.S. Army Medical
Department Center and School

2

and president of the equestrian
advisory council when the Cais-
son Section was established.

“It is extraordinarily popu-
lar in the community because
they appreciate the dignity and
respect that is provided for the
fallen heroes buried at Fort Sam
Houston National Cemetery,”
Blakely said, pointing out their

Photo by L.A. Shively

Sgt. Benjamin Roberts renders a salute as he passes the casket while it is being trans-
ferred from the caisson to the funeral bier during a full military honors ceremony at the

Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery.

community activities on and off
post.

“They have school kids come
down to visit and walk through
the stables. They have multiple
parades — the Western Heritage
Parade and Rodeo, the Battle of
Flowers; they are visible in post
ceremonies.”

Blakely explained that the
Caisson Section has a sunset date
in October targeting the authori-
zations for the Soldiers. As those
who are currently filling the eight
slots leave or retire, they are not
replaced.

Instead, volunteers from U.S.
Army North (Fifth Army) and
U.S. Army South are filling the
voids. Soldier turnover is high
and there are no guarantees the
Caisson Section will continue to
serve families if the slots cannot
be filled.

Capt. Shawn Lynch, command-
er, Military Honors Platoon and
Caisson Section, does not believe
the unit will be dissolved.

“Every one that is a sergeant
major or above is entitled to
a caisson,” Deeley said. “They
deserve the caisson.”

All service members who die
on active duty and Medal of Hon-
or recipients are also authorized
a caisson ceremony. There are
currently four MOH recipients in
our area.

“The caisson is for the mili-
tary, period. My vision is that all
services could utilize it. There is
no reason why not,” Maney said.

About three years ago, an
Air Force general officer was
interred at the Fort Sam Houston
National Cemetery with a caisson
ceremony. The caisson is used by
all services at Arlington National
Cemetery.

“The senior commander al-
ready has a policy letter in place
allowing the privilege to do so
at Joint Base San Antonio. Just
like Arlington, we will always
have Army riders, but the pall
bearers — the people who handle
the casket — would represent the
member’s branch of service.”

“This is their last hurrah,”
Montgomery said. “There’s
something special in that we get
to do this for our fellow service
members. They deserve the very
best.”

Photo by L.A. Shively

Photo by L.A. Shively
Spc. Jordan Duncan, a member of the
Fort Sam Houston Caisson Section
does a final inspection to make sure
his uniform is properly worn and spot-
less prior to a military funeral honors
ceremony just outside of the Fort Sam
Houston National Cemetery.
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Protect your eyes in sports
just like you do in combat

By Dr. David J. Hilber
U.S. Army Public Health Command

Sports are an everyday
activity for many Ameri-
cans and for many Sol-
diers, Sailors, Airmen and
Marines. Sports are also
a leading cause of eye
injuries, but not an activ-
ity where use of safety
eyewear has completely
taken hold.

The military uses a
variety of sports activities
to aid in physical fitness
training and to stimulate
competition. Increased
participation in sports
has been accompanied by
an increase in injuries in
general and eye injuries
in particular.

Prevent Blindness
America reports that
more than 40,000 ath-
letes suffer an eye injury
while playing sports ev-
ery year.

Every 13 minutes, an
emergency room in the
United States treats a
sports-related eye injury.

PBA has estimated
that 90 percent of all eye
injuries are preventable,
including sports-related
eye injuries.

A research article on
sports eye injuries from
PBA estimates that more
than 100,000 eye injuries
occur annually. Another
specialist in sports eye
injuries reports that more
than 42,000 of those in-
jured require a visit to an
emergency room for care.

In the Department
of Defense, during the
period of 2000-2012,
among active-duty ser-
vice members, sports
accounted for 8 percent
overall and 5 percent
of inpatient treated eye
injuries where the cause
was reported. In nearly
all of these cases, no

protective eyewear was
worn.

Which sports cause the
most eye injuries?

According to PBA,
around 6,000 Americans
report eye injuries each
year from basketball,
making it the leading
cause of sport-related eye
injuries and the leading
cause of all eye injuries
among people over the
age of 15.

The most common
types of eye injuries from
basketball are abrasions
caused by fingers, which
is why it is recommended
that players use protec-
tive eyewear that meets
ASTM International F803
standards. (ASTM Inter-
national was formerly
known as the American
Society for Testing and
Materials.)

Water and pool activi-
ties are the second lead-
ing cause, followed by
guns (air, BB etc.), which
are the leading cause
of eye injuries in people
aged 14 and under. Base-
ball/softball and exercise/
weightlifting round out
the top five.

Just as with military
and industrial activities, it
is important to have the
right safety eyewear. With
sports it is important to
note that in some cases
specific types of eyewear
are needed to fully pro-
tect the eye.

National standards for
protective eyewear devel-
oped by ASTM Interna-
tional exist for a number
of sports programs.

Many sports organiza-
tions have also developed
requirements to wear
protective equipment
for participation in their
sports programs.

An example of the
effectiveness of a sports-

sponsored protective
eyewear policy can be
found within amateur
hockey.

In 1974, the Canadian
Amateur Association
required that all amateur
players wear full-face
protectors.

Throughout the next
nine years, the average
number of facial and eye
injuries went from 257
the first year to zero in
1983. In 1979, the NCAA
ruled that all collegiate
hockey players must wear
certified face shields. This
ruling reduced facial and
eye injuries by nearly 99
percent.

Players of any sport
with potential to cause
eye injury should wear
protective eyewear
designed for that sport.
Polycarbonate lenses must
be used with protectors
that meet or exceed the
requirements of ASTM
International.

Individuals with only
one functional eye should
always wear sports spec-
tacles with polycarbon-
ate lenses if there is the
slightest chance of injury
to the eye. Polycarbonate
eyewear is 10 times more
impact resistant than
other plastics, accord-
ing to the National Eye
Institute.

Note that in deployed
settings, Military Combat
Eye Protection spec-
tacles, with the retention
strap on, provide a good
alternative form of eye
protection when ASTM
items are not available.

All it takes is a ran-
dom elbow or swipe of
a fingernail across the
eye during that platoon
basketball tournament
to take you out of the
action. Stay in the fight —
wear your eye protection.
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Critical Days of Summer:
Summer safety for

By Senior Airman
Krystal M. Jeffers
JBSA-Lackland Public Affairs

During the summer,
there are a range of
dangers to household
pets, from hot weather
to insects and dangerous
animals to even plant life.

Dr. Donna DeBonis,
Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland Veterinary Clinic
veterinarian, provided tips
and information to keep
pets safe from a wide
variety of dangers that
occur during the summer
season.

Pets that are new to
the area need to ac-
climate to the warmer
temperatures. In addition,
they are not be familiar
with local wildlife and do
not know what is danger-
ous, DeBonis said.

Heat

“I think one of the big-
gest problems we have
is that people travel with
their pets around town as
they do errands and they
forget that their car gets
hot in just a few min-
utes,” DeBonis said. “It is
safer to leave their pets
at home. If they are going
to take their dogs out to
somewhere like the dog
park, then they should
make it a round trip to
the park and back home.
Pets shouldn’t be left in
the car for any amount of
time.”

A study by San Fran-
cisco State University’s
department of geosci-
ence, where the outside
temperature ranges from
72 to 96 degrees, showed
that the interior tempera-
ture of vehicles parked in
outside temperatures rose
steadily as time increased
and cracking the windows
had little effect.

In 10 minutes, the tem-
perature rose 19 degrees
and within an hour it rose
45 to 50 degrees.

The summer sun
warms up more than
cars; asphalt and sand
are also affected, which
can burn animals’ paws.
Instead of taking dogs to
run on pavement, take
them somewhere grassy
like a dog park.

Heated cars and ce-
ment aren’t the only
challenges pets face. They
also need to stay properly
hydrated.

“People get used to
leaving out a certain
amount of water for
their pets and not real-
izing they are going to
go through more water
during the summer time,”
DeBonis said.

The veterinarian sug-
gested that owners not
only leave out more wa-
ter, but also have multiple
sources of water in case
the pet knocks over or
spills one.

In addition, sunburns,
heat exhaustion and heat
stroke can occur if pets
are outside for long peri-
ods. without some type of
shade to cool off under.

For that same reason,
DeBonis advises people
who run with their dogs
to do so in the early
mornings before it gets
too hot. The heat doesn’t
dissipate immediately
after the sun sets so the
evenings could still be too
warm.

Swimming

“People like to take
their dogs swimming with
them like to the lake,”
DeBonis said. “If they
take them, they have to
make sure to teach their
pets how to swim.”

Some dogs however,

can be unsuited for swim-
ming for a number of
reasons.

High bone density can
make it difficult for some
animals, like bulldogs
and boxers, to float. Also,
if they are short-faced,
or brachycephalic, they
could have breathing diffi-
culties which would cause
them to panic, become
disoriented and drown,
DeBonis added.

Even if owners teach a
dog how to swim, there
are dangers they must be
aware of.

“They might be good at
swimming, but if they go
underwater for a moment
and are unable to breathe
well they could panic,
which will cause them
to get disorientated,” the
veterinarian said. “If they
get disorientated or pan-
icky, then they will run
out of energy quickly and
drown.”

For people with pools
DeBonis provides the fol-
lowing tips:

¢ Don’t allow a dog to
have unsupervised access
to a pool.

e Show them where the
stairs are.

¢ Put something to
identify where the steps
are like a colorful towel,
something the pet will
notice when they panic.

Wildlife

“People don’t realize
that insects are more
prevalent in the summer,”
DeBonis said. “Dogs might
try to eat them or they
might accidently lay down
in a red ant pile.

“Puppies are very
silly and will try to catch
(bees),” she continued. “If
they get it in their mouth,
it can sting them and
leave the stinger. Own-
ers need to look into the

pets

mouth and try to remove
the stinger, and then get
them to the emergency
room as quickly as pos-
sible if they are swelling
up. Typically, one side is
going to be more swollen
than the other.”

Other dangers from
insects can come from
fleas and ticks, as well
as mosquitos which can
carry heartworm disease.
Owners are advised to
place pets on flea and
tick preventative and
heartworm preventative
medicine.

In addition to insects,
owners should watch for
snakes, even if they live
in the city. Some common
poisonous snakes in Texas
include the copperhead,
cottonmouth, harlequin
coral snake and various
types of rattlesnakes.

The South Texas Poison
Center advises people
and pets to stay out of
tall grass and underbrush
and to remain on hiking
paths as much as pos-
sible. Also, avoid snakes
that appear dead because
they are able to strike up
to one hour after death.

If bitten and unable to
immediately seek medi-
cal attention, wash the
bite with soap and water,
immobilize the bitten area
and keep the area lower
than the heart. Do not
apply oral suction to the
bite, cut into or incise bite
marks with a knife, apply
either hot or cold packs,
apply a tourniquet or try
to kill, bag or bring in the
snake in question, accord-
ing to South Texas Poison
Center.

To protect pets from
snakes and insects,
DeBonis recommends that
owners thoroughly exam-
ine their backyards for
any potentially harmful

Photo by Air Force Senior Airman Krystal Jeffers

Keep pets safe this summer by watching out for hazards from heat,

insects and plants.

creatures, such as snakes,
wasps, bees, scorpions
and hornets and fix holes
in fencing that could
make it easier for pets to
get out or for unwanted
animals to come in.

Plant life

Another danger to
consider is plants, some
of which could be harmful
to pets if ingested.

Some plants poisonous
to pets include aloe vera,
amaryllis, apples (leaves,
stems and seeds), olean-
der, callas, lilies, daffodils,
ivy, garlic, hydrangea and
tomato leaves.

A more complete list
of poisonous plants can
be found at http/www.
aspca.org.

“Common signs of
problems with plants are
vomiting, diarrhea, shak-
ing, shivering or outright
seizures, where they fall
to their side and begin
waving their legs around
uncontrollably,” DeBonis
explained. “If they are
not showing any signs

but you suspect they ate
something they shouldn’t,
then call poison control.
You're going to want to
describe what (they came
in contact with) because
the treatment could
change depending on
what it was.”

She also advised that
owners have the name,
address and phone num-
ber of the closest emer-
gency veterinary clinic
available.

For more information
about pet summer safety,
contact the JBSA-Fort
Sam Houston Veterinary
Treatment Facility at 808-
6101 or 808-6104, the
JBSA-Lackland Veterinar-
ian Treatment Facility at
671-3631 or 671-2245
or the JBSA-Randolph
Veterinary Clinic at 652-
3190.

The animal poison
control center of the
American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals can also be con-
tacted at 888-426-4435.
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USAISR researchers work to sharpen wrltlng skills

By Steven Galvan
USAISR Public Affairs Officer

Ask any researcher at
the U.S. Army Institute of
Surgical Research what
the most difficult part of
their job is and they will
likely say “writing a grant
proposal.”

USAISR research direc-
tor David Baer, Ph.D.,
agrees. “Writing a good
research grant proposal is
not an easy task.”

To help researchers
improve their professional
writing, including grant
proposals, the Institute
turned to renowned au-
thor and writing consul-
tant George Gopen, J.D.,
Ph.D., professor emeritus
of the practice of rhetoric
at Duke University. Dur-
ing the four-day writing
workshop, two days of
lectures and two days of
individual tutorials, Gopen

shared his unique insights
about writing.

“I discovered that read-
ing and writing are not,
as most people assume,
85 percent word choice
and 15 percent struc-
ture. Rather, they are 15
percent word choice and
85 percent structure,”
Gopen said. “The bottom
line question, where the
quality of professional
writing is concerned, is
simple: ‘Did the reader
get delivery of what the
writer was intending to
send?’ To understand
the language better, we
should get to know as
fully as possible how
readers actually go about
the act of interpretation.
What are the reader’s
expectations?”

Dr. Jeana Orman, chief
of statistics and epide-
miology, attended the
workshop and said that

this approach to writing
makes sense.

“If the reader doesn’t
understand what the
writer intended, the writ-
ing will not have the de-

sired impact,” Orman said.

“That could directly affect
whether a grant proposal

gets funded, an article gets

published or a research
protocol gets approved.”
While writing grant
proposals, articles and
protocols is not easy, it
is a necessary undertak-
ing for researchers at the
institute. Gopen stresses
that in order to succeed,
researchers must write
these documents to meet
the reader’s expectations.
Kathy Ryan, Ph.D.,
research regulatory
compliance division chief,
agrees. “Because I didn’t
understand what the re-
searchers were trying to
express, I've had to kick

Photo by Steven Galvan
George Gopen, J.D., Ph.D., professor emeritus of the practice of rhetoric at Duke University, lectures U.S.
Army Institute of Surgical Research members during a writing workshop June 2-5.

I make sure I've com-
municated my message to
the reader” Barba said.
According to Gopen, he
is on a lifelong crusade
to teach writers the key
to success: writing that
meets the reader’s expec-
tations.

the USAISR Burn Center
Progressive Care Ward,
said this workshop will
improve both her abstract
writing and her personal
communication.

“I find myself re-
reading my e-mails.
Before sending them,

some back,” she said.
Gopen’s lectures focus
mostly on scientific and
legal writing; but the ap-
proach can be used in all
forms of communication.
Michael Barba, a reg-
istered nurse and nurse
preceptor coordinator at
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Women Encouraging Women
Friday, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Military & Family Readiness Center,
building 2797. This month the
group will discuss getting back on
track with career and education
goals. Call 221-0349 or 221-2705.

Weird Animals
Vacation Bible School

A summer kids’ event called
Weird Animals Vacation Bible School
will be hosted Sunday through
Thursday at the Dodd Field Chapel.
At Weird Animals, kids will learn
about some of God’s most creative
creations. They'll participate in
Bible-learning activities, sing
songs, play teamwork-building
games, make and dig into treats,
experience Bible adventures, collect
Bible Memory Buddies to remind
them they are one of a kind, and
test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they'll
take home and play with all sum-
mer long. Each day begins with
a meal for all participants and
volunteers, then concludes with The
Tail End — a celebration that gets
everyone involved in living what
they've learned. Family members
and friends are encouraged to join

in daily for this special time at 8
p.m. The program is for children
from pre-kindergarten to fifth grade
(completed) and run from 5:30 to
8:30 p.m. All children must possess
independent toileting skills. Register
at http://www.groupvbspro.com/
vbs/ez/jbsa. For more information,
call 221-5943.

Key Caller Training

Monday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Military & Family Readiness Center,
building 2797. This training defines
the responsibilities of the Family
Readiness Group Key Caller and pro-
vides information on performing this
role. Call 221-0946 or 221-2418.

Budget Basics

Tuesday, 2-3:30 p.m. at the
JBSA-Randolph Military & Fam-
ily Readiness Center. What is a
spending plan? What needs to go
into a spend plan? Come to our
class and learn the answers to
these and other budget questions.
Get help in creating a personalized
spending plan to fit your needs.
Call 652-5321.

Airman Pre-Separation
Briefings

Tuesday, 9 a.m. to noon, Military
& Family Readiness Center, building
2797. Airmen separating or retiring
must attend this mandatory brief-
ing. They can schedule their pre-
separation appointment up to 24

months before their retirement date
or up to 12 months prior to their
separation date. Call 221-2705.

Family Readiness Forum

Tuesday, 11 a.m. to noon,
Military and Family Readiness
Center, building 2797. This forum
provides Family Readiness Group
leaders and support assistants the
opportunity to discuss, network and
share lesson learned. Call 221-0946
or 221-2418.

AFTB Facilitator Training

Wednesday and Thursday, 8:30
a.m. to 3 p.m., Military & Family
Readiness Center, building 2797.
This Army Family Team Building
training will teach people to be
facilitators. Learn how to work
with small groups to encourage
discussion, participation and to
solve problems. Call 221-9196 or
221-2336.

Resume Writing Technique
Wednesday, 9-11:30 a.m.,

Military & Family Readiness Center,

building 2797. Learn techniques

that will assist you in prepar-

ing a non-federal style resume.

Call 221-2705.

EFMP Support Group
Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m.,
Military & Family Readiness Center,
building 2797. Exceptional Family
Members families meet and share

their experience and knowledge with
other EFM parents. Call 221-2962 or
221-2705.

Army Family Advocacy Program
Unit Training

Wednesday, 2-4 p.m., Military &
Family Readiness Center, building
2797. Mandated Army Unit Family
Advocacy Training in accordance
with Army Regulation 608-18
regarding domestic and child Abuse
identification, reporting, and preven-
tion. Also covers Lautenberg Amend-
ment, restricted and unrestricted
reporting and victim compensation.
Sessions consist of 30 minute incre-
ments, starting at the half hour.
Call 221-0349 or 221-2705.

Air Force Master Resiliency
Training

Thursday, 9-11 a.m., Mili-
tary & Family Readiness Center,
building 2797. Learn to indentify
and capitalize on your strengths.
Call 221-9848 or 221-2705.

Learn How To Be
More Suicide Alert

As a safeTALK-trained suicide
alert helper, you will be better able
to move beyond common tendencies
to miss, dismiss or avoid suicide;
identify people who have thoughts
of suicide; apply the TALK steps
(Tell, Ask, Listen and KeepSafe)
to connect a person with suicide
thoughts to suicide first aid, inter-

vention caregivers. Class maximum
is 40. At JBSA-Lackland, classes are
1-4:30 p.m. Thursday at Freedom
Chapel, building 1528; 1-4:30 p.m.
Aug. 7, Gateway Chapel, build-

ing 6300; and 8-11:30 a.m. and
1-4:30 p.m. Sept. 25, Freedom
Chapel, building 1528. To attend,
call 671-2911.

Post Deployment Planning
Training

July 18, 10-11:30 a.m., Military
& Family Readiness Center, building
2797. The goal of this training is
to provide Soldiers and their family
members ideas to identify common
areas of deployment-related con-
cerns or conflicts and the strategies,
tools and resources to enhance
resiliency and strength during the
reintegration process. Call 221-0946
or 221-2418.

Infant Massage

July 21 and 28, 9:30-11:30 a.m.,
Dodd Chapel. This three-part class
helps to decrease your baby's stress,
stimulate brain and sensory devel-
opment, increasing circulation and
helping your baby to sleep better.
Call 221-0349 or 221-2705.

Family Movie Night

July 19, 7 p.m., Military & Family
Readiness Center, building 2797.
Enjoy a free family-friendly special
showing of “Muppet Treasure
Island” with free popcorn, cotton

candy and snow cones available
with the featured movie. Call
221-1718.

EFMP Arts and Dance Camp
July 21-24 from 9 a.m. to noon
at the Fort Sam Houston Elementary
School. This free camp is for EFMP
Special Needs Children ages 6 to
18 years old. A camp will also be
held July 8-10 at JBSA-Randolph
Fellowship Hall. These camps are
facilitated by VSA Texas, a member
of the international network of VSA,
an affiliate of The John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts. To
register at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston
call 221-1616 or 221-2962. At
JBSA-Randolph, call 652-5321.

Teen Talk

Teens are invited to participate
in Teen Talk at the JBSA-Fort Sam
Houston 9-10 a.m. at the Middle
School Teen Center or 1-2 p.m. at
the Youth Center. Teens will learn
about communication July 21 and
building leadership qualities July 28.
Call 221-0349.

JBSA-Camp Bullis Archery Range
Test your archery skills at the

archery range at the JBSA-Camp

Bullis with a fun filled after-

noon shooting at archery targets

Thursday through Monday, 8 a.m.

to 4 p.m. The cost is $3 for a

daily pass or $20 for a yearly pass.

Call 295-7571.

MICC hoosts small business by half hillion in third

By Daniel P. Elkins
MICC Public Affairs

More than $505 million
in contracts were award-
ed to small businesses
throughout the nation
during the third quarter
of this fiscal year by con-
tracting officials with the
Mission and Installation
Contracting Command at
Joint Base San Antonio-
Fort Sam Houston.

Through June 30,
MICC contracting officers
have awarded more than
$1.1 billion in contracts
for fiscal 2014 to small
businesses representing
41.7 percent of total small
business eligible dollars

awarded by the com-
mand.

In fiscal 2013, the com-
mand executed more than
$2.1 billion to American
small businesses. His-
torically, the number of
contract awards increase
in the fourth quarter as
organizations supported
by the MICC refine and
finalize their mission
sustainment requirements
in the final quarter of the
government fiscal year.

“The importance of
the fourth quarter of
the fiscal year cannot be
overstated, not only to the
command as it achieves
its small-business goals,
but also to the thou-

sands of American small
businesses that will find,
compete for and win new
Army contracts during
that period,” said Mark
Massie, associate direc-
tor for the MICC Office

of Small Business Pro-
grams at JBSA-Fort Sam
Houston.

The MICC Office of
Small Business Programs
consists of personnel
around the country who
provide aid, advice and
counsel to small busi-
nesses.

In addition to providing
advice to individual small
businesses, the program
also advocates within the
command’s 33 contract-

ing offices to ensure
small businesses have the
maximum opportunity to
compete for Army con-
tracts awarded by those
activities.

MICC officials and
small business represen-
tatives across the com-
mand conducted several
acquisition forecast open
house events at instal-
lations throughout the
country in June. Massie
said these outreach events
were vital in helping com-
municate projected MICC
contracting opportuni-
ties to the small-business
community looking to do
business with the Army.

Dollars awarded to

small-business contractors
help support the achieve-
ment of annual govern-
ment-wide goals required
by the Small Business Act.
Small-business direc-
tors at JBSA-Fort Sam
Houston monitor each
small business category
throughout the fiscal year
to ensure contracts are
awarded in each of the
following small business
categories:

e Small disadvantaged
business

¢ Service-disabled
veteran-owned small busi-
ness

¢ Woman-owned small
business

e Historically underuti-

quarter

lized business zone small
business

The MICC is respon-
sible for providing con-
tracting support for the
warfighter at Army com-
mands, installations and
activities located through-
out the continental United
States and Puerto Rico.

In fiscal 2013, the com-
mand executed more than
43,000 contract actions
worth more than $5.3 bil-
lion across the Army. The
command has also man-
aged more than 780,000
Government Purchase
Card Program transac-
tions this fiscal year val-
ued at an additional $880
million.
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Warrant Officer
Association meeting

The July meeting of the Lone
Star Silver Chapter of the U.S.

Army Warrant Officer Association
will be at 5:30 p.m. July 21 at
the Longhorn Cafe, 1003 Rittiman
Road, at the corner of Rittiman
and Harry Wurzbach. All active
duty, retired, Reserve, National
Guard warrant officers and family
members of current or retired
warrant officers are invited. For
more information, call 413-1965
or 257-0931.

Van Autreve Sergeants
Major Association

The SMA Leon L. Van Autreve
Sergeants Major Association meets
at 5 p.m. on the third Thursday of
each month at the Longhorn Café,
1003 Rittiman Road. All active
duty, Reserve, National Guard
and retired sergeants major are
invited and encouraged to attend.
Call 539-1178.

2nd Infantry
Division Reunion

The Second Infantry (Indi-
anhead) Division Association is
searching for anyone who served
in the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division
at any time. For information
about the association and the
93rd annual reunion in Omaha,
Neb., from Sept. 16-20, call 224-
225-1202.

AWARD from P3

know what you are going
to do. I know that with
this team at Army North,
we are going to do great
things.”

Rhodes echoed this
confidence in the ability
of the Soldiers and civil-
ians that operate under
Army North.

“This is just a tal-
ented, dedicated group.”
Rhodes said, “Everyone
comes in, does their
absolute best and puts
the mission of the Army
as a top priority. It is no
surprise that we have
done as well as we have.
I think there will be no

Happy 65th birthday to the A|r Force Medical Serwce

problem continuing to do
even better.”

All service members
are authorized to wear
the award on their
service uniform while
assigned to U.S. Army
North. Service members
who were assigned to
ARNORTH during 2012
are authorized to wear
the award permanently.

This is the second
time that Army North
has received the Army
Superior Unit Award.
The unit previously
received the award for
its efforts in support of
the Global War on Terror
from 2001 to 2004.

Weekly Weather Watch
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(Source: The Weather Channel at www.weather.com)

Did you know?

job, not just for poor service.

One of the best things about ICE is that people
can let service providers know when they do a great

I€E

= vy

It takes 5 minutes or less to submit a comment at http://ice.disa.mil.

PROTESTANT SERVICES
Sundays

Main Post (Gift) Chapel

Building 2200, 1605 Wilson Way
8and 11 a.m. - Traditional

Dodd Field Chapel

Building 1721, 3600 Dodd Blvd.
8:30 a.m. - Samoan

10:30 a.m. - Gospel

Army Medical Department
Regimental Chapel

Building 1398, 3545 Garden Ave.
9:20 a.m. - 32nd Medical Brigade
Collective Service

11:01 - Contemporary “Crossroads”
Brooke Army Medical

Center Chapel

Building 3600,

3851 Roger Brooke Rd.

10 a.m. - Traditional

CATHOLIC SERVICES

Daily Mass

Brooke Army Medical Center Chapel
Building 3600,

3551 Roger Brooke Rd.

11:05 a.m., Monday through Friday
Main Post (Gift) Chapel

Building 2200, 2301 Wilson Way

~ CHAPEL WORSHIP SCHEDULES

For worship opportunities of faith groups not listed here,
Pplease visit the JBSA-Fort Sam Houston Chaplain’s website at
N\ http://www.jbsa.af.mil/jbsachapel/samhouston.asp. 7

11:30 a.m., Monday through Friday
Saturday

Main Post (Gift) Chapel

4:45 p.m. — Reconciliation

5:30 p.m. - Evening Mass

Sunday

8 a.m. - Morning Mass, AMEDD
8:30 a.m. - Morning Mass, BAMC
9:30 a.m. - Morning Mass, MPC
11:30 a.m. - Morning Mass, BAMC
12:30 p.m. - Morning Mass, DFC

JEWISH SERVICES

8 p.m. - Jewish Worship,
Friday, MPC

8:30 p.m. - Oneg Shabbat,
Friday, MPC

ISLAMIC SERVICE

1:15 p.m. — Jummah, Friday,
AMEDD

LATTER DAY SAINTS SERVICES
1 p.m. - LDS Worship, Sunday,
AMEDD

BUDDHIST SERVICES
1 p.m. — Buddhist Services,

Sunday, AMEDD

HONORARY COMMANDERS

July 1 was the 65th birth-
day of the Air Force Medi-
cal Service.

In September 1947, the
combat elements of the
Army Air Forces separated
from the U.S. Army, forming
the U.S. Air Force. A few
Air Force support func-
tions, such as medical care,
remained U.S. Army respon-
sibilities for the next two
years.

Starting in 1948, the Air
Force and the Air Surgeon,
Maj. Gen. Malcolm C. Grow,
began to convince the U.S.
Army and the administration
of President Harry Truman
that the Air Force needed its
own medical service.

In the summer of 1949,
Air Force General Order No.
35 established a medical
service with the following of-
ficer personnel components:
Medical Corps, Dental Corps,
Veterinary Corps, Medical

Hﬂﬂﬂy ssm Blmmﬂr
Air Force Medicine

Gy 1

Service Corps, Air Force

Nurse Corps and Women’s

Medical Specialist Corps.
The order stated, “The

above listed corps shall con-
sist of those personnel trans-

ferred from corresponding
corps of the Department of
the Army, and personnel
subsequently commissioned
in the respective corps of

1945

Graphic by Steve Thompson

the Medical Service, United
States Air Force. Personnel
appointed in the above corps
will be carried on separate
promotion lists.”

Each officer corps also
received a contingent of en-
listed medics. The effective
date of the creation of the
Air Force Medical Service
was July 1, 1949.

GET ACQUAINTED WITH JBSA

Photo by Airman 1st Class Stormy D. Archer
Brian Dougherty (left), Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston Military & Family
Readiness Center director, speaks to (from left) Terrye Heagerty, 502nd Force Support
Squadron director, and Marco Barros and Dr. Ryan Van Dusen, 502nd Air Base Wing
honorary commanders, July 2. The honorary commander program matches local civic
leaders with Air Force commanders and is aimed at increasing public awareness and
understanding of the armed forces and the missions.
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